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1 Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats 
against the disciples of the Lord. He went to the high priest 2 and 
asked him for letters to the synagogues of Damascus, so that if he 
found any men or women belonging to the Way, he might bring 
them to Jerusalem as prisoners. 
3 As he went on his way and was approaching Damascus, suddenly 
a light from heaven flashed around him. 4 He fell to the ground and 
heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting 
me?” 
5 He asked, “Who are you, Lord?” 
He replied, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 6 But get up and 
go into the city, and you will be told what you need to do.” 
7 The men traveling with him stood there speechless. They heard 
the voice but did not see anyone. 
8 They raised Saul up from the ground, but when he opened his 
eyes, he could not see anything. They took him by the hand and led 
him into Damascus. 9 For three days he could not see, and he did 
not eat or drink. 
10 There was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said 
to him in a vision, “Ananias!” 
He answered, “Here I am, Lord.” 
11 The Lord told him, “Get up and go to the street called Straight, 
and at the house of Judas ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul. In 
fact, at this very moment he is praying. 12 In a vision he has seen a 
man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he 
can regain his sight.” 
13 Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many people about 
this man and how much harm he did to your saints in Jerusalem. 
14 And he has authority here from the chief priests to arrest all who 
call on your name.” 
15 The Lord said to him, “Go! This man is my chosen instrument to 
carry my name before the Gentiles and kings and the people of 
Israel. 16 Indeed, I will show him how much he must suffer for my 
name.” 



17 Ananias left and entered the house. Laying his hands on Saul, he 
said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, whom you saw on your way 
here, has sent me so that you may see again and be filled with the 
Holy Spirit.” 
18 Immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and he 
could see again. He got up and was baptized. 19 And after taking 
some food, he regained his strength. 
Saul stayed with the disciples in Damascus for several days. 
20 Immediately he began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, 
saying, “He is the Son of God.” 
  
In the name of our forever living Lord Jesus, dear Christian friends, 
 
Have you ever watched those infomercial ads on TV, the ones with 
the “Before” and “After” pictures? There's the shiny top of someone's 
head… Balding Bob. That's the “Before” picture. Then there's the 
“After” picture - Bushy Bob with a full head of hair. Now women 
find him irresistible all because he used the right hair treatment. Or 
there are those “Before” pictures of Pimply Penny or Bad-hair Day 
Sue and then the “After” snapshots of Pretty Penny and Silky-haired 
Sue. Now they are drop dead gorgeous all because of that special 
bottle of skin crème or shampoo conditioner. My favorite infomercial 
is the “Before” picture of Chubby Charlie with his flabby tummy and 
his 52 inch waist and then the “After” picture of Chiseled Charlie 
with the rock-hard abs wearing his old pair of pants with enough 
room in them for at least a couple more people. Then comes the 
kicker: In just a few short weeks that could be you with the right 
exercise machine! 
 
I'm not up here this morning to make fun of infomercials, though I 
am a bit skeptical of those products with the “Before” and “After” 
pictures which promise results that will change your life. There is 
something our Lord has advertised about here in his Word that truly 
is life-changing, something that produces not just great, but 



miraculous results. Do you know what that is? Why it's Jesus' 
Resurrection from the dead! There is nothing in the entire world that 
has a greater “Before” and “After” effect than that Resurrection. On 
this second Sunday after Easter we are going to witness that blessed 
truth as we study the “Before” and the “After” of a man named Saul. 
This story teaches us that: 
 
“THE RESURRECTED JESUS CHANGES LIVES!” 
 
1. He rescues us from our past.  
2. He guides us in our future. 
 
I. 
 
“1 Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats 
against the disciples of the Lord.” That's the “Before” picture of a 
man who was Public Enemy Number 1 of Jesus Christ and his 
Church. Literally those words say that threats, violence, and murder 
directed toward Christians was as much a part of Saul's daily life as 
breathing was! “1 Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out 
murderous threats against the disciples of the Lord.” This is the 
“Before” picture of the world's most fanatic crusader for the Jewish 
religion, a Pharisee who would not believe that Jesus of Nazareth 
was the Son of God who came to this world to live, die, and rise from 
the dead in order to save us all from our sins. For this man, 
Christianity was a heresy that had to be stopped. And not just 
around Jerusalem. We read: He went to the high priest 2 and asked 
him for letters to the synagogues of Damascus, so that if he found 
any men or women belonging to the Way, he might bring them to 
Jerusalem as prisoners. This is the “before” picture of a man who 
sincerely believed that he was serving his God by ridding the world 
of Christians. What a tragic “before” picture we are looking at this 
morning. This isn't a balding Bob or a pimply Penny or a Bad-hair 
day Sue or a chubby Charlie. This is a lost soul destined to be 



separated forever from God in the fires of hell! 
 
And then the resurrected Jesus changed this sinner's life. It says here: 
3 As he went on his way and was approaching Damascus, suddenly 
a light from heaven flashed around him. 4 He fell to the ground and 
heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting 
me?” 5 He asked, “Who are you, Lord?” He replied, “I am Jesus, 
whom you are persecuting. 6 But get up and go into the city, and 
you will be told what you need to do.” Here is a “Before” and 
“After” like no other. Upon getting up, this great enemy of Jesus is 
now blind. He has to be led into town. We can only imagine what 
thoughts went through his mind as he mulled over those words of 
the resurrected Jesus for three days. “It really is all true about this 
Jesus! What have I done? I have hated the Lord God himself. I have 
persecuted and tortured those who followed him! I deserve to go to 
hell!” For three days Saul ponders the last thing his eyes got to see… 
this blinding vision of the risen Savior. And then a disciple named 
Ananias is sent by the resurrected Jesus to visit this enemy of 
Christianity. He finds this man praying - weighed down by the 
burden of all his crimes against the Lord and his followers. No doubt 
his praying included a heart-felt confession of all his sins together 
with a plea for God's mercy and forgiveness. Ananias then brings this 
sinner a message from his risen Savior: “Brother Saul, the Lord 
Jesus, whom you saw on your way here, has sent me so that you 
may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” Then it says: 
18 Immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and he 
could see again. He got up and was baptized. Saul now believes that 
the resurrected Jesus is his Savior. He isn't Jesus' enemy any more. He 
has become a brother- a forgiven sinner whom Jesus has welcomed 
into his family! The Holy Spirit assures him of that forgiveness and 
that brotherhood with the resurrected Jesus through the blessed 
sacrament of Holy Baptism! What a “Before” and “After”! All 
because the resurrected Jesus had rescued him from his past! 
 



Is there not such a “Before” and “After” in your life as well? We just 
sang a hymn that said: 
 
Lord, tis not that I did choose Thee; that I know could never be, For 
this heart would still refuse Thee had Thy Grace not chosen me. Thou 
hast from the sin that stained me, washed and cleansed and set me 
free And unto this end ordained me, that I ever live to Thee. 
 
That's my “Before” and “After” story alright. It's yours too! What 
would we be today without that miraculous moment when the 
resurrected Jesus took us up in his arms, that miraculous moment 
when water was poured on our tiny heads and those powerful words 
of Scripture were spoken over us: “I baptize you in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit”? Without that Baptism 
we would all be enemies of God! Who would we be today if the 
resurrected Jesus had not sent some Ananias into our lives? What 
would our life be like this very moment if we had not been born into 
a Christian home? What if there had been no Christian Mom or Dad, 
no Christian Grandma or Grandpa, no Christian teachers or pastors, 
no Christian husband or wife or friend to take us by the hand and 
introduce us to this resurrected Jesus? Why, we would all stumbling 
around in the darkness of unbelief, lost souls destined to be separated 
from God forever in the fires of hell. The resurrected Jesus has 
changed our lives. By the grace of such a God we are who we are 
today… not the enemies, but the brothers and sisters of the Lord 
Jesus Christ! 
 
Here is something else. Like Saul, you and I also have a past. Just like 
Saul it's a pretty shameful past… a past filled with shameful things 
we wish we had never done; a past stained with shameful words we 
can't ever take back; a past filled with shameful thoughts we would 
never ever want anyone else to know about. Our resurrected has 
rescued us all from such a past. Here's how he did it. He put all those 
shameful sins on his shoulders and carried them to a cross. They 



were nailed to that tree with him. There will no punishment from a 
holy God for my past or for yours. God's Son was punished in our 
place. It is God's Son who died and rose again who tells us again this 
Sunday morning: As distant as the east is from the west, so far has 
he removed our rebellious acts from us (Psalm 103:12)… For I will 
forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more” 
(Hebrews 8:12). That's the resurrected Jesus rescuing every last one 
of us from our past. My friend, know this and believe it with all your 
heart. This is a rescue that not only covers all our yesterdays. This is a 
rescue that will cover all your tomorrows as well. 
 
The resurrected Jesus does one more thing that changes a sinner's life. 
He guides us in our future. That's the other “Before” and “After” in 
the story of Saul. It would have been enough of an undeserved 
blessing for this great sinner to have been forgiven by his Savior for 
his shameful past, but the resurrected Jesus doesn't stop there. He's 
going to guide Saul's life in such a way that Public Enemy Number 1 
of Christ and his Church will become the greatest world missionary 
for Christ in history! After the resurrected Jesus knocked Saul to his 
knees on that highway, he told him: “6 …get up and go into the city, 
and you will be told what you need to do.” Then the resurrected 
Jesus found his disciple Ananias and told him: “11 Get up and go to 
the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas ask for a man 
from Tarsus named Saul… This man is my chosen instrument to 
carry my name before the Gentiles and kings and the people of 
Israel. 16 Indeed, I will show him how much he must suffer for my 
name.” At the very end of our text it says: “20 Immediately he began 
to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of 
God.” We know the rest of the story. Saul the persecutor became Paul 
the apostle. This man who had done everything he could to make 
Christians suffer would now be guided by his resurrected Savior to 
suffer all kinds of things himself for the sake of the Gospel. Paul 
would suffer hatred and ridicule from his fellow Jews, hunger, 
shipwreck, beatings, arrests, imprisonments, and ultimately death all 



for the sake of bringing the forgiveness and salvation of Jesus to as 
many souls as he could before his time on earth ended. 
 
Oh how the resurrected Jesus can change a human life! Is there a 
situation in your life which at this very moment seems beyond your 
control? A marriage that is shaky, a family problem that appears to 
be insurmountable, a sickness that has made your future mighty 
uncertain, a heavy burden that right now feels unbearable, a setback 
in life that has discouraged you to the point of hopelessness? 
Whatever it might be, I want you to look with me again at those 
“Before” and “After” pictures of Saul here in God's Word. Do you see 
that resurrected Jesus there who changed this sinner's life? He is 
standing beside you this morning. No, you don't know what is 
coming tomorrow, but of this you can be absolutely certain. The 
Person who changed Saul's life on the Damascus' highway will be 
coming along with you for all your tomorrows. This resurrected 
Jesus, your loving Lord and Savior, will guide your future. He will 
manage every detail of your life and make it all work together for 
your eternal good. He will change what he knows needs to be 
changed in your life and what he decides doesn't need to be changed 
he will give you his strength so that you can handle it. 
 
There is something else about this story I don't want you to miss. 
When Ananias was first told by his Savior to go and find Saul, he was 
a bit skeptical. After all, he said: , I have heard from many people 
about this man and how much harm he did to your saints in 
Jerusalem. But this disciple also remembered how the resurrected 
Jesus had changed his own life. And so he believes the 
unbelievable… that Saul is no longer the enemy because the 
resurrected Jesus had changed his life as well. 
 
One comment I sometimes hear from the lip of Christians is this: 
“Some people are never going to change.” Especially in small towns 
like ours, everybody knows everybody's else's life history: “He had a 



bad temper. She was a shoplifter. He was a drunk. She was 
immoral.” It can seem to such a person as though they have been 
marked for life, that they'll ever be given a second chance. Sometimes 
even in our own families, we are ready to throw in the towel: They'll 
never change. I might as well get a divorce. Why should I talk to my 
son or daughter, my Dad or Mom, my brother or sister, my aunt or 
uncle or cousin after all these years? They'll never change!” It's true 
we have a sinful nature that doesn't want to change its sinful ways. 
But remember how the resurrected Jesus has changed us! Isn't that 
how we can keep from giving up on someone? When we remember 
the way it was with us then we can accept the unacceptable again 
because they too can be touched and changed by this resurrected 
Jesus. 
 
One final thought for all of the young people who are here right now. 
Many of you have been given gifts and abilities that could be used in 
the public ministry… as a pastor or teacher. Maybe you have never 
considered that as the direction your life might go. Or maybe if you 
did say it out loud someone laughed and said: “Who you?” But if the 
resurrected Jesus could take his greatest enemy and make him his 
greatest missionary, then he could also help you to be one of his 
pastors or teachers. With such a God all things are possible. Please 
prayerfully think about that for your life! 
 
The resurrected Jesus changes lives! He has changed mine. He has 
changed yours. He has rescued us all from our past. He will guide us 
all in our future. All glory to his name. Amen. 
 


