
8th Sunday after Pentecost 
Luke 10:25-37 

Sermon #979 
August 4, 2019 

Erich Jonathan Hoeft 
 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+10%3A25-37&version=NIV


25 Just then, an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus, saying, “Teacher, 
what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 26 “What is written in the law?” he 
asked him. “What do you read there?” 27 He replied, “Love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and 
with all your mind; and, love your neighbor as yourself.” 28 He said to 
him, “You have answered correctly. Do this, and you will live.” 29 But he 
wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 
30 Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho. He 
fell among robbers who stripped him, beat him, and went away, leaving 
him half dead. 31 It just so happened that a priest was going down that 
way. But when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. 32 In the 
same way, a Levite also happened to go there, but when he saw the man, 
he passed by on the other side. 33 A Samaritan, as he traveled, came to 
where the man was. When he saw him, he felt sorry for the man. 34 He 
went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring oil and wine on them. 
He put him on his own animal, took him to an inn, and took care of him. 
35 The next day, when he left, he took out two denarii, gave them to the 
innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of him. Whatever extra you spend, I will 
repay you when I return.’ 36 Which of these three do you think acted like 
a neighbor to the man who fell among robbers?” 37 “The one who showed 
mercy to him,” he replied. Then Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.” 

Dear Friends and Fellow Redeemed in Christ Jesus our Lord, 

Who is my neighbor?  It’s the question posed by the legal expert Jesus is 
talking to in today’s gospel.  Who is my neighbor?  Probably the first 
person who comes to mind when you and I think about that question is the 
person who lives next door.  Maybe you think of the kids you play with, or 
the ones you played with when you were a kid.  Or maybe you think of 
some of the stereotypes that go along with it, whether it’s the wise advice 
of a neighbor like Wilson from the TV show of years ago, Home 
Improvement, or whether it’s the nosy lady next door who knows 
everything about everyone.  



But the word neighbor as it is used in today’s gospel isn’t quite that 
specific.  All it expresses is proximity – a person who is near enough to you 
that you can have an impact on their life in some way, whether it be 
through personal or digital interaction.  And so when we think about it that 
way, we have a lot of neighbors.  Today, as we once again consider “What 
does it mean to follow Christ,” Jesus reminds us that part of following him 
is showing love to our neighbors, and through a conversation he has with 
an expert in religious law, Jesus teaches us a very important lesson about 
our relationships with the people around us.  

So how did this conversation start?  Well, you have to understand a little 
about the spiritual leadership of the Israelites in New Testament 
times.  There were several different factions of religious leadership in Jesus 
time, and there were rather significant differences between them.  You 
have probably head of groups like the Pharisees, Sadducees, Priests, and 
others.  But they had one thing in common.  As a general rule, the spiritual 
leaders of the time were mostly not Jesus’ biggest fans.  And yet despite his 
disagreements with the leaders, Jesus remained wildly popular with a large 
segment of the population, so it’s not really all that surprising that in the 
gospels we see the leaders engaged in debate with Jesus rather frequently, 
attempting to show publically what they thought was the error of his 
ways.  

Perhaps this particular legal scholar had been sent by others to try and trap 
Jesus, or perhaps he just thought that he might succeed where the other 
religious leaders of his day had failed – maybe he would be the one to trap 
this Jesus guy and show once and for all that he didn’t have enough respect 
for the all-important Law of Moses.  25 Just then, an expert in the law stood 
up to test Jesus, saying, “Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal 
life?”  Jesus’ response takes him right where he wanted to go:  “What is 
written in the law?” he asked him. “What do you read there?” 27 He 
replied, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, 
with all your strength, and with all your mind; and, love your neighbor 



as yourself.” 28 He said to him, “You have answered correctly. Do this, 
and you will live.”  Do this, Jesus says, and you will live eternally.  But it’s 
not as simple as it sounds.  The verb form indicates repeated, habitual 
action.  Do this, day after day, year after year, perfectly and without fail, 
always love the Lord your God, always love your neighbor as yourself.  Do 
this and you will live.  

But of course, that is impossible for sinful people.  And you can see this 
legal expert wrestling with it in his next question for Jesus: 29 But he 
wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my 
neighbor?”   And the implication behind that question is this: there are 
some people out there who are NOT my neighbors, whom I am NOT 
obligated to show love to.  And so I am not responsible for my less than 
loving actions toward people who don’t deserve it.  Perhaps he was 
thinking, “Does Jesus really expect me to love that tax collector?  Everyone 
knows that the Romans look the other way when he cheats extra money 
from everyone and makes himself rich.  Does Jesus really expect me to love 
that guy who offers sacrifices to the Roman gods?  He clearly supports 
Roman rule in this area and doesn’t care about those of us who worship the 
true God!  Does Jesus really expect me to love that thief?  That 
murderer?  Jesus, tell me: who deserves to be treated in a neighborly 
way?  Because I’m pretty sure the times when I’ve not been kind to other 
people were their fault – they didn’t deserve my kindness anyway.  

Have you ever felt yourself slipping into that kind of mindset?  If you’re 
anything like me, you probably have, because it’s really easy.  Does Jesus 
really want me to show love and kindness to political activists who have 
made it their life’s work to find ways to sue Christian churches and schools 
out of existence?  Does Jesus really expect me to show love and forgive that 
friend or relative who hurt me so deeply when they haven’t even showed 
any sign of changing their ways?  Does Jesus really expect me to show 
neighborly kindness to that gossiping classmate?  Doesn’t he realize what 
she just said about me?  “And who is my neighbor?”  Who exactly am I 



supposed to love as myself, because there are certainly times when they 
don’t deserve my love and kindness.     

Today, Jesus answers that question with a parable.  30 Jesus replied, “A 
man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho. He fell among robbers 
who stripped him, beat him, and went away, leaving him half dead. 31 It 
just so happened that a priest was going down that way. But when he 
saw the man, he passed by on the other side. 32 In the same way, a Levite 
also happened to go there, but when he saw the man, he passed by on the 
other side.  Perhaps they were afraid the original robbers were still in the 
area, perhaps they were in a hurry, or perhaps they just didn’t care enough 
– Jesus doesn’t share a motive.  But a priest and a Levite – a member of the 
tribe from whom the priests were to come – these were people whom 
you’d expect to set an example and do the right thing.  

33 A Samaritan, as he traveled, came to where the man was. When he saw 
him, he felt sorry for the man. 34 He went to him and bandaged his 
wounds, pouring oil and wine on them. He put him on his own animal, 
took him to an inn, and took care of him.  And he didn’t stop with just 
getting the man to a place where he would be safe and have some medical 
care: 35 The next day, when he left, he took out two denarii, gave them to 
the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of him. Whatever extra you spend, I 
will repay you when I return.’    

For those who were listening, the most unexpected thing about this parable 
would have been the man who rendered aid to the victim of this crime – he 
was a Samaritan.  The Samaritans were a group of people living north of 
Jerusalem who were part Israelite by lineage, but also part descendants of 
other nations.  Like their lineage, their religious background was a bit 
mixed too, as many of them mingled Old Testament religion with other 
religious traditions they had been exposed too.  Jews generally hated 
Samaritans, and usually treated them with contempt.  And yet, the 
Samaritan in Jesus’ parable not only helps a Jewish man in need, but goes 



way above and beyond what would be expected by paying for his care 
until he is healed enough to care for himself.  

For those who understand all these cultural implications, it's a shocking 
parable.  The so-called “good people” are the ones doing the wrong thing, 
the so-called “bad person” does the right thing, and does it for someone 
who would have treated him with contempt had they met on the street 
without the context of robbery.  The legal expert asked Jesus: “Who is my 
neighbor,” but Jesus’ parable demands we consider a deeper and more 
penetrating question.  Jesus asked the legal expert: 36 Which of these three 
do you think acted like a neighbor to the man who fell among robbers?” 
37 “The one who showed mercy to him,” he replied. Then Jesus told him, 
“Go and do likewise.”   Instead of wasting time trying to determine how 
deserving those around us might be or not be, Jesus says: just ask yourself 
this question: Are you a neighbor?  

The answer to that question today is not any prettier than it was in Jesus’ 
day.  So often we look at our love, our neighborliness if you will, as a gift 
that we walk around and bestow on those who for one reason or another 
are worthy of it.  We show love to our enemies – when they change their 
ways.  We forgive relatives and friends – when they’ve admitted they are 
wrong and have adequately apologized.  We stop seeking revenge on that 
gossiping classmate – after she has admitted that she was spreading lies 
and half-truths.  But “Who is my neighbor” is the wrong question – 
everyone we come into contact with is a neighbor.  And so Jesus turns the 
tables and asks you and me: “Are you a neighbor to those around 
you?”  Do you look for chances to help those in need with what you have 
to offer?  Do you seek out ways to show love?  

But this discussion has a much deeper level than our relationships with 
other people.  Remember where this conversation started?  The legal expert 
had asked, “What must I do to inherit eternal life?”  And Jesus’ 
answer?  Love God, and your neighbor – perfectly.  It’s a requirement for 



living with God eternally.  Nothing short of perfection will do.  And so we 
are forced to ask, “Who is a neighbor?”  And in answering Jesus’ question, 
there is not a single person here today who can claim to have done it, you 
and me included.  

But that was the whole point, because there is one, one in the history of the 
world, who has been a perfect neighbor, who behaved like the Samaritan in 
this parable, and not just once but every single time, and that is 
Jesus.  Every word and action in Jesus’ life was spoken and done for the 
good of the people around him, and we’re not just talking about miracles 
and healings, wise advice and interesting teachings.  

Why was Jesus talking to this religious leader in the first place?  The man 
hated him, and wanted nothing more than to make him look foolish!  But 
Jesus loved him, and wanted to show him what he needed spiritually to 
have eternal life, and that started with seeing that he needed a Savior from 
his sin.  And it wasn’t just this man – Jesus showed the same neighborly 
love and concern to every person he came into contact with – not just his 
supporters but also his enemies, even asking God to forgive them while 
they were torturing him to death.  

Who is a neighbor?  Only Jesus, and he was a neighbor in the perfect way 
that you and I fall so far short of.  But the best part is, it wasn’t just a matter 
of setting a good example – Jesus did this perfectly for you and me.  When 
Jesus loved his enemies – he was doing that for you.  When Jesus loved 
those who were trying to prevent him from doing his work – he did that 
for you and for me.  Jesus lived a life that would earn eternal life, all so that 
he could carry out the greatest possible act of love and lay down his life to 
forgive all the times when we have fallen short of perfection – all so that he 
could help us with our greatest spiritual need, promising us that whoever 
believes in him will be saved – will live eternally in heaven as a free gift 
from God.  Who is a neighbor?  Jesus is your neighbor.    



And today he invites us to reflect that same love in our lives.  He says “Go 
and do likewise.”  And only with Jesus is that possible.  Only with Jesus’ 
help can you and I put ourselves and our own interests aside and seek out 
ways to be a neighbor to others.  Only with Jesus will we find the strength 
to demonstrate Christian love to those who hate us, only with Jesus will it 
be possible to forgive those who have hurt us so deeply.  Only through 
Jesus can we be a neighbor, showing the love he has showed to us, and 
sharing the good news of forgiveness and eternal life with those around 
who so desperately need to hear it.  Amen. 

 


