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31 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you remain in my 
word, you are really my disciples. 32 You will also know the truth, and the 
truth will set you free.” 

Dear Friends in Christ,  

Today is not Christmas and it is not Easter.  Yet in our circles as Lutheran 
Christians, it is still another high point in our spiritual lives.  It’s 
Reformation Day/Sunday.  So exactly who and what is it that we celebrate 
today?  What is our focus? 

As we have already seen in the opening dialogue of our service, it is 
historically hard not to associate this day to some degree with a man 
named Martin Luther.  And the fact is we are profoundly grateful that the 
God who controls history used Martin Luther and other reformers at 
various points in time to champion and clarify the Gospel message.  

But Luther, of course, is not the focus of our worship today, nor would he 
want to be.  Jesus is.  So if at Christmas we center our thoughts on Christ 
the Savior, and at Easter on Christ the Victor, through words he himself 
spoke in the Gospel of John our focus today will be on 

CHRIST, THE LIBERATOR 

Listen again to the words of our Gospel lesson:  31 So Jesus said to the Jews 
who had believed him, “If you remain in my word, you are really my 
disciples. 32 You will also know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 
Notice the progression of thought here.  Jesus equates true discipleship 
with following his teaching.  He equates his teaching with truth.  He 
equates knowing the truth with freedom.  We’ll spend the rest of our time 
this morning contemplating and rejoicing in the twin blessings of truth and 
freedom. 

Let’s go back roughly two thousand years ago.  The time:  hours before his 
crucifixion.  The place:  the private quarters of the Roman governor, 



Pontius Pilate.  Responding to his interrogation, Jesus made the statement 
that “Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.”  It was then Pontius 
Pilate asked his famously cynical question:  “What is truth?” 

He certainly wasn’t the first person to pose the question.  Philosophers and 
thinkers routinely mulled it over for hundreds of years before Pontius 
Pilate arrived on the scene.  And still do.  So, it’s not just an ancient 
question; it is an extremely modern one.  Google “what is truth” and you’ll 
find there are over 1.3 billion entries devoted to it.  Answering it seems to 
be a never ending quest for people of any day or any age who take the time 
to ponder deep thoughts. 

And what's the conclusion?  The consensus of both the ancient and modern 
world is that Pilate’s cynicism was justified; that the simple question “what 
is truth” is just too complex and too elusive to answer.  

That consensus is wrong.  There is an answer, and Jesus Christ provides it 
for us in John chapter 14.  There, in reply to an inquiry about the way to 
heaven, he said:  “I am the Way and the TRUTH and the Life. No one 
comes to the Father, except through me.”  Later on, in John chapter 17, 
Jesus gives us additional information on the subject.  As a part of what we 
refer to as his High Priestly prayer, he prays for his followers and asks our 
Heavenly Father to 17 “Sanctify them by the truth. YOUR WORD is truth.” 

Put it all together and this is our conclusion:  Jesus Christ is the 
TRUTH.  All of God’s Word is the TRUTH.  And what both Jesus Christ 
and the entire Bible is all about is the truth of the Gospel message. 

This is truth – Romans 3:21-25:   21 But now, completely apart from the law, 
a righteousness from God has been made known. The Law and the 
Prophets testify to it. 22 This righteousness from God comes through faith 
in Jesus Christ to all and over all who believe. 
In fact, there is no difference, 23 because all have sinned and fall short of 
the glory of God 24 and are justified freely by his grace through the 



redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God publicly displayed as the 
atonement seat through faith in his blood.  

This is truth:  Through faith in Jesus Christ’s perfect life and cruel death as 
our substitute and his glorious resurrection that substantiated his claim to 
be our Savior, we are forgiven all our sins.  We are redeemed from 
hell.  We who are by nature serial sinners become saints in the eyes of 
God.  And we now enjoy a right relationship with God. 

This is truth:  Heaven is ours.  For the believer there is no doubt, no 
question, no uncertainty as to where we will spend our eternity.  Without a 
hint of arrogance or pride or self-righteousness, we can say that we are 
going to heaven when we die.  The reason we can say this is because our 
eternal salvation does not depend on what we do for God, but entirely on 
what God has done for us in Jesus Christ.  

Yes, when it comes to salvation, Jesus Christ is the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth.  And what follows this knowledge of the truth 
is… FREEDOM. 

Because of Jesus Christ we have been freed first of all from our sins.  Let us 
make no mistake about it, freedom from (or forgiveness of) sin is 
mankind’s greatest need.  Putting it personally, it is our greatest need.  

Now, the world is not going to tell us that.  We live in a world that 
minimizes, sanitizes, rationalizes, and redefines the whole idea of sin.  But 
the fact of the matter is, sin against a holy God is serious business.  The 
Bible tells us just how serious:  sin damns.  

Which means, practically speaking, without forgiveness, nothing else in our 
lives really matters; But with forgiveness, everything else in our lives 
becomes secondary.  And thanks be to God, we have full and free 
forgiveness of our sins, which makes a tremendous difference in our 
lives.  How can it not? 



Since this is Reformation Day/Sunday, let me give you an illustration of the 
transforming effect of the Gospel message.  Those of us acquainted with 
the story of Martin Luther know there was a time when, by his own 
admission, he actually hated God.  He saw God only as the Judge of sins, 
not the Forgiver.  

As a result, Luther was always trying to please God and earn his favor by 
doing things – even to the point of physically harming himself so God 
would know just how serious he was about satisfying him.  Luther’s daily 
quest was to figure out what he could do to make God love him 
more.  Those were dark days for Luther. 

However, when he finally came to understand that God had freely and 
fully forgiven him all his sins by punishing Jesus Christ in his place, his 
outlook on God and life changed dramatically.  You may remember his 
statement that it was as if the gates of Paradise were opened up to him.  In 
the message of sins forgiven, Luther found peace.  He experienced joy.  He 
became acquainted with contentment.  

To restate it:  The forgiveness of sin, which translates into freedom from 
hell, is mankind’s greatest need.  And it is a need which has been met in 
Jesus Christ, Liberator. Sometimes the modern day church is scolded for 
not preaching a "relevant" message.  The truth is there is nothing more 
relevant than where we stand with God, and where we will spend our 
eternity. 

Jesus provides us other freedoms as well.  Such as… 

#1 – Freedom from worry and fear of the future.  Do you know how many 
times God tells his people that they should “fear not” or “don’t be afraid” 
or some similar type of statement?  The exact number is debatable, but it’s 
a lot.  What does that tell us about ourselves?  We must be pretty fearful 
creatures.  We find ourselves worrying about our health, our jobs, our 
relationships, our loved ones.  



We worry about the direction of our country and the things that are 
happening in the world.  We worry about our children and grandchildren 
and pray they will be able to stand firm on the solid foundation of God’s 
Word in a society that is in a constant state of erosion and an accelerated 
state of decay when it comes to Christian morals and values. 

In Psalm 31, King David writes:  15 “My times are in your hand.”  He is 
expressing the assurance all of us have that God is the One who is 
control.  In another place in Scripture we are told that “all things work 
together for the good of those that love God” (Romans 8:28) and that 
nothing “will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus 
our Lord” (Romans 8:39).  What all this means to us is that we need not 
fear the future, because God will take care of us then just as he has in the 
past.  Or in the words of the old campfire song:  He’s got the whole world 
in his hands.  

#2 – Freedom from a meaningless, unfulfilled life.  There are many people 
in our world who have no clue as to why they are here on this earth or how 
they got here in the first place.  If you think about it (and if they think about 
it), it must be very unsettling to go through life essentially adrift.  

It’s interesting to note that all of the attempts to answer life’s questions 
without God as the starting point always end up in the same place, namely, 
that there is no real meaning or purpose to life.  Life is nothing more than 
some sort of cosmic accident.  Not very empowering, is it? 

We are freed from such a pessimistic outlook.  As Christians we know that 
we are here on this earth at this particular point in time and space because 
this is what God has planned for us.  We also know that our reason for 
existence is to glorify God in whatever we do and to help spread the 
Gospel message in whatever ways are open to us. 

#3 – Freedom from the fear of death.  True or false:  Christians are not 
afraid to die.  That’s true.  We may have a fear of the dying process, but we 
know that for us death is but the door to eternal life.  We know where we 



are going and that “heaven is our home.”  This is a freedom which, sadly, 
the unbeliever does not have.  

For the unbeliever, death is the “grim reaper,” the end of the road.  For us, 
it’s the beginning of a never-ending journey in a place where “what no eye 
has seen and no ear has heard and no human mind has conceived— that 
is what God has prepared for those who love him” (1 Corinthians 2:9). 

About 20 years ago Steven Spielberg directed a film set in 1839 entitled 
“Amistad,” the name of a ship traveling from Cuba to America with over 
50 African slaves.  As the ship sailed into American waters one of the 
slaves led a successful mutiny, and the movie has to do with the trial that 
followed once they reached the United States. 

The slaves don’t understand any English and are ignorant of the 
proceedings going on around them, but as the trial goes on some of them 
begin to pick up on the meaning of few words they hear repeated.  During 
a particularly tense part of the trial during which lawyers are passionately 
debating the guilt and innocence of the oblivious Africans, their leader 
begins to softly chant:  “Give us free.”  The chant soon gains strength, and 
in a particularly moving scene in the movie the emboldened African leader 
rises to his feet and demands of the judge:  “Give us free!  Give us free!” 

The message of Jesus Christ to us on this Reformation Sunday is that we 
are no longer slaves to sin or death or fear or worry.  The Liberator has 
come into our lives, and by the grace of God we know the truth and the 
truth has set us free.  Amen. 

 


