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13 Someone from the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to 
divide the inheritance with me.” 14 But Jesus said to him, “Man, who 
appointed me to be a judge or an arbitrator over you?” 
15 Then he said to them, “Watch out and be on guard against all greed, 
because a man’s life is not measured by how many possessions he has.” 
16 He told them a parable: “The land of a certain rich man produced very 
well. 17 He was thinking to himself, ‘What will I do, because I do not 
have anywhere to store my crops?’ 18 He said, ‘This is what I will do. I 
will pull down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store all 
my grain and goods. 19 And I will tell my soul, “Soul, you have many 
goods stored up for many years. Take it easy. Eat, drink, and be merry.”’ 
20 “But God said to him, ‘You fool, this night your soul will be demanded 
from you. Now who will get what you have prepared?’ 
21 “That is how it will be for anyone who stores up treasure for himself 
and is not rich toward God.” 

Dear Friends and Fellow Redeemed in Christ Jesus our Lord, 

What does it mean to be rich?  Have you ever tried to nail down a 
definition in your own mind of what it takes to make a person rich? If we 
sat here a while, we’d probably come up with a wiser answer for what it 
means to be rich, but if we are like most people, our first thought is … rich 
people make more money than I do.  Rich people have more money than I 
do.  That means that rich people get to spend a whole lot more money than 
I do, and they get to have things and do things and see places that I don’t 
have or do or see.  

Depending on what generation you are a part of, maybe you remember 
watching “Lifestyles of the Rich and Famous,” or MTV “Cribs,” or 
whatever current television shows take us behind the barriers of sprawling 
estates and give a glimpse of the luxurious life of rich, successful people in 
our world today.  So, if that’s your idea of “rich,” it becomes a word that is 
only the stuff of dreams—something we are not, and most likely will never 
be.  



But Jesus teaches us to use the word “rich” in a new and different way.  In 
fact, that is the whole aim of our message today, to first ask and then truly 
understand the question,  

“HOW RICH ARE YOU?”   

Let’s look again at the setting for this teaching.  Our opening verses 
again:  13 Someone from the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother 
to divide the inheritance with me.” 14 But Jesus said to him, “Man, who 
appointed me to be a judge or an arbitrator over you?” 

In a world where everyone eventually dies, it’s a situation that repeats 
itself again and again; it happens every day.  Parents die, and their children 
inherit what they leave behind (as we heard in our first lesson).  It happens 
all the time, and quite often, it gets kind of ugly.  Now, we don’t know 
exactly what the details are in this case, only that a man is upset at his 
brother because he is dissatisfied with the way things worked out.  And so 
he comes to Jesus to help him out.  

Of course Jesus knows the details without having to ask.  And still, instead 
of settling the matter quickly and fairly and leaving it at that, Jesus points 
out that he didn’t come to do this kind of work.  For all those who had 
gathered to witness an arbitration, Jesus instead provides an 
education.   15 Then he said to them, “Watch out and be on guard against 
all greed, because a man’s life is not measured by how many possessions 
he has.”  A fitting warning for us all.  Why?  Because no matter how rich 
you are, no matter how poor you are, every single one of us has one thing 
in common: a part of us that always wants more.  

You see, greed is a tricky sin.  Most of the time, no one else can see it (and 
we don’t realize it’s there) until it’s too late.  It simmers within us as a mere 
idea, and if it isn’t contained, it boils over into stress and jealousy or 
dishonesty and fraud, lying on time cards or tax forms, taking advantage of 
others in business transactions, or even outright stealing what belongs to 



someone else.  We are so quick to judge the greed of others and so slow to 
recognize it in ourselves.  

The worst part of greed is the way it affects our relationship with 
God;  instead of recognizing how richly blessed we are by our heavenly 
Father, we are tempted to keep demanding more and more and more, 
maybe even accusing God of withholding good things we think we need 
for our lives.  I don’t know if any of us is guilty of committing all of those 
sins we just listed; but we need to know that every one of those sins, 
including the seemingly harmless sin of greed itself, is a great offense to 
our Almighty God, and it keeps us from knowing him better.  

To illustrate this point, Jesus tells a story.  16 He told them a parable: “The 
land of a certain rich man produced very well. 17 He was thinking to 
himself, ‘What will I do, because I do not have anywhere to store my 
crops?’ 18 He said, ‘This is what I will do. I will pull down my barns and 
build bigger ones, and there I will store all my grain and goods. 19 And I 
will tell my soul, “Soul, you have many goods stored up for many years. 
Take it easy. Eat, drink, and be merry.”’ 
Seems simple enough: a man who is already rich gets even richer, and he 
decides there is no need to work anymore.  He has enough to retire and 
live off of what he has accumulated with all his hard work and smart 
saving.  But if you are following along in the Bible, you may notice that this 
section of Scripture has a heading, and it isn’t called the parable of the wise 
rich man; in most Bible translations, it’s called “The Parable of the Rich 
Fool.”  The obvious reason is in the closing verses: 20 “But God said to him, 
‘You fool, this night your soul will be demanded from you. Now who 
will get what you have prepared?’ 

The problem with the man in the story isn’t that he was rich.  The problem 
is that he was a fool.  Why, though?  Is Jesus saying that we shouldn’t have 
nice things?  Is Jesus saying that we shouldn’t have a lot of things?  Is Jesus 
saying that we shouldn’t make money and save it for the future?  Is Jesus 
saying that we shouldn’t retire early?  To every one of those questions, the 
answer is no.  After the story ends, Jesus gives the purpose behind 



it…21 “That is how it will be for anyone who stores up treasure for 
himself and is not rich toward God.”   

Financially speaking, the man did alright.  Spiritually speaking, he was 
bankrupt.  Jesus makes an incredibly important distinction here: how rich 
you are doesn’t matter to God.  How rich you are toward God does matter, 
though.  

And since Jesus used a fictional person to make his point, maybe we can 
too, today.  In fact, let’s compare and contrast two fictional people, both 
Christians.  It doesn’t matter whether they are young or old; married or 
single; full time, part time, or retired; or how much income they 
have.  We’ll call them person A and person Z, and they’ll show us two 
ways of looking at money. 

Person A acquires some money and says, “What should I do with 
it?”  Thinks about it, and spends some on buying something nice and going 
out for dinner: “after all, I can afford it.”  Then person A does the 
responsible thing, and pays the bills and makes some loan payments, 
too.  Buys the necessities, sets a chunk down for savings, and then comes to 
church on Sunday.  Doesn’t have much left, but drops a few bills in the 
offering plate as it goes by.  

Person Z acquires some money and says, “What should I do with 
it?”  Thinks about it, and before anything else, says, “Thank you God, for 
blessing me with this gift.  I am your child, you promised to provide for 
me, and I am grateful.  Help me to use it wisely for your glory.”  Next, 
person Z sets aside an offering for God and for the work of the 
church.  Pays the bills and makes some loan payments, too.  Sets a chunk 
down for savings, spends what is left over on buying the necessities, and 
every now and then, going out for dinner or buying something nice.  But 
when the offering plate comes around, there is a joyful gift to be made out 
of thanks to God.  



So, what do you think?  Two Christians both spend, save, and give; which 
one is rich toward God?  That one is easy.  Now for the more difficult 
question: which one is most like me?  Which one is most like you and the 
way your financial blessings are divvied up?  Now, we can all admit that 
we don’t necessarily have to be one or the other; there is a whole spectrum 
between A and Z, but which one is most like you?  And before any of us 
say, “Well, if I made more money, I’d be able to give a lot more to God…” 
remember that we never nailed down the amount of income or exact 
offering amount.  The numbers aren’t what define any of us.  So what 
does?  

When God placed a value on your life, he made it priceless.  He planned 
you, he formed you, he made you, and he gave you life.  He knew you 
were unable to come to him, because you get in your own way, so he came 
to you.  Jesus not only taught us; he bought us with his own blood as he 
gave his very life as the one perfect, priceless sacrifice to satisfy God’s 
wrath against your greed, selfishness, dissatisfaction and godless 
insecurity.  He washed us clean of every sin, he placed his own Spirit in us 
to create a trust in him that we never would have come up with on our 
own, and now he feeds us with his Word and Sacrament so that we have 
constant reminders of God’s unchanging grace, his promises of provision 
for every need, and the blessed assurance of a home in the mansions of 
heaven—as Peter says, into an inheritance that is undying, undefiled, and 
unfading, kept in heaven for you (1 Peter 1:4).  As Paul writes to the 
Corinthians, you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that although 
he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that through his 
poverty you might become rich (2 Corinthians 8:9).  That’s how much you 
are worth to him.  How much is he worth to you? 

How rich are you?  If we are looking at money and possessions alone, 
realize that all the money in the world isn’t enough.  But in Christ, you are 
eternally rich, and it didn’t cost you a thing.  Now respond as Jesus teaches 
you, and be rich toward God.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 


