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36 A certain one of the Pharisees asked Jesus to eat with him. Jesus 
entered the Pharisee’s house and reclined at the table. 37 Just then a sinful 
woman from that town learned that he was reclining in the Pharisee’s 
house. She brought an alabaster jar of perfume, 38 stood behind him near 
his feet weeping, and began to wet his feet with her tears. Then she 
began to wipe them with her hair while also kissing his feet and 
anointing them with the perfume. 39 When the Pharisee who had invited 
him saw this, he said to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would 
realize who is touching him and what kind of woman she is, because she 
is a sinner.” 
40 Jesus answered him, “Simon, I have something to tell you.” 
He said, “Teacher, say it.” 
41 “A certain moneylender had two debtors. The one owed five hundred 
denarii, and the other fifty. 42 When they could not pay, he forgave them 
both. So, which of them will love him more?” 
43 Simon answered, “I suppose the one who had the larger debt 
forgiven.” 
Then he told him, “You have judged correctly.” 44 Turning toward the 
woman, he said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I entered your 
house, but you did not give me water for my feet. Yet she has wet my feet 
with her tears and wiped them with her hair. 45 You did not give me a 
kiss, but she, from the time I entered, has not stopped kissing my feet. 
46 You did not anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed my feet with 
perfume. 47 Therefore I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven; that is 
why she loved so much. But the one who is forgiven little loves little.” 
48 Then Jesus said to her, “Your sins have been forgiven.” 
49 Those reclining at the table with him began to say among themselves, 
“Who is this who even forgives sins?” 
50 He said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you. Go in peace.” 
 

What does it mean to have faith?  Over the last four weeks, our sermons 
have approached that question from different angles.  Today, I’d ask you 
this: what does faith look like in your life?  



Perhaps some might start by describing a dynamic leader, a person who 
really has a positive impact on the world and on culture, using their 
influence to make the world a better place.  Maybe others would point to 
the example of a young person who stands firm on their beliefs even when 
challenged or mocked by classmates or teachers.  Perhaps it’s even more 
generic than that – the person who always takes time for prayer, rarely 
misses a worship service, and always seems to have the appropriate 
scripture passage ready on their lips no matter what the situation might 
be.  

All are ways that faith can and does express itself, but how often is that a 
good way to describe us?  I don’t know about you, but there certainly are 
days when spiritual matters seem to have shamefully little impact on my 
life and feel like they’re just one more thing on the to-do list.  In today’s 
gospel, Jesus shows us a very dangerous attitude that causes this kind of 
spiritual disaster. 

Today’s gospel gives us the chance to meet a man who doesn’t seem to 
consider his relationship with Jesus as all that significant.  His name was 
Simon, and he was a Pharisee.  The Pharisees were one of the four major 
groups of religious leaders guiding God’s people in the days of Jesus, and 
if you had asked people in that time what it meant to have faith, they 
probably would have pointed to the Pharisees as examples.  

You’d be hard pressed to find more upstanding citizens when it came to 
setting an example, obeying the rules, and in general doing the right 
things.  Not only did they follow all the laws and customs required of Old 
Testament life, they had added some 600 additional rules to make 
themselves even more pious, and they worked hard to keep those 
too.  And it is to the home of one of these Pharisees we go today.  

36 A certain one of the Pharisees asked Jesus to eat with him. Jesus 
entered the Pharisee’s house and reclined at the table. 37 Just then a sinful 
woman from that town learned that he was reclining in the Pharisee’s 



house. She brought an alabaster jar of perfume, 38 stood behind him near 
his feet weeping, and began to wet his feet with her tears. Then she 
began to wipe them with her hair while also kissing his feet and 
anointing them with the perfume (Luke 7:36-38, EHV).  

Uninvited guests stopping by to visit during a meal was not an abnormal 
occurrence in that time – meals were kind of considered to be public events 
– although it would have been a little odd for this woman to show up in 
the home of a Pharisee, because she was known around town as a woman 
who had lived a sinful life and the Pharisees tended to look down on such 
people.  

Scholars speculate perhaps a life of prostitution, perhaps it was some other 
very public sin that everyone knew about; it’s difficult to say for 
certain.  But it’s clear from her bold presence at a place where she might 
not have been all that welcome that she really valued her relationship with 
Jesus.  However, listen to how Simon interpreted this event: “If this man 
were a prophet, he would realize who is touching him and what kind of 
woman she is, because she is a sinner.” (Luke 7:39, EHV).  

Rabbis of the past had suggested that a godly man would keep at least four 
cubits (six feet) of distance between himself and a known prostitute (one 
example of the 600+ extra laws the Pharisees tried to live by).  If Jesus were 
really a prophet, Simon thought to himself, surely he wouldn’t associate 
with the likes of her!  

But even worse than the arrogance and self-righteousness that this kind of 
thinking produces is the damage it does to one’s relationship with the 
Savior.  Listen to how Jesus made that point to Simon.  Knowing what was 
on Simon’s mind, 40 Jesus answered him, “Simon, I have something to tell 
you.” 
He said, “Teacher, say it.” 



41 “A certain moneylender had two debtors. The one owed five hundred 
denarii, and the other fifty. 42 When they could not pay, he forgave them 
both. So, which of them will love him more?” 
43 Simon answered, “I suppose the one who had the larger debt 
forgiven.” 
Then he told him, “You have judged correctly.” 44 Turning toward the 
woman, he said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I entered your 
house, but you did not give me water for my feet. Yet she has wet my feet 
with her tears and wiped them with her hair. 45 You did not give me a 
kiss, but she, from the time I entered, has not stopped kissing my feet. 
46 You did not anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed my feet with 
perfume.” (Luke 7:40-46, EHV).  

The customary welcome for a respected guest in those days was a little 
water to wash the dust of the road from their feet, a little olive oil to anoint 
their head, and a kiss on the cheek when we might use a handshake – but 
Simon did not value his relationship with Jesus enough even to extend 
such common social curtesy.  Why?  Jesus wasn’t all that important to 
him.  Simon didn’t understand how badly he needed a Savior.  His belief 
that by the right words and actions he could make himself into a truly 
godly person, had robbed him of the joy and peace of mind that his 
relationship with Jesus and the forgiveness Jesus offered him could have 
brought, leaving him instead to face God’s wrath alone, a terrifying place 
to be.  

Brothers and sisters, perhaps on those days when we find ourselves feeling 
joyless and dismal in our faith, when it seems like we are just going 
through the motions and our faith life doesn’t really affect our overall life 
all that much, when we don’t seem to be making any progress spiritually, 
perhaps on those days we have fallen into a trap of the devil similar to 
what Simon fell into.  While we might not come out and say it, I’m 
guessing there are times in each one of our lives when we are guilty of 
thinking similar thoughts.  



Maybe it happens when we see despicable things happening in our city 
reported on the news and quietly say to ourselves “how could anyone do 
that!”  Or maybe it’s a relative or friend whom you suddenly found out is 
living in a sinful lifestyle, or a classmate who said something horribly 
disrespectful to a teacher or parent, or some other situation that makes us 
quietly say to ourselves, “I can’t believe they did that.  I thought that 
person was a Christian!”  And in our indigence and righteous anger we 
quickly and easily brush away the sad fact that we too are perfectly capable 
of the very same things, and perhaps for some of us the only thing that has 
kept us out of such wickedness is the fact that we didn’t have the 
opportunity ourselves.  Ours might look like the right outward actions, but 
are really a far cry from the perfection necessary to please God.  Simon’s 
pitiful obedience to an extra 600 meaningless laws and our patting 
ourselves on the back for avoiding the huge obvious sins are not even 
pennies paid on debt we owe God.  

And that’s why it’s only in Jesus that we can find lasting spiritual joy and 
peace.  The woman understood that.  The list of sins and regrets in her past 
was long and it was public.  From an outward point of view, she probably 
deserved the label “sinner.”  But Jesus had come to restore her terrible 
reputation, not with the other people in her town like Simon, but with her 
God.  Jesus had come to become a “sinner” in her place by taking her sin 
on himself and dying for it.  He alone would wipe her record clean, and 
when she felt guilt and remorse over her sins, Jesus is the one she turned 
to.  

Jesus explained her acts of gratitude to Simon: Jesus said: “Therefore I tell 
you, her many sins have been forgiven” – and there was proof that they 
had been forgiven: that is why she loved so much.  Her actions toward 
Jesus demonstrated that she knew exactly what he had done for her.  But 
Simon was left out of this joy and rejoicing, because his actions showed 
that he had no idea what Jesus was offering him: “the one who is forgiven 
little loves little.” (Luke 7:47, EHV).  Just in case anyone present still didn’t 



understand why the woman was so thankful, Jesus reminded her once 
again: “Your sins have been forgiven… Your faith has saved you. Go in 
peace.” (Luke 7:48, 50b, EHV).  

And most importantly, Jesus didn’t come just to offer peace with God to 
this woman, his peace is for everyone, because he carried on his shoulders 
at the cross the debt of all people.  As you heard in the first lesson, he 
carried the debt of Manasseh, a wicked king in Judah who actively tried to 
lead God’s people away from him, but who turned to God later in life and 
was forgiven.  Jesus carried the debt of all who are included in the list of 
sins described in today’s second lesson, even the ones that are so prevalent 
and contentious in modern society.  And Jesus carried your debt and mine 
too.  

He doesn’t destroy us for our arrogant looking down on others, or for our 
violations of his laws, or for the decisions in the past that we find ourselves 
filled with guilt over, or any other examples of sin that we might find, 
because when God looks at us, he only sees the perfect, debt-free life Jesus 
lived in our place.  Jesus reassures you and me too: “Your sins have been 
forgiven… Your faith has saved you. Go in peace.” 

That peace with God can’t be taken away by others who might look down 
on you.  That peace with God can’t be taken away by changes in culture or 
politics.  That peace with God can’t be taken away by our own guilt and 
regret – Jesus has conquered all of that.  

And so you and I can rejoice in the peace we have with God, just as the 
woman did.  How will your faith lead you express that joy in your 
life?  The woman in today’s gospel had the chance to express her thanks to 
Jesus in person, and we can express our thanks with the way that we live 
our lives.  

You could see the woman’s gratitude in her boldness – she didn’t care 
what Simon and others were saying, she was going to serve her 



Savior.  May our joy at the peace God has given us give us the same 
boldness as we share our joy in our lives and world.  And on those days 
when faith seems kind of stale and joyless, may we return once again to 
Jesus and ponder just how dead we were, just how unpayable our debt 
was, just how deep of a spiritual hole we had actually dug for ourselves, 
and marvel at how Jesus pulled us out, he paid the debt, he made us alive, 
he gives us joyful peace with God – and in faith, we rejoice in that 
peace.  Amen. 

 


