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11:1 On another occasion, Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he 
finished, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, just as 
John also taught his disciples.” 
2 He said to them, “When you pray, say, ‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed 
be your name. Your kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. 3 Give us each day our daily bread. 4 Forgive us our sins, as we 
also forgive everyone who sins against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.’” 
5 He said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at 
midnight and tell him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread, 6 because a 
friend of mine who is on a journey has come to me, and I do not have 
anything to set before him.’ 7 And the one inside replies, ‘Don’t bother 
me. The door is already locked, and my children and I are in bed. I can’t 
get up and give it to you.’ 8 I tell you, even if he will not get up and give 
him anything because he is his friend, yet because of his bold 
persistence, he will get up and give him as much as he needs. 
9 “I tell you, keep asking, and it will be given to you. Keep seeking, and 
you will find. Keep knocking, and it will be opened to you. 10 For 
everyone who asks receives. The one who seeks finds. And to the one 
who knocks, it will be opened. 
11 “What father among you, if your son asks for bread, would give him a 
stone? Or if he asks for a fish, would give him a snake instead of a fish? 
12 Or if he asks for an egg, would give him a scorpion? 13 If you then, 
though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how 
much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who 
ask him?” 

Dear Friends and Fellow Redeemed in Christ, 

Martin Luther had a lot to say about prayer.  If you have had much 
Lutheran education in your background, whether formal or informal, 
many of you have had the opportunity to study Luther’s explanation to the 
Lord’s prayer in the catechism, where Luther teaches us what we are 
praying for in each of the seven petitions (or requests).  If you haven’t ever 



had the opportunity to learn Luther’s explanations for the Lord’s prayer, 
I’d strongly encourage you to do so; and even if you have, I’d encourage 
you to go back and review, especially since we won’t be spending a whole 
lot of time on each of the petitions today.  

But Luther teaches more than just “what does this mean” when it comes to 
prayer.  He has much to say about the difficulty of prayer, the power of 
prayer, and especially the importance of prayer in the Christian life.  Each 
of these is worth considering as we take notice of the fact that our whole 
worship service today surrounds topic of prayer.  And although Dr. Martin 
Luther is certainly a more than adequate teacher on the subject of prayer, 
we can do even better than that.  Today, in our Gospel reading from Luke 
chapter 11, our Lord Jesus himself teaches us to pray.  

As we continue our summer theme of “what it means to follow Christ,” it is 
good for all of us to notice, and then share in the desire and the request of 
one of Jesus’ first century followers, described here in our introductory 
verse.  On another occasion, Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he 
finished, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, just as 
John also taught his disciples.” We don’t want to skip over that first 
sentence.  The first way that Jesus teaches us to pray is with his own 
example.  Throughout his ministry, Jesus modeled a life of prayer, so that in 
the four gospel accounts we have dozens of examples of Jesus taking time, 
(or better yet) making time, to pray.  We realize that Jesus is himself true 
God, and yet he still considers communication with his heavenly Father in 
prayer something that he cannot do without.  As followers of Jesus Christ, 
therefore, we come to understand as this disciple did, that prayer is 
something we cannot do without.  Here Luther summed it up this way: “Let 
the man who fails to pray not imagine that he is a Christian…” In other 
words, if you are a Christian, you pray!  It’s what we do. 

So, at this realization, our next question is this: For what should we 
pray?  And Jesus answers in familiar words.  2 He said to them, “When 
you pray, say, ‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your 
kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 3 Give us 



each day our daily bread. 4 Forgive us our sins, as we also forgive 
everyone who sins against us. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.’” Anything seem odd there?  If so, it’s probably 
because the Lord’s Prayer appears twice in the Gospels - Jesus probably 
taught variations of it over and over.  Here in Luke we have the shorter 
version - which is different from the one that you and I have 
memorized.  And that’s ok… In fact, it might be helpful to use this version 
now and then, because it might encourage us to slow down and actually 
think about what we are saying instead of just rattling off a mindless 
formula.  Here Luther wrote in a letter to his friend Peter, “The Lord’s 
Prayer…is the greatest martyr on earth.  For everybody grieves it and 
abuses it, and few cheer and gladden it by rightly using it.”  In other 
words, we kill the Lord’s Prayer again and again, every time we speak the 
words without meaning them in our heart.  Without the heart, praying is 
not really prayer.  

If we focus on the words the Lord teaches us to pray, however, we notice 
that Jesus teaches us to align our thoughts with God’s, and to be far more 
concerned with our souls than with our bodies.  As his followers, then, let 
the Lord’s prayer guide you to be more concerned with the Father’s name 
than your own.  Let your priority be for God’s kingdom, not your own; 
God’s will more than yours.  Let your attitude toward money and 
possessions be one of thanksgiving for daily bread, not a constant striving 
for more and better.  Let your forgiveness for others be full and free, just as 
God forgives you.  And finally, spend your time and your money and your 
energy on activities that glorify God, not those that simply entertain us or 
distract our minds or even lead us to sin and dishonor his name.  And 
when you ask God for all of these, be bold; know that the desires fit God’s 
plans for us (because the words come from him), and mean it!  That goes 
for every godly prayer, not just one; our Lord teaches us to pray 
confidently.  

5 He said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at 
midnight and tell him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread, 6 because a 



friend of mine who is on a journey has come to me, and I do not have 
anything to set before him.’ 7 And the one inside replies, ‘Don’t bother 
me. The door is already locked, and my children and I are in bed. I can’t 
get up and give it to you.’ 8 I tell you, even if he will not get up and give 
him anything because he is his friend, yet because of his bold 
persistence, he will get up and give him as much as he needs.  

The man in the story answers because he knows his midnight visitor isn’t 
leaving empty-handed.  Our Lord Jesus teaches us to pray with the same 
boldness, persistence, and confidence that whenever we ask anything of 
God, he won’t send us away with nothing.  9 “I tell you, keep asking, and 
it will be given to you. Keep seeking, and you will find. Keep knocking, 
and it will be opened to you. 10 For everyone who asks receives. The one 
who seeks finds. And to the one who knocks, it will be opened.  

Memorable words, to many of us, but they don’t seem to be three 
expressions for one polite request.  Note the progression of intensity 
here.  First of all, in your prayer life, don’t be afraid to ask.  We’ve all been 
there, asking God for something, and it seems like nothing happens.  Do 
you think God wants us to stop there, or could it be that our God wants us 
to seek him out, to know him better and to grow in our trust that he wants 
to be found?  What happens when we look for God and can’t seem to find 
him?  Should we stop there, or could it be that God wants us to rise in faith 
to the very gates of heaven and pound on the door with an insistence and 
intensity that will not be satisfied by anything, except for the God of the 
universe to hear us and answer us in our pleading?  

Perhaps at this point, it hits you like it hits me.  Who am I to knock on 
God’s door?  How can I call myself worthy to ask—much less demand—
anything from God?  Good questions.  Yes, it is absolutely true that on our 
own, our selfishness and disobedience and rebellion against God, our 
failure to pray regularly, our mindless chattering when we do pray…all of 
these leave us deserving snakes and scorpions and stones from God 
instead of what we ask for.  But one simple word in Jesus’ teaching on 



prayer changes all that.  It’s the Word “Father,” and it perfectly describes 
the way God looks at his relationship with us through our Lord Jesus.  

You see, Jesus wants every single one of us to know that through him, the 
relationship changes.  Through the blood of Jesus that purifies you from 
every sin, and through the perfect life offered into death and then raised 
from the grave for you, and through the Spirit that gave you a new birth 
into a living hope at your baptism, as Luther says, we now have the blessed 
right to ascend to the throne of grace and ask our Father for anything, just 
as dear children are unafraid to make requests of their dear fathers.  Our 
Lord teaches us that in him, we are counted worthy to pray. 

Here’s how Jesus said it.  11 “What father among you, if your son asks for 
bread, would give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, would give him a 
snake instead of a fish? 12 Or if he asks for an egg, would give him a 
scorpion? 13 If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good 
gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the 
Holy Spirit to those who ask him?” No loving earthly father, despite his 
sinful nature, is going to treat his children this way.  Instead, a good Father 
is going to listen to every request, and then do what is best for his 
child.  Sometimes that means saying no.  And even though the child 
doesn’t understand why, a good father evaluates not only the request, but 
also the outcome—and acts accordingly.  

Of course God knows the future better than any of our dads ever 
did.  When he says no to our prayers, it doesn’t show a lack of love, but 
rather the opposite.  God loves us enough to do what is best for us, even if 
it means denying us what we want so badly.  

For me, it’s always helpful to think of God answering prayer this way: First 
of all, remember that he loves you.  He says it again and again, and he 
showed it best by sending Jesus to save you.  That’s already done, and now 
in Christ you are his child.  Second, our gracious God delights in your 
prayers.  He commands prayer, and when you pour your heart into your 
prayers, you are showing him how much you trust in his promises to hear 



them.  And finally, trust that God is going to answer one of two ways: he is 
either going to give you exactly what you ask for… or something 
better.  God is good, all the time.  Why would that change when you pray 
to him?  He is going to keep on being good, and doing good, and 
answering prayer in a way that turns out for…good! 

So pray.  Pray without ceasing.  Pray freely and joyfully, in faith, to the 
Father who wants to hear you.  Who wants to give you good things.  Pray 
in humility, for Father knows best, and will give you what you need.  Pray 
confidently in the name of Jesus, who makes our prayers and our very 
selves acceptable to God, through his life and death for us all.  Pray in him, 
and live in him, until he calls you to be with him forever, in Jesus’ 
name.  Amen. 

 


