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25 Now to him who is able to strengthen you—according to my gospel and the 
proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that 
was veiled in silence for long ages past, 26 but now has been revealed through 
the prophetic Scriptures and made known to all the Gentiles, in keeping with 
the command of the eternal God, resulting in the obedience of faith—27 to God, 
who alone is wise, be glory forever through Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Have you ever had the chance to play a game called Escape Room? They’ve 
become popular in the last couple of years and I know there are number of them 
in the Muskegon and Grand Rapids areas.  If you aren’t familiar with it, the 
concept is this: Your group has to solve a series of riddles and puzzles to get out of 
a locked room in a hypothetical situation in under an hour – for example, you 
could be tasked with trying to escape from prison.  When the game first starts, 
you notice there are clues everywhere – codes, riddles, numbers, keys and the 
like – some more important than others, some you need immediately and some 
that become important later.  As the game progresses, there’s usually one big 
clue that falls into place, and then everything starts to go from there, and if you 
find that big clue soon enough, everything falls into place nicely and the door 
pops open.  

This image of the missing piece that makes everything fall into place and suddenly 
make sense is the way the Apostle Paul invites us to look at Christmas in today’s 
second lesson.  These words are the closing verses of Paul’s letter to the Romans 
– a letter that contains perhaps the most complete and cohesive explanation of 
the Christianity, touching on every major teaching of the bible except the Lord’s 
Supper – and the key to understanding all of it is found in the child in the 
manger.  Today, Paul invites us to rejoice with him as we marvel at a mystery 
hidden for centuries but revealed now:   

A MYSTERY UNLOCKED AT CHRISTMAS.  

1. A Mystery Hidden for Centuries 
2. A Mystery Revealed Now 

You can see the reason for rejoicing if you envision life in the days before 
Christmas.  Have you ever wondered what it would be like to live way back in 
bible times?  Maybe when you read the pages of scripture and see the miracles 
and wonders recorded there, you think to yourself, wow, that would have been 



something to see!  Maybe the thought of meeting Moses or Isaiah, or seeing the 
splendor of Solomon’s court and temple, holds a certain allure.  Maybe you’d like 
to see God’s people cross the Red Sea, or David fight Goliath.  But there’s another 
side to it – a side that becomes clearer when you think about the bigger picture.  

What would spiritual life be like if you didn’t know the Christmas story because it 
hadn’t happened yet?  I’d suspect that it might be a little like entering into one of 
those escape rooms.  You’d see clues all over the place – but how do they all fit 
together?  You’d remember the promises that the Messiah was coming.  You’d 
hear prophecies like today’s first lesson where the prophets describe the Messiah 
as a king…and also, as one who would undergo hardship and suffering.  You’d see 
animals sacrificed at the temple, and you’d take part in symbolic festivals, and 
you’d know that it pointed to something having to do with the Messiah, but what 
exactly?  You’d hear the prophets proclaim God’s threats to carry out his just 
judgment on sin, but you’d also hear them share his promise to love and forgive 
his people.  How would all those pieces fit together?  You can see why Paul calls it 
a mystery hidden for centuries.  

In today’s second lesson, Paul praises God as the who “is able to strengthen 
you—according to my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to 
the revelation of the mystery that was veiled in silence for long ages past…” 
(Romans 16:25).  Jesus Christ was the one to whom all that history was building 
up.  He is the one in whom all the pieces fit together.  It’s A mystery unlocked at 
Christmas. 

You know what the strange part is?  When you read through the New Testament, 
you find tons of people who missed it and remined in the dark.  In fact, it almost 
seems like those who saw the most of Jesus and those who knew the Old 
Testament scriptures the best, those who had all the clues right in front of their 
faces – those were the ones who missed the key entirely!  The religious scholars 
of the day spent all kinds of time and energy opposing the one for whom they 
claimed to be looking.  Jesus’ disciples spent tons of time with him, and yet, they 
didn’t seem to understand what he was saying much of the time.  And you can 
imagine the skeptical questions asked shortly after Jesus’ birth.  This little child in 
the manger?  This little child, born to a couple of poor people from the lower level 
of society?  This is the one we’ve been waiting for?  This is the one who is going to 



save God’s people?  This is the one who is able to take on the Romans?  That can’t 
possibly be right!     

Silly as those questions sound to us with the full picture, thoughts that are not all 
that different come into our heads all too easily.  Is that child in the manger really 
the reason why I can know my prayers are heard and answered?  Can that child 
offer the only lasting solution to the violence and strife I see in the world 
around?  Seems like a tall order!  That little child in the manger is the one who 
gives me purpose and the chance to serve in my life?  Just doesn’t seem like he 
makes all that much of a difference!  What kind of a Savior is this?  Is this baby in 
the manger really a Savior from anything that actually matters, or is this just 
another feel-good story that we get to hear this time of year whole surrounded by 
lights and gently falling snow while listening to the songs of the angels?  What 
mystery is actually unlocked at Christmas, and why do we see such praises from 
God’s apostle Paul in today’s second lesson?  

What’s the missing piece that the apostle Paul understands?  Why did so many of 
Jesus day miss him entirely?  Why do such thoughts intrude on our minds and rob 
us of our joy this season?  The problem has to do with the expectations that sinful 
people tend to have.  So many in Jesus’ day looked for the kind of savior they 
wanted to see – king who would provide some form of earthly blessings and 
influence.  After all, that’s clearly what’s best for God’s people, right?  And the 
same thing is true for us today.  It’s so easy to want a Savior who is going to 
intervene in world events and politics to shape society in the way that we would 
like to see it shaped.  It’s easy to expect to see a Savior who will answer my 
prayers in the way I’m envisioning them being answered.  It’s natural to look for a 
Savior to solve problems in life.  Isn’t that what’s good for God’s people?  

But do you see the problem?  Sinful people like us look for a Savior who is far too 
small.  We look for a Savior who will help me find what I see as “good” for me and 
those I care about.  The real irony is, if God were to give people like us what we 
look for and nothing more, we’d be in a terrible place spiritually.  What good is a 
Savior from the problems if life if you don’t have a Savior looking after your 
eternity?  We don’t need a Savior for life, we need a Savior from sin.  A Savior 
who will repair our relationship with God and save us from an eternity in 
hell.  That’s the key, and God had it planned perfectly.  When it comes to sending 



the Savior, God has something far bigger in mind than we can comprehend for 
ourselves, and that plan is what Paul marvels at in today’s sermon text.  That plan 
is the mystery revealed right now, the mystery unlocked at Christmas!   

Think about expectations again, this time from God’s perspective.  What were 
God’s expectations for the Savior?  As the almighty Son of God, Jesus certainly 
could have kicked the Romans out.  He absolutely could have made God’s people 
the most powerful nation on the face of the earth.  Today, he absolutely could 
give you exactly what you want, he could make your life play out in the way you 
see it going, but God wants more than any of that for the people whom he 
loves.  Our personal earthly expectations for the Savior might make life a bit 
easier than it is right now, but God wants to brush that puny little dream aside 
and make life perfect!  Our dreams for the Savior might improve society a little, 
but God wants to replace society entirely with a kingdom that is free from strife, 
open to all who believe in Jesus, a kingdom that knows no boundaries or 
divisions.  We find ourselves dreaming of a Savior who will relieve us from the 
symptoms of sin, but God sends a Savior who cures the whole disease for once 
and for all! Paul found his reason to rejoice in, “the revelation of the mystery 
that was veiled in silence for long ages past, but now has been revealed through 
the prophetic Scriptures and made known to all the Gentiles, in keeping with 
the command of the eternal God, resulting in the obedience of faith.” (Romans 
16:25b-26).  

Really, the clues scattered all over the Old Testament had been pointing to this 
Savior from sin all along – this Savior who would fix things in a far greater way 
than we could have imagined.  Those thousands of animal sacrifices made over 
the years had never really been enough – another one was always needed – but 
the final sacrifice would be Jesus.  The key to understanding sacrifice, as the 
sinless son of God sacrificed himself for us.  As Paul rejoices, perhaps he 
remembers some of the words he wrote a few chapters earlier: “God presented 
him [Jesus] as a sacrifice of atonement.” (Romans 3:25).  The sacrifice to end all 
sacrifices – never again would payment for sin have to be made.  

The prophecies about the suffering of the Messiah anticipated far greater 
suffering than anyone could have imagined – Jesus would suffer the horrors of 
hell in our place!  God’s threat to punish sin had been carried out on Jesus, and 



with sin paid for, God was free to show his love to his people.  Perhaps again, Paul 
remembers what he had written a few chapters earlier, “God shows his own love 
for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8).  

And the conquering reign those same prophets foretold?  Not some puny 
kingdom lasting for a few centuries, but something far greater than anyone had 
imagined – a new heaven and a new earth, cleansed forever from every trace of 
sin, pain, and wickedness!  A kingdom that was open to people of every nation 
and race.  Paul had written a few chapters earlier: “Faith comes from hearing the 
message, and the message comes through the word of Christ” (Romans 
10:17).  Through that word, that child in the manger would build his kingdom – 
filled with God’s people of every age.  

What do all those clues from the past have in common?  Jesus Christ – the child in 
the manger.  Like the final piece of the puzzle in an escape room game, Jesus 
makes God’s whole salvation plan fit together.  As we contemplate that glorious 
event over the next couple of days, may God lift our eyes up off of our own 
expectations and give us the attitude Mary displayed in today’s gospel – humble 
rejoicing and marveling as we watch the details of God’s work fall into place.  It’s 
a mystery unlocked at Christmas, and so we can rejoice with the Apostle Paul: “To 
God, who alone is wise, be glory forever through Jesus Christ” (Romans 
16:27).  Amen.    

 


