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27 Some of the Sadducees (who say there is no resurrection) came to him. 28 They 
asked him a question, “Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies 
leaving a wife but no children, his brother should take the wife and raise up 
children for his brother. 29 So there were seven brothers. The first took a wife 
and died childless. 30 The second took her as a wife, 31 and so did the third, and 
in the same way the seven died and left no children. 32 Finally the woman died 
too. 33 So in the resurrection, whose wife will she be? For the seven had her as a 
wife.” 
34 Jesus said to them, “The people of this age marry and are given in marriage. 
35 But those who are considered worthy to experience that age and the 
resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are given in marriage. 36 In fact, 
they cannot die any more, for they are like the angels. They are sons of God, 
because they are sons of the resurrection. 
37 “Even Moses showed in the account about the burning bush that the dead are 
raised, when he called the Lord: ‘The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob.’ 38 He is not the God of the dead, but of the living, for all are alive 
to him.” 
 

What is heaven like?  If anyone has ever asked you that question, how have you 
answered?  Or maybe you have been the one asking what heaven is 
like.  Sometimes the questions are general and open-ended; other times they are 
quite specific: 

• Little boys wonder if they will get to play football in heaven. 
• Little girls wonder if they will all get to do ballet or gymnastics in heaven.  
• Adults might wonder if they will get to play golf or go fishing or just lie on a 

beach somewhere in heaven.  
• Of course, all the animal lovers out there wonder if our pets will be in 

heaven.  

And before we speculate about any of these, our best answer must be “I don’t 
know,” because God doesn’t specifically answer any of those questions for us in 
the Bible.   And because we don’t know, we must fall back to that default position 
of something like “We will have to find out when we get there.”  

In today’s gospel reading, some people come and ask Jesus a question about what 
heaven is like.  But there is a difference between their question and ours.  You 
see, they weren’t asking because they were curious and really wanted to know 



the answer; they were asking because they wanted to test and trap Jesus with 
what they thought was an unanswerable question.  

Let’s look at the opening verses again.  27 Some of the Sadducees (who say there 
is no resurrection) came to him. 28 They asked him a question, “Teacher, Moses 
wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies leaving a wife but no children, his 
brother should take the wife and raise up children for his brother. 29 So there 
were seven brothers. The first took a wife and died childless. 30 The second took 
her as a wife, 31 and so did the third, and in the same way the seven died and 
left no children. 32 Finally the woman died too. 33 So in the resurrection, whose 
wife will she be? For the seven had her as a wife.” 
 
The very first verse tips us off.  These Sadducees don’t believe in the resurrection 
of the dead, and yet they ask Jesus about relationships at the resurrection.  They 
invent a hypothetical situation that sounds entirely ridiculous to them, based on 
an Old Testament Law where if a woman was widowed without children, her late 
husband’s brother would be responsible to take care of her, provide for her, and 
if she wished, have children that would be the ones to carry on the family name 
and inheritance.  

And if, these Sadducees say, this fictional woman burns through seven husbands 
in this life, which of them is going to be her husband in the next life?  Again, in 
their minds, it can’t possibly work; so in their minds, Jesus is going to fumble over 
his words and make something up, or he will have to admit that he doesn’t have 
all the answers…  

I would suggest that if you have a picture of Jesus in your mind, you picture a 
smile on his face at this point.  Not only does he see through their schemes and 
know exactly what they are trying to do, but Jesus is about to reveal something 
that is absolutely glorious.  It’s the kind of news that Jesus came to share with the 
world, that Jesus came to share with people like us who have all kinds of 
questions about what happens after we die.  

It’s the kind of news we all need to hear, because if we live long enough in this 
world, we get used to seeing death all around us.  Grandparents die, parents die, 
husbands and wives die, friends die, and as tragic as it is, sometimes children 
die.  And every relationship is different, so one death doesn’t necessarily prepare 
us for the next death that confronts us; they all hit us a little differently.  



And deep down, every time we experience the death of someone around us, we 
are reminded that if Jesus doesn’t come back first, our own death is getting closer 
every day.  And even deeper down, we know that we deserve it, because God’s 
Word has revealed to us that the wages of sin is death (Romans 6:23).  The one 
who sins is the one who will die (Ezekiel 18:20).  People are destined to die once, 
and after that to face judgment (Hebrews 9:27).  

All of that is true; it’s all God’s Word.  But so is our gospel reading for Saints 
Triumphant Sunday.  So again, before we hear his Words, picture Jesus again, and 
see the smile on his face as he answers the unanswerable question.  34 Jesus said 
to them, “The people of this age marry and are given in marriage. 35 But those 
who are considered worthy to experience that age and the resurrection from 
the dead neither marry nor are given in marriage. 36 In fact, they cannot die any 
more, for they are like the angels. They are sons of God, because they are sons 
of the resurrection. 
37 “Even Moses showed in the account about the burning bush that the dead are 
raised, when he called the Lord: ‘The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob.’ 38 He is not the God of the dead, but of the living, for all are alive 
to him.” 

What does Jesus’ answer teach us about relationships and resurrection?  Let’s 
start with resurrection.  Despite the doubts of the Sadducees, Jesus speaks of life 
after death as an absolute truth, an indisputable fact.  That shouldn’t surprise us; 
just think, before Jesus was conceived of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 
before he took on humanity, his divine nature existed as the eternal Son of 
God.  He can confidently speak of heaven because he came from heaven.  He can 
speak of Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob as “the living” because he had personally 
welcomed them into heaven after they ended their earthly lives…  He can speak 
of “those who are considered worthy to experience that age and the 
resurrection from the dead” because in the course of this week he was about to 
make it all happen as he brought fulfillment to God’s eternal plan. 

Here’s what I mean.  As we read verses from Luke 20, we are listening in on a 
conversation that took place on the Tuesday of Holy Week.  In three days from 
this conversation, Jesus knew that he would be taking the unworthiness of all 
people, the sin of all those who lived on earth before him and all those who live 
after him—he would be taking our sin upon himself as he went to the cross.  And 



there on Good Friday, God his Father would look upon Jesus and see him as the 
unworthy one, suffering and dying to pay the price of death and judgment for all 
sins of all sinners of all time.  Jesus knew death, not only because had he seen it 
over and over again; Jesus would very soon know what it is like to die, as he died 
for you and for me.  

But Jesus also knew resurrection; not only had he shown his power and his 
purpose by raising the dead, but he knew that the greatest miracle the world 
would ever see was coming soon.  Jesus knew that God would accept his payment 
for sin, his suffering and death, and on Sunday morning, the stone would be rolled 
away from his own tomb.  Jesus knew that he would show himself to the world as 
the Risen Savior of all, so that all the unworthy could look to him and be counted 
worthy of their own resurrection simply through faith in him.  

Right now we know earthly life, and we know death.  But by God’s grace and 
through the working of the Holy Spirit, we know resurrection through the faith in 
Jesus that we have been given.  Right now we know earthly relationships—
marriages and families and friendships—but Jesus teaches us about heavenly 
relationships.  How will life be different?  Jesus says at the resurrection all 
marriages will be a thing of the past.  As much as we ought to treasure the 
wonderful gift of earthly marriage, in heaven our needs will be met without 
them.  As close as one may be to his or her spouse, every relationship in heaven 
will be one of perfect loving companionship, entirely free from conflict, so we will 
be closer with everyone in heaven than we can possibly be here and now with 
anyone, no matter what the earthly relationship.  We won’t need to rely on 
parents or other caregivers; no one will need to rely on us because God himself 
will provide for all with indescribable blessings, often illustrated as a rich banquet 
set before all who are present.  

Jesus says they can no longer die; for they are like the angels. They are God’s 
children, since they are children of the resurrection.  That is the relationship that 
counts the most in heaven—believers made worthy of the resurrection through 
the blood of Jesus, and our Loving heavenly Father.  What else have we been told 
about heaven?  We are told the kinds of things that won’t be there: there will be 
no such thing as illness, frailty, or disability, or death, because we will be raised 
imperishable, with an everlasting glory like that of our Risen Lord himself.  



Isn’t that enough for us to know?  No, we can’t answer every question, but Jesus 
describes the life to come as one we will thoroughly enjoy.  And on this Saints 
Triumphant Sunday, we have occasion to rejoice that our Christian loved ones 
who have gone before us are already enjoying it.  

Maybe we didn’t catch ourselves at the beginning of the sermon, but let’s just 
pause and reflect on something right now.  Don’t ever take for granted that 
through Jesus Christ, we don’t have to use the word “if,” as in, “we’ll find out if 
we get there.”  No, in the gospel message of Jesus Christ we say “when,” because 
we are assured that we are cleansed, forgiven children of God even now—marked 
at our baptism and fed with the Word and sacrament, and headed for our eternal 
home in heaven.  Remember that today and always, knowing that someday soon, 
in Christ alone, we too will join the living Saints Triumphant.    Amen. 

 


