
1st Sunday of Advent 
Isaiah 2:1-15 
Sermon #998 

December 1, 2019 
Erich Jonathan Hoeft 

  



2:1 This is the message that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and 
Jerusalem. 2 This will take place in the latter days: The mountain of the LORD’s 
house will be established as the chief of the mountains. It will be raised above 
the hills, and all nations will stream to it like a river. 3 Many peoples will come 
and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the 
God of Jacob. Then he will instruct us about his ways, and we will walk in his 
paths.” For from Zion the law will go out, and the LORD’s word will go out from 
Jerusalem. 4 He will judge between the nations, and he will mediate for many 
peoples. Then they will beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into 
blades for trimming vines. Nation will not lift up sword against nation, nor will 
they learn war anymore. 5 O house of Jacob, come, and let us walk in the light of 
the LORD. 
 
Dear Friends in Christ,  

So it begins.  Today we embark upon a new Church Year.  Specifically, it is the 
season of Advent – that period of watching and waiting as we anticipate the 
coming of our Savior.  It’s not that we haven’t been here before.  We have.  In the 
words of that American sage Yogi Berra, “it’s like déjà vu all over again.”  But it 
never gets old. 

We are blessed because we live in New Testament times and, as such, know 
exactly how the journey we begin today unfolds.  Had we lived in that period of 
time we refer to as the Old Testament, however, it is safe to say we would not see 
things as clearly or understand things as plainly as we do now.  

Yet the promise of the Savior and his work has always been there.  And whether it 
is something believers in the past looked forward to or believers in the present 
look back on, the coming of Jesus creates the same resolve within the hearts of 
believers of any time period.  Isaiah states the Advent spirit of God’s people past, 
present, and future when he declares:     

LET US WALK IN THE LIGHT OF THE LORD 

We’re going to talk about what that specifically means in a few minutes, but first 
let’s look at Advent from the perspective of those who knew it was coming, but 
only saw it through the eyes of faith.  Laying a little groundwork for today’s lesson 
is necessary.  



The time:  approximately 700 years before the birth of Christ.  The place:  the 
southern half of a nation once united under kings David and Solomon, but now 
divided in two, each with its own government.  The northern kingdom is called 
Israel; the southern kingdom is called Judah.  The person chosen by God to do his 
bidding at this place and time:  a prophet named Isaiah.  

Politically and nationally, things were going pretty well in Judah. The general 
population enjoyed a level of prosperity and national security they hadn’t 
experienced for a couple of centuries. Spiritually, it was another story. Judah was a 
mess. It’s not that they weren’t religious. They were, at least outwardly. Inwardly, 
however, they had walked away from God.  

Isaiah’s role was to confront them and make them aware of their sad spiritual 
condition.  He and other prophets sent by God repeatedly called the people to 
repentance, and repeatedly warned them that the consequences for walking 
away from the Lord would be the Lord doing the same to them.  If you’ve ever 
spent time in the first half of Isaiah you know that much of it is devoted to 
documenting Judah’s faithless behavior and the judgment that would – and did – 
come upon them and any other nation that chose to disregard the will and Word 
of God. 

But Isaiah was not all gloom and doom.  He is sometimes referred to as “the fifth 
evangelist” or “the Christmas prophet” because in the midst of all the bad things 
that would happen Isaiah also very clearly prophesied that that something far 
greater was on the horizon.  That something, of course, was the coming of the 
Savior who would transcend politics and national boundaries.  He would provide 
spiritual peace and eternal stability through the forgiveness of our sins and a 
restored relationship with God.  Isaiah indicates all this will take place in the 
future – which he refers to as “the last days.”  

This is where today’s lesson fits in.  Time won’t allow us to go into it in detail 
other than to say that in poetic terms and figurative language, Isaiah refers to the 
first Advent of Christ as ushering in a time unlike any other.  Equating it to a 
mountain that towers over every other mountain in the world, Isaiah talks about 
the impact and influence the Gospel message of Jesus Christ has had and will have 
on the world.  And he insinuates the first Advent will lead to the Second Advent of 
Christ on the Last Day – at which time believers from every nation, language, tribe 



and tongue will live together in the new heavens and the new earth in a state of 
unending harmony and undisturbed peace. 

With that in mind, listen again to Isaiah’s Advent message: 
2 This will take place in the latter days: The mountain of the LORD’s house will be 
established as the chief of the mountains. It will be raised above the hills, and 
all nations will stream to it like a river. 3 Many peoples will come and say, 
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of 
Jacob. Then he will instruct us about his ways, and we will walk in his paths.” 
For from Zion the law will go out, and the LORD’s word will go out from 
Jerusalem. 4 He will judge between the nations, and he will mediate for many 
peoples. Then they will beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into 
blades for trimming vines. Nation will not lift up sword against nation, nor will 
they learn war anymore. 
 
This is a message of comfort, and it is just as relevant for us today as it was for 
God’s people 2700 years ago.  The point he makes is for God’s people (us) not to 
get caught up in the unpleasantness of present, temporal realities, but to find 
comfort and peace in the ultimate spiritual reality that was promised to come. 
And when we understand that promise of forgiveness and salvation was fulfilled 
in Christ’s first coming and will be ultimately fulfilled in Christ’s second coming, 
this is the believers’ response and desire:  5 O house of Jacob, come, and let us 
walk in the light of the LORD. 

What does it mean to walk in the light of the Lord?  What does that look 
like?  Let’s bring in a consultant to help us answer those questions.  This is 
precisely what the Apostle Paul addresses in our second lesson for today.  He 
provides us with a tutorial.  Let’s turn to it now. 

“Do this since you understand the present time. It is already the hour for you to 
wake up from sleep, because our salvation is nearer now than when we first 
believed. The night is almost over, and the day is drawing near” (Romans 13:11-
12). In the verses just before the opening words, “do this,” Paul issued a call for 
the Roman Christians – and us – to be loving.  So “do this” means, “be loving,” or, 
“out of love for Christ, show your Christian faith in how you are and what you do.” 
Another way of putting it:  Let us walk in the light of the Lord.  And we are to do 
this “understanding the present time,” which is now defined. 



We are presently living in a time when “our salvation is nearer now than when 
we first believed.”  This was true then; it is just as true now.  In the present time 
“the night is almost over” – meaning the dark night of sin and unbelief and 
trouble (which often seems to have the upper hand in the world) will soon be 
over, because “the day is drawing near.”  The dawn of Christ’s Second Advent is 
right around the corner. 

“Understanding the present time” means realizing that Christ could come at any 
moment.  “Understanding the present time” means not dismissing the coming of 
Christ as something in the distant future, but viewing it as an ever present reality 
– as well as a living hope we cling to each and every day. 

As such, believers are to adopt a spirit of readiness and preparedness to meet the 
Lord.  Paul now tells us how to do this: “Clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus 
Christ.” 

What does this mean?  In one sense, this is something we cannot do.  Rather, it is 
something God the Holy Spirit did for us by bringing us to faith.  In his letter to the 
Galatians, Paul equates being clothed with Christ with our baptism (at which time 
the Holy Spirit either brought us to faith or confirmed us in our faith in Jesus as 
our Savior).  In the glimpse of Paradise he is given in the Book of Revelation, the 
Apostle John speaks of the residents of heaven wearing white robes washed clean 
by the shed blood of God’s sacrificial Lamb, his Son, Jesus Christ. 

The words of the hymnist come to mind: “Jesus Thy blood and righteousness, my 
beauty are, my glorious dress.”  Make no mistake about it.  When Christ comes 
again, there will be a dress code.  “Clothed with Christ” is the only and proper 
attire, and it means we will meet him with joy at the celebration of his first 
coming, and confidence at his second.  

However, to be clothed with Christ in the context of Paul’s words here is a call for 
Christian sanctification.  Paul uses the active tense and gives us this specific 
encouragement: “Clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ.”  He also tells us 
to “put away the deeds of darkness and put on the weapons of light.”  

In other words, Paul issues a call for believers to live the Christ-like life; to believe 
and devote themselves to Jesus as we await his coming.  Let us note well how and 



to whom Paul directs his words: “It is already the hour for YOU to wake up from 
sleep.”  Paul is addressing Christians here.  Which means he is addressing us. 

With this talk of waking up and sleep Paul is acknowledging the very same 
inclination Isaiah warned against – the tendency toward spiritual sluggishness or 
complacency or smugness.  The tendency we as Christians too often have to hear, 
but not to act; to talk, but not to do.  The tendency we as Christians too often 
have in equating the coming Day of Judgment or the day of our death (personal 
Judgment Day) with something way off in the future – and something which really 
has little or no bearing on how we live or act now.  

In short:  the tendency to not live our lives on high alert. 

Because these tendencies exist within us, Paul offers this encouragement: “So let 
us put away the deeds of darkness and put on the weapons of light. 13 Let us 
walk decently as in the daytime, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual 
sin and wild living, not in strife and jealousy.”  

Here Paul reminds us that we live in a fallen world.  The allusion to putting on 
“weapons” suggests it is one that we must do battle with.  The list Paul 
enumerates was common in Roman times – and since mankind’s sinful nature 
doesn’t change or evolve over time, just as common in ours. 

When the inevitable clashes with worldly temptations come, Paul encourages us 
to “walk decently” and remember that we are clothed with Christ.  Practically 
speaking, how do we handle the temptations of the world which come our 
way?  Scripture would tell us first, if at all possible, to avoid temptation.  But if 
unavoidable, confront them and sift them through the sieve of God’s Word – 
which, as we devote ourselves to it, develops within us a discerning Christian 
mind and conscience.  

Paul’s overall admonition to us here is to simply remember who we are (God’s 
people) and what we are (clothed with Christ) and when we are (living in the 
shadow of Christ’s coming), and then live accordingly. 

And that pretty well sums up the counsel we also receive from Isaiah.  So, as we 
get ready to meet our Savior once again, both as the Babe of Bethlehem and as 
the Returning King of Kings and Lord of Lords, may God keep us strong and 
steadfast; always prepared and always alert.  



Because one way or another, this we know for sure: our Savior is coming 
soon.  Therefore, let us gratefully and intentionally “walk in the light of the Lord.” 
Amen. 

 


