
12th Sunday after Pentecost 
Luke 12:32:40 
Sermon #983 

September 1, 2019 
Erich Jonathan Hoeft 

  



32 Do not be afraid, little flock, because your Father is pleased to give you 
the kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions and give to the needy. Provide 
money bags for yourselves that do not become old, a treasure in the 
heavens that will not fail, where no thief comes near and no moth 
destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
35 “Be dressed, ready for service, and keep your lamps burning. 36 Be like 
people waiting for their master to return from a wedding banquet, so 
that when he comes and knocks they can immediately open the door for 
him. 37 Blessed are those servants, whom the master will find watching 
when he comes. Amen I tell you: He will dress himself and have them 
recline at the table, and he will come and serve them. 38 Even if he comes 
in the second or third watch, they will be blessed if he finds them alert. 
39 But know this: If the master of the house had known at what hour the 
thief was coming, he would have watched and not allowed his house to 
be broken into. 40 You also be ready, because the Son of Man is coming at 
an hour when you are not expecting him.” 

In the Name of Jesus Christ Dear Friends and Fellow Redeemed, 

The first treasure I can remember was my Heman action figures.  I would 
get a dollar a week for an allowance, and each one cost three dollars, so 
every three weeks I would be able to buy a new one.  After that stage, I 
moved on to G.I. Joes, then video games, then books. Then it was a car to 
drive, then a computer for college, and on to the concerns of an adult.  

You can certainly come up with your own list if you look back at the 
treasures of your lifetime.  But what do so many of these treasures have in 
common?  By and large, we don’t even give a single thought today to the 
things we once treasured.  As for me, everything on my list is either worn 
out, in the junk yard, or collecting dust in a closet somewhere.  

With only one exception, today’s treasures are tomorrow’s trash.  Today, 
Jesus teaches us about that exception, as he steers our hearts toward  

A TREASURE WORTH WAITING FOR.   



In many ways, the line of thought continues from last week’s Gospel, 
where Jesus told us to “Watch out and be on guard against all greed, 
because a man’s life is not measured by how many possessions he 
has” (Luke 12:15). This week, Jesus compares earthly possessions to 
heavenly treasures, and if we humbly let him teach us, we will leave here 
first of all refreshed by his message, and also ready for service to him and 
to one another.  

Let’s look at the first verse again.  32 Do not be afraid, little flock, because 
your Father is pleased to give you the kingdom.  This world gives us all 
kinds of reasons to be afraid: we are inundated with threats of climate 
change and severe storms, economic collapse, political scandals, and 
terrorist attacks.  It seems like we are always at risk of losing our jobs, 
losing our freedoms, losing our savings and our homes and our health and 
even our lives.  If any of us are prone to worry, and many of us are, we can 
find all kinds of things to worry about.  

But Jesus says, “Don’t worry; don’t be afraid.”  How can he say 
that?  Because we are his little flock, and he is our good shepherd.  And in 
Jesus, our Good Shepherd, by his teaching, by his obeying, by his living, by 
his dying, and by his rising again, His Father is our Father, and His 
Kingdom is our kingdom.  

And don’t miss the word “give,” as in God gives you the Kingdom.  What 
do we give God?  Well, we give him reason to send us away.  Instead of 
trusting in him to provide, we are tempted to worry that he won’t take care 
of us.  When he says he will give what is best, we give him our worst: our 
faithless worrying and our selfish pride.  When he points out our 
disobedience, we give him our excuses and our accusations, blaming 
everyone else but ourselves.  And yet for all who turn to him in 
repentance—all who confess our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior, the 
Father frees us from the dungeon of our sin and places us on a throne next 
to him.  He gives you the Kingdom.  



We probably need to hear that again before we go on.  The Father has been 
pleased to give you the kingdom—it’s a kingdom of righteousness and 
forgiveness, of blessing after blessing, of hope and joy and peace that never 
ends.  Let that sink in for a second…and then listen to what Jesus says next: 
33 Sell your possessions and give to the needy. (Let that sink in, too…) 
Provide money bags for yourselves that do not become old, a treasure in 
the heavens that will not fail, where no thief comes near and no moth 
destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  

An American Christian on a journey stopped in to visit a faraway friend in 
Eastern Europe.  When he arrived, he was surprised to see that his 
European friend had an apartment without many furnishings: only a bed, a 
lamp, and a stack of books.  As evening approached, the American was 
getting a little nervous about the sleeping arrangements, and so he came 
out and asked, “Where is the rest of your furniture?”  To which the 
European replied, “You mean you didn’t bring any with you?”  And the 
American chuckled out loud and said, “No, I’m just visiting here.”  And 
the host immediately countered with, “So am I.”  

Does it make you a little sad to think that all your worldly possessions are 
temporary?  Does it pain you to think of giving them all away?  Does it 
almost hurt to think about everything we’d miss out on if life ended today 
and we had to leave it all behind?  If we are all about earthly treasures, 
perhaps.  But what if we look at it from the heavenly perspective, and think 
about all the worries we get to leave behind?  No more temptations, no 
more fears, no more aches and pains or illnesses, no more grieving and 
mourning, no more tragedies or terrorists or loneliness or loss ever 
again.  You put that all together, and it’s a treasure worth waiting for.  So 
Jesus says, detach yourself from earthly treasures, and attach yourself and 
your heart to eternal treasure.  

What does that look like?  Jesus gives an illustration to teach us.   

35 “Be dressed, ready for service, and keep your lamps burning. 36 Be like 
people waiting for their master to return from a wedding banquet, so 



that when he comes and knocks they can immediately open the door for 
him. 37 Blessed are those servants, whom the master will find watching 
when he comes. Amen I tell you: He will dress himself and have them 
recline at the table, and he will come and serve them. 38 Even if he comes 
in the second or third watch, they will be blessed if he finds them alert. 
39 But know this: If the master of the house had known at what hour the 
thief was coming, he would have watched and not allowed his house to 
be broken into. 40 You also be ready, because the Son of Man is coming at 
an hour when you are not expecting him.” 

When Jesus promises a Treasure worth Waiting for, what is the proper 
response?  Don’t think too hard…It’s waiting, right?  But don’t think of 
sitting in a waiting room, trying to pass the time with a Golf Digest or People 
magazine until your name is called.  That is a passive kind of waiting, not 
much more than killing time.  The kind of waiting that Jesus is encouraging 
here is an active waiting; that’s why he tells us to be dressed ready for 
service and keep your lamps burning.  The servants in the story aren’t 
supposed to put everything on hold while they wait for their master to 
return; no, they fully expect that he could come at any moment, and so 
they want everything to be ready for him.  

Make no mistake, Jesus is coming back.  It could be today.  But if we have 
to wait a bit longer, it means that our Master has work for us to do.  It 
means he wants to save more people, and the way he will save them is the 
same way he saved us: through the ministry of the gospel, through the 
spread of that good news that Jesus is the Way, the Truth, and the Life, and 
no one comes to God except through him.  Through the work of the Holy 
Spirit, by your baptism, by the faith you’ve been given, by the Word you 
hear and read and learn, by the body and blood you receive, you are ready 
for the coming of Christ.  You have eternal treasure waiting for you in 
heaven. 

But we all have people close to us who are not ready—not yet.  Family 
members, friends, neighbors, people we know from work and school and 
other connections.  As long as we have time on this earth, we have time to 



serve Jesus by sharing him and inviting others to share in heavenly 
treasures.  

If it is motivation we lack, look no further than Jesus’ encouraging words to 
us.  He makes no threats here, only promises.  37 Blessed are those servants, 
whom the master will find watching when he comes. Amen I tell you: He 
will dress himself and have them recline at the table, and he will come 
and serve them.  There will come a time when the waiting and watching is 
over, when life is easy and we can all rest from service.  Now is not that 
time.  Now is the time to watch and wait, to grow in faith and serve one 
another in love, to reach out to one soul after another until there are no 
more souls to reach.  Now is the time to keep the lamps burning and invite 
those in the dark to come into the light of salvation that is only found in 
Jesus.  

Friends, what Jesus is telling us today is a big deal.  These are meant to be 
life-changing words.  Jesus reminds us that true treasures aren’t the ones 
that pull at our hearts now and compete for our wages.  The true treasure is 
Jesus, God’s eternal gift to sinners like us.  As we wait for him, we serve 
him by sharing him with those we know and those we don’t, with our time 
and our energy and whatever else God has given us in our short time on 
earth.  May God fill our hearts with such thanks that we respond to his 
grace by sharing it with the world.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 


