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10:1 After this, the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them out 
two by two ahead of him to every town and place where he was about to 
go. 
2 He told them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. So ask 
the Lord of the harvest to send out workers into his harvest field. 3 Go 
your way. Look, I am sending you out as lambs among wolves. 4 Do not 
carry a money bag or traveler’s bag or sandals. Do not greet anyone along 
the way. 5 Whenever you enter a house, first say, ‘Peace be to this house.’ 
6 And if a peaceful person is there, your peace will rest on him, but if not, 
it will return to you. 7 Remain in that same house, eating and drinking 
what they give you, because the worker is worthy of his pay. Do not 
keep moving from house to house. 8 Whenever you enter a town and they 
welcome you, eat what is set before you. 9 Heal the sick who are in the 
town and tell them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near you.’ 
10 “But whenever you enter a town and they do not welcome you, go out 
into its streets and say, 11 ‘Even the dust from your town that clings to our 
feet, we wipe off against you. Nevertheless know this: The kingdom of 
God has come near.’ 12 I tell you, it will be more bearable for Sodom on 
that day than for that town. 
16 Whoever listens to you listens to me. Whoever rejects you rejects me. 
And whoever rejects me rejects the one who sent me.” 
17 The seventy-two returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons 
submit to us in your name!” 
18 He told them, “I was watching Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 
19 Look, I have given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions 
and over all the power of the enemy. And nothing will ever harm you. 
20 Nevertheless, do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice 
that your names have been written in heaven.” 
 

Dear people of God, part of the harvest and workers in the field alike, 

So how do ELS Lutherans grow the church? They don’t. It almost sounds 
like a bad joke, doesn’t it? 



Especially at a time when our Synod has been losing numbers for nearly 
two decades, especially during years in which we struggle to fund the 
schools that train our future pastors and teachers, especially when we’re 
not opening many home mission churches and even calling back 
missionaries that are serving in rich fields oversees. How do ELS Lutherans 
grow the church? We don’t. 

But you know it’s not a bad joke. It’s actually a wonderful Scriptural truth. 
A prophet named Isaiah looked over the spiritually dry and dead nation of 
Israel and figured no true life could ever be found there. God pointed 
Isaiah to the grass under his feet and reminded him that just as the rain and 
snow God sends from heaven will always make the earth bud and flourish, 
so too would his Word always achieve the purpose for which he sent it. 
God would give new life – not Isaiah. A group of Jesus’ enemies took their 
stand against him, and Jesus said, “I know my sheep and my sheep listen 
to my voice... no one can snatch them out of my hand” (John 10:27-28).  

Jesus will gather his flock – not a single sheep left behind, and no one can 
stop him. In the Apostle John’s latter years, Christians watched as fellow 
believers were killed by the thousands. So God gives John a beautiful 
revelation, a vision of the elect believers in heaven gathered around 
Christ’s throne; no matter what challenges we face on earth or how the 
church falters, God will call his people to faith and bring every last believer 
home. So how do ELS Lutherans grow the Church? We don’t. God does. 

So, people of God, give thanks to the Lord for his promises. Trust in him to 
grow his Church. Go in peace. Amen. Please rise… 

Ok, sit back down. Because as true as everything we just said really is, 
Jesus’ words in today’s gospel remind us that there’s more to the story. 
Luke wrote: “10:1 After this, the Lord appointed seventy-two others and 
sent them out two by two ahead of him to every town and place where he 
was about to go. 2 He told them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the 
workers are few. So ask the Lord of the harvest to send out workers into 



his harvest field. 3 Go your way. Look, I am sending you out as lambs 
among wolves.”  

Jesus had been preaching his kingdom, and people listened. Wherever he 
went he healed the sick and raised the dead. He fed the thousands and 
gave sight to the blind, and crowds followed him. But now he does 
something odd. Instead of doing all the work himself – he certainly could – 
he chose seventy-two others to go spread the Word in the towns he was 
about to visit. 

Do you think those seventy-two were nervous? I think they were. They 
loved Jesus and trusted him, but when they looked around they would 
have seen towns full of Pharisees who didn’t think they needed a Savior 
and Sadducees who didn’t think one even existed. They saw Roman 
soldiers who would rather worship pagan gods who didn’t care about sin 
than hear about a loving God who forgives sin, and rank-and-file Jewish 
people who had been taught that the greatest thing God could do for them 
was kick out the Romans and lower their taxes. And they were supposed to 
go tell those people that  

THE WORK IS DONE; LET’S GET TO WORK 

Jesus – the kid of Joseph the carpenter from Galilee – was Savior of the 
world? I’d be nervous when I saw that. But Jesus wanted them to see 
something else – to see the world the way he did. The harvest is plentiful.  

What do you see when you look at the world? It’s easy to see a world that 
has largely turned away from Jesus. A world that doesn’t care too much to 
talk about sin or forgiveness, a world that has no use for a God who says 
he’s the only way to heaven, or Savior who demands that we repent of 
everything we are, a world that sometimes acts like ravenous wolves, 
ready to tear into Christians when they speak their faith. And you’d be 
right to see those things. Jesus saw them, too. But this is what Jesus sees: 
The harvest is plentiful. The world is full of souls living in darkness, the 



world is full of people dying of spiritual thirst, the world is full of people 
bearing heavy chains of guilt, the world is full of hate for God. But what is 
Jesus? He’s Light that shines in the darkness. He’s Living Water. He’s 
freedom from guilt. He’s God’s love for the world. 

Jesus said a harvest is ready. We didn’t prepare it; God did. He 
accomplished that work. And it’s only he that leads people to faith. But he 
doesn’t go on to say, “The harvest is ready, the work is done – so take it 
easy.” He says, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the 
Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field. 
Go! God’s done the work of preparing a harvest – so now it’s time for us to 
get to work. That work won’t always be the same. These seventy-two – 
they weren’t the twelve apostles; they didn’t seem to have the same 
training and weren’t going to be doing the same full-time work. They had 
two jobs: tell people that Christ was bringing the Kingdom of God, and 
pray – literally beg – God to send out more workers. 

That’s the amazing truth about the Kingdom of God. When it comes to the 
most important job in the world – bringing people to Jesus – he doesn’t 
give the job to angels. He gives it to you and me. Every Christian has a role 
in that. Do you take Jesus’ promise about the harvest and his call to work 
seriously? Maybe another way to ask it: If someone was watching you all 
day long, would they know you believe these words of Jesus? Do you pray 
at night that God would send people to go into that harvest field on your 
behalf? Is it your joy to support missionaries the way Jesus expected people 
to welcome and support the seventy-two? When the opportunity comes to 
share Jesus with someone, do you jump at the chance to take part in the 
harvest, or figure that they’ll probably never listen anyways? 

In the world of agriculture, if you till the soil, chances are, you grow hay. 
Any farmer will tell you one thing about hay: Once the harvest is ready, 
you drop everything and work at it until it’s done. That’s the kind of 
urgency 



Jesus spoke with when he saw the harvest of souls. He longed to save those 
souls from sin. Do you share his urgency? I know you do. And I know it 
fills you with shame when our other worries and concerns get in the way of 
that. We want to reach the lost. And we want to strengthen the found. But 
there are so many other things that get in the way. So what keeps that red 
hot love of Jesus burning in your chest when you realize you could be 
spending your time doing other things than serving the church or spending 
your money on yourself instead of missions? 

One night in 1868, a woman named Mary Thomson sat up, cradling one of 
her children in her arms. Her child’s body was wracked with Typhoid 
fever. You might not have known Mary Thomson’s name, but when sang 
the hymn “O Christians, Haste” before the sermon, you were singing the 
words she wrote that night. Why would she be writing hymn verses about 
spreading the gospel when she had a terribly sick child in her arms? Listen 
again to her words: 

Proclaim to ev’ry people, tongue and nation 
That God, in whom they live and move, is love; 

Tell how he stooped to save his lost creation 
And died on earth that they might live above. 

It’s because of what she saw when she looked at her child. Even as she 
cradled her sick child in her arms, she knew God had done more than that. 
He had stooped down from heaven to save that child, so even if her baby 
should die, she’d live above in heaven. And looking at her sick and  
struggling baby, her prayer wasn’t just “Let my child live.” It was “God 
grant that every child should be so blessed as mine to know their Savior.” 

That’s where we warm our love for the lost when it cools. It’s seeing that 
Jesus didn’t just prepare a harvest for us; he prepared us for the harvest. 
18 He told them, “I was watching Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 
19 Look, I have given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions 
and over all the power of the enemy. And nothing will ever harm you. 



20 Nevertheless, do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice 
that your names have been written in heaven.” When we preach the 
gospel, when you tell people about the forgiveness Jesus’ death won for 
them, wonderful things happen. Sometimes marriages are saved as 
husbands and wives learn to love each other with Christ’s love, children 
respect their parents and live peaceful lives, people escape addictions and 
find their joy in God’s love for them. Satan falls like lightening from heaven 
because he loses all his power to accuse people and fill us with guilt.  

People of all races become part of the harvest. Those are wonderful 
blessings. You have a better reason to find joy in telling people about Jesus 
and supporting the work of his church. Your name is written in heaven. 
Jesus loved you and saved you, and made heaven yours. When he shed his 
blood on the cross, with one stroke he blotted out the record of your sins, 
and wrote your name in the book of life. The Kingdom of God is here 
among us. Heaven is yours. You don’t need to do a single thing to earn 
God’s love. You never have to witness your faith or give a dollar in the 
plate to win your salvation. That’s the love that God has for you. God grant 
that love sets our hearts on fire with love for him and the people around 
us. The work is done. Now let’s get to work. 

So how do ELS Lutherans grow the church? Next to the Town Church in 
Wittenberg, Germany, a statue of Martin Luther has these words of the 
Reformer inscribed at its base: “I simply taught, preached, and wrote God’s 
Word: otherwise I did nothing. The Word did everything.” In one hand 
he’s holding the Bible. The other hand is pointing out to the world. Do you 
see the message? God’s Word is what grows the church; that’s his work, 
and he will not let it fail. And then he calls every Christian to share that 
message and support that work. We grow the church as we pray for 
workers, as we give our firstfruits to support the work, and as we share 
God’s Word. And we grow the church by realizing that Jesus made a 
promise that he will give true life through that work. How much God must 
love this world! How much must God love you! He’s called you to be his 



own, and he’s prepared a rich harvest. The Work is Done; Let’s Get to 
Work. Amen. 


