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1 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels but do not have love, I 
have become a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of 
prophecy and know all the mysteries and have all knowledge, and if I 
have all faith, so as to move mountains, but do not have love, I am 
nothing. 3 If I give away everything I own, and if I give up my body that I 
may be burned but do not have love, I gain nothing. 

4 Love is patient. Love is kind. Love does not envy. It does not brag. It is 
not arrogant. 5 It does not behave indecently. It is not selfish. It is not 
irritable. It does not keep a record of wrongs. 6 It does not rejoice over 
unrighteousness but rejoices with the truth. 7 It bears all things, believes 
all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 

8 Love never comes to an end. But if there are prophetic gifts, they will be 
done away with; if tongues, they will cease; if knowledge, it will be done 
away with. 9 For we know only in part, and we prophesy only in part, 
10 but when that which is complete has come, that which is partial will be 
done away with. 11 When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like 
a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put away 
childish things. 12 Now we see indirectly using a mirror, but then we will 
see face to face. Now I know in part, but then I will know fully, just as I 
was fully known. 

13 So now these three remain: faith, hope, and love—and the greatest of 
these is love. 

Let’s start today’s sermon with an evaluation.  I’ll give you a short 
statement, and you can think about it, and then try to decide in your mind 
if you think it is absolute truth, sometimes truth, or not truth at all. The 
short statement happens to be the words I just read, from 1 Corinthians 
13:8… 

LOVE NEVER COMES TO AN END.   



One more time, is that short sentence always truth, sometimes truth, or not 
truth at all?  Where do we put it?  As we weigh our options, is there some 
conflict, some internal conversation going on?  

Does it sound kind of like this?...  It’s God’s Word, so it is supposed to be 
absolute truth, right?  At the same time, can’t we all think of times when 
we have seen or felt love come to an end?  A once happy home is now a 
broken home; a man and woman who promised to love each other “until 
death do us part” are now apart for the rest of their lives.  Friends we used 
to adore and spend time with are now mostly just memories of good times 
in the past.  Foods we used to love don’t seem to appeal as much as they 
used to, and hobbies we once poured our time and energy into have been 
replaced by other routines and obligations.  In each of those cases, it sure 
seems like love failed somewhere along the way.  

If we look closely, however, we will find that this Word of God, like every 
other, remains absolutely true.  In order to see that, we do well to 
understand that the Greek language has more than one word for love; 
there are actually four Greek words that all fit into the category of what we 
call love.  There is φιλία a friendship-type love, ἔρως a romantic-type love, 
and στοργή an affectionate love—this particular verse contains none of 
those three words for love.  

All three of those kinds of love have something in common: they are all 
relational or reactive love; they are all feelings we have because of 
something we see and value in another.  What can happen in each case is 
that the feeling fades when the relationship loses value or stops producing 
the same reaction in us. 

Here in 1 Corinthians 13, we are talking about a very different kind of love, 
a love that is an action instead of a reaction.  It’s a love that is a choice, not 
just a feeling that comes and goes.  The whole idea of this kind of love is 
that it makes no requirements of the recipients; it is the simplest and yet the 



purest kind of love because it is a love that has everything to do with 
giving without expecting anything in return.  

It is called ἀγάπη in Greek.  It’s what Jesus told his disciples to do when he 
gave them a new command in John 13.  And now St. Paul describes ἀγάπη 
for us, telling us what it looks like in our lives.  

4 Love is patient. Love is kind. Love does not envy. It does not brag. It is 
not arrogant. 5 It does not behave indecently. It is not selfish. It is not 
irritable. It does not keep a record of wrongs. 6 It does not rejoice over 
unrighteousness but rejoices with the truth. 7 It bears all things, believes 
all things, hopes all things, endures all things. As we hear that list of 
ἀγάπη expressions, we all have occasion to see that whenever love seems to 
fail us, it is far more likely that we failed at love.  In every strained or 
broken relationship, we can see instances and patterns of impatience, 
unkindness, jealousy, or rudeness.  And when we face the imperfections of 
others, it’s so easy for us to get angry, to keep a record of all the wrongs 
committed against us, and then to boast proudly, “it’s not my fault it didn’t 
work out.”  

The real problem is that every one of us has a sinful nature that is always 
self-seeking; we naturally prioritize our own wants and needs above 
everyone else’s.  Nobody had to teach you as a child to be selfish; we were 
born that way.  We never grew out of our selfishness, either; we just 
figured out a smarter way to go about it.  

You and I figured out over time that sometimes we can get what we want if 
we act a certain way, and we learn behaviors based on the rewards we get 
or the punishments we avoid, and it can look on the outside like we are 
nice, well-mannered, even loving people, but on the inside we are still 
mainly after making ourselves happy.  No wonder we fail at love so often, 
because we go about it in such a selfish way.  We settle into relationships 
where we love one another as long as they love us back.  We call it love, 
but it is far from ἀγάπη. 



But that is what is so amazing about the way that our God loves us.  In fact, 
God loves so fully, so perfectly and so unselfishly that St. John could write 
in his first epistle not only that love comes from God, but also the simple 
and yet profound statement that God is love (ἀγάπη).  

St. Paul summarizes what love is all about when he writes to the Romans 
in chapter 5, God demonstrates his own love (ἀγάπη) for us in this: While 
we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  God didn’t wait for you to come 
around and figure out how to make him happy or earn his love.  God 
didn’t even wait for you to ask him to do something about your 
sins.  Without your asking, without your effort, without you even being 
born, God chose to love you, and it wasn’t just a feeling.  It wasn’t a 
reaction to anything in you or me, it was an action that originated in him 
and led him to give his One and Only Son as the fullest expression of his 
unconditional, sacrificial, giving love.  

Jesus gave his righteousness to cover you as he took all of your impatience 
and unkindness and rudeness and selfishness upon himself; he was 
punished for you even though he perfectly loved the way his Father 
wanted you to love.  Now you are forgiven through faith in him.  You are 
loved by the Almighty God.  

The more we hear about God’s love, the more we realize that we can never 
possibly grasp just how wide and long and high and deep is the love of 
Christ (Eph. 3:18), and the more we appreciate how nothing in all of 
creation can separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus 
(Romans 8:39).  

We find that our value isn’t in our love for God, but in God’s love for 
us.  At the very same time, we look outward and see a world full of people 
who are loved and valued by God, who may not know it yet.  While we 
were still sinners, Christ died for us; as we are dealing with other people 
in our fallen world, let’s never forget that while they were still sinners, 
Christ died for them, too. 



What did God the Holy Spirit lead Paul to write?  1 If I speak in the 
tongues of men and of angels but do not have love, I have become a 
noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy and 
know all the mysteries and have all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so 
as to move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 3 If I give away 
everything I own, and if I give up my body that I may be burned but do 
not have love, I gain nothing.  In the church, and in the mission of every 
Christian, love is a key component.  Any one of us can have a strong 
personal faith and know the Bible back and forth, but if we aren’t using 
what we have in love for the good of others, we are missing opportunities 
to share God’s love with them.  

If we stop and think about it, we realize that if we who know God’s love 
don’t share it, no one else will.  For example, the world today says that if an 
unborn child isn’t wanted, or if that child will be more of a burden than a 
blessing to his or her mother or to society, then that child isn’t worth 
loving.  God says something different; that means we have something to 
say.  

The world today says that if we can predict that a child will be born with 
developmental disabilities or certain special needs, then we have every 
right to prevent that birth from happening.  God says something different; 
that means we have something to say.  

The world today is saying more and more that if an elderly person’s care 
costs too much, then they aren’t worth caring for anymore.  God says 
something different; that means we have something to say.  

God says that every life has eternal value, because every body has a soul, 
and every soul is going to live forever, either in heavenly bliss or the fires 
of hell.  Our eternity is secure in Jesus Christ, and our assurance is the 
empty tomb.  In this Easter season, we have been reminded that because 
Jesus lives, we also will live. 



And today God’s Word reminds us that because Jesus loves us so much, 
we also will love.  In Jesus’ love we strive to abandon selfishness and 
choose to value others, both those we know and those we don’t—those 
who are like us and those who are different.  In Jesus’ love we love those 
who love us, those who don’t, even those who persecute and hate us.  In 
Jesus’ love we love people enough to give without asking anything in 
return; we act in love instead of reacting to how society measures 
others.  In Jesus’ love we will choose to be patient, kind, and humble; we 
will choose to protect, hope, and persevere, trusting that every day is an 
opportunity to share the love that never comes to an end. 

How can we say that love never comes to an end?  Well first of all, God 
says it, so it must be true.  But he also teaches us what love really is, and he 
showed us his love by sending us Jesus.  God’s love for us never comes to 
an end.  In our closing verses, we understand it even better.  As much as 
we treasure our faith and our hope, one day we won’t need them when we 
see our Savior face-to-face in the heavenly home he has prepared for 
us.  But what will endure?  What will continue into eternity?  Only 
love.  Love never comes to an end.  That’s God’s absolute truth.  Amen. 

 


