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1 After Jesus had finished saying all these things to the people who were 
listening, he went into Capernaum. 2 A centurion’s servant, who was 
valuable to him, was sick and about to die. 3 When the centurion heard 
about Jesus, he sent some elders of the Jews to him, asking him to come 
and heal his servant. 4 When they came to Jesus, they begged him 
earnestly, saying, “He is worthy of having you do this for him, 5 because 
he loves our nation, and he built our synagogue for us.” 
6 Jesus went with them. When he was not far from the house, the 
centurion sent friends to tell Jesus, “Lord, do not trouble yourself, 
because I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. 7 That is why I 
did not consider myself worthy to come to you. But say the word, and my 
servant will be healed. 8 For I am also a man placed under authority, 
having soldiers under me. I say to this one, ‘Go!’ and he goes; and to 
another one, ‘Come!’ and he comes; and to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he 
does it.” 
9 When Jesus heard these things, he was amazed at him. He turned to the 
crowd that was following him and said, “I tell you, I have not found such 
great faith, not even in Israel.” 10 And when the men who had been sent 
returned to the house, they found the servant well. 
 
Dear friends in Christ, 

We all know what it’s like to be told what to do.  From little on we are 
taught to follow directions that our parents and teachers give us: time to 
get up, time to get ready for bed, sit down, quiet down, slow down, clean 
up your room.  Even as we grow up a little bit and become more 
independent, the commands continue: be home by 10, turn off the TV, 
mow the lawn, clean up your room; it sometimes comes with a little extra 
encouragement—as long as you live in my house, you are going to follow 
my rules…  

When adulthood arrives and we go out on our own, as much as we’d like 
to think that we can make all of our own decisions, and even though we 
might happen to find ourselves just a little bit higher on the chain of 



command, very few of us ever reach the point where no one tells us what 
to do anymore, at least until we retire someday.  We resign ourselves to the 
fact that people in authority have some level of control over us, by virtue of 
their powerful positions that give them a powerful word.  

Today in Luke’s Gospel, we meet one of those powerful people, a man who 
knows what it’s like to possess a powerful word.  He is a Roman centurion; 
typically, that meant that he was a commander of 100 Roman soldiers who 
were bound to obey his orders without question.  At this particular time, 
however, his word wasn’t powerful enough… 

1 After Jesus had finished saying all these things to the people who were 
listening, he went into Capernaum. 2 A centurion’s servant, who was 
valuable to him, was sick and about to die. 3 When the centurion heard 
about Jesus, he sent some elders of the Jews to him, asking him to come 
and heal his servant. 4 When they came to Jesus, they begged him 
earnestly, saying, “He is worthy of having you do this for him, 5 because 
he loves our nation, and he built our synagogue for us.” 

As we get to know this powerful man, we find that he is also a kind man, a 
good man, a generous man.  At best he was a convert to Judaism who 
believed in the God of the Jewish people, the true God revealed in the 
Hebrew Scriptures; at the very least he was a generous supporter and 
benefactor of the local people and their religion.  Typically the Jews looked 
for every opportunity to be free from the Romans; this centurion, however, 
had won them over with his kindness and generosity.  Now he makes a 
bold request out of love and appreciation for his own dying servant.  If 
anyone deserved a miracle, if any Gentile especially was able to earn a 
special favor from Jesus, it was this powerful man.  

And sometimes we are tempted to believe the same things about 
ourselves.  One of the devil’s greatest temptations to Christian people is to 
get us to go down that road of seeing our relationship with God as more of 
a business arrangement than as it actually is—that of an Almighty God and 



his servants.  We might look back over our lives, and yes, we have our 
shortcomings, and we’ve made our mistakes, but overall, we are a better 
kind of people.  We come to church.  We put in our time.  We generally 
obey the laws of our nation and the state of Michigan, and we keep 
ourselves out of serious trouble.  Yes, we have some bad habits, but we try 
to stay on the right track and do more good than harm.  Shouldn’t we 
expect that God would throw us a few extra blessings now and then?  Our 
efforts must be good for something, right? 

Well, that’s not how the Roman centurion understood the situation.  In fact, 
he states the opposite position.  6 Jesus went with them. When he was not 
far from the house, the centurion sent friends to tell Jesus, “Lord, do not 
trouble yourself, because I do not deserve to have you come under my 
roof. 7 That is why I did not consider myself worthy to come to you. But 
say the word, and my servant will be healed. 8 For I am also a man placed 
under authority, having soldiers under me. I say to this one, ‘Go!’ and he 
goes; and to another one, ‘Come!’ and he comes; and to my servant, ‘Do 
this,’ and he does it.”  

When the centurion speaks for himself, he takes a different path altogether 
than the Jewish Elders, and in his words, we see the essence of faith.  When 
one approaches God in faith, it’s not about who we are—it’s all about who 
God is.  Faith isn’t about what we have done—it’s all about what God has 
promised to do for us.  Faith isn’t about how powerful we are—it is about 
how powerless we are to earn anything good from God, and yet how 
powerful he is to heal, and help, and save anyone who simply trusts what 
he says in his Word.  

Doesn’t such a description of faith summarize the way the centurion 
approaches Jesus?  “I don’t deserve to have you come under my roof…I 
did not consider myself worthy to come to you…But say the 
word…”  Yes, the centurion does speak of his own authority, but only in 
deference to the one whose word is infinitely more powerful.  This gentile 



understood that Jesus wasn’t just a faith healer or even a master of 
medicine; no, the centurion knew that Jesus was more than just a powerful 
man with a powerful word.  Jesus is the almighty Lord whose Word has 
authority over all creation, down to the smallest bacteria or virus.  Jesus is 
the mighty commander who rebukes storms, and demons, and illness, and 
even death itself.  Surely Jesus is more than a prophet, he is the Creator 
God in human flesh as the Christ, the Savior of mankind who came to 
rescue sinners in his everlasting power and grace.  

And what is Jesus’ response to such an approach?   9 When Jesus heard 
these things, he was amazed at him. He turned to the crowd that was 
following him and said, “I tell you, I have not found such great faith, not 
even in Israel.” 10 And when the men who had been sent returned to the 
house, they found the servant well.  

The centurion’s faith was not disappointed.  Jesus proved himself to be the 
powerful Son of God whose Word is infinite in power.  Jesus speaks, and 
the servant is healed.  Even with such great faith, the centurion had to 
marvel at the power of the Lord.  And we now marvel at Jesus in the faith 
that we have been given, because we know that Jesus did not just heal our 
illness; he took away our sins.  Instead of gathering an army and driving 
out the Romans, or even overcoming those who falsely accused him, Jesus 
fought primarily against the devil and his temptations, so that he could 
maintain a perfect, humble obedience to his father.  Instead of making 
harsh demands of his followers, Jesus gave his life for us.  And despite the 
fact that we are far from worthy to stand before God, Jesus comes to us in 
Word and sacrament and makes a home within us as the Holy Spirit works 
in our lives.  

His powerful Word came to us in baptism and cleansed us from all sins, 
bringing us into God’s family of faith.  His powerful Word comes to us in 
his Supper: “This is my body, given for you… my blood poured out for 
you for the forgiveness of sins.”  His powerful Word speaks again and 



again from the pages of the Bible, showing us that what we deserve is 
death, but God in his Grace through Christ gives eternal life to all who 
believe.  His powerful word then guides us and directs us to love and serve 
him as we love and serve one another, not as a source of merit, but as a 
joyful response to the gift of forgiveness and salvation.  

We are all unworthy.  But our Lord Jesus has come to us once again in his 
Word, to heal our sin-sick souls, and to strengthen our trust in him for days 
ahead.  May our God ever feed us in his Word, and may we be filled with a 
hunger for that same Word that never ceases.  No matter what happens 
this week, this year, or this lifetime, He and the power of his Word will 
sustain us, not because of who we are, but because of who He is and what 
he has promised to do.  

So don’t ever take his Word for granted.  Read it, ponder it, pray over 
it.  Trust that there is no such thing as time wasted when it comes to time 
with God in his Word.  The more God works through it, the more we grow 
in our appreciation of it.  The more we hear it, the more we want to share 
it.  The more we trust in His Word, the more we are willing to give of our 
time and our efforts and our money to make it known to our children and 
our neighbors and our community.  

What do we learn from the centurion’s example?  We may be far more used 
to taking orders than giving them, but just like the centurion, what makes 
our faith so great is the powerful Word on which our faith rests.  Like the 
centurion, we build places of worship and Christian education, not for our 
own glory, but for the glory of God and the salvation of his people.  And 
just like the centurion, we aren’t worthy to receive what we ask; but God 
has already given us life in Jesus Christ, and that means one day we will 
get to stand before him, all thanks to his power and grace as our Lord and 
our Savior.   Amen. 

 


