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29 The next day, John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look! The Lamb of 
God, who takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is the one I was talking about 
when I said, ‘The one coming after me outranks me because he existed before 
me.’ 31 I myself did not know who he was, but I came baptizing with water so 
that he would be revealed to Israel.” 
32 John also testified, “I saw the Spirit descend like a dove from heaven and 
remain on him. 33 I myself did not recognize him, but the one who sent me to 
baptize with water said to me, ‘The one on whom you see the Spirit descend 
and remain, he is the one who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 I saw this 
myself and have testified that this is the Son of God.” 
35 The next day, John was standing there again with two of his disciples. 36 When 
John saw Jesus passing by, he said, “Look! The Lamb of God!” 37 The two 
disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. 
38 When Jesus turned around and saw them following him, he asked, “What are 
you looking for?” 
They said to him, “Rabbi” (which means “Teacher”), “where are you staying?” 
39 He told them, “Come, and you will see.” So they came and saw where he was 
staying. They stayed with him that day. It was about the tenth hour. 
40 Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of the two who heard John and 
followed Jesus. 41 The first thing Andrew did was to find his own brother Simon 
and say to him, “We have found the Messiah!” (which is translated “the 
Christ”). 

Dear Friends in Christ,  

In a legal setting those who were present on the scene or have first-hand 
knowledge of what they are asked to testify about are referred to as “credible 
witnesses.”  Their trustworthiness is not in question, and their testimony is 
considered unimpeachable. As such, “credible witnesses” are invaluable in 
establishing the truth. 

Without a hint of exaggeration or embellishment in what I’m about to say next, 
today’s Gospel lesson confronts us with the single most important question that 
everyone in the world must and will eventually answer, and one which is entirely 
fitting for us to consider as a body of believers on this Sunday.  

That single, simple and spiritually foundational question is this:  Who is Jesus 
Christ?  What we’ll find as we work our way through the Word before us is that 



the conclusion we arrive at (and are confirmed in) is not based on hearsay or 
unconfirmed reports, but comes from the solid testimony of three 

CREDIBLE WITNESSES 

1. The testimony of John the Baptist 
2. The testimony of John’s disciples 
3. The testimony of Andrew 

29 The next day [shortly after John the Baptist baptized Jesus in the Jordan River], 
John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, ‘Look! The Lamb of God, who takes 
away the sin of the world! 30 This is the one I was talking about when I said, “The 
one coming after me outranks me because he existed before me.” 31 I myself did 
not know who he was, but I came baptizing with water so that he would be 
revealed to Israel.’”  So John proclaims he knew and understood who Jesus is, as 
well as what he came to do.  

But he has more to say as he recalls the events surrounding Jesus’ baptism.  “I 
saw the Spirit descend like a dove from heaven and remain on him. 33 I myself 
did not recognize him [i.e., understood that he was the Messiah], but the one 
who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘The one on whom you see the 
Spirit descend and remain, he is the one who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.’ 
[If a specific event is intended here, the fulfillment was the sending of the Holy 
Spirit on Pentecost.]  34 I saw this myself and have testified that this is the Son of 
God.”  

What is John’s testimony about Jesus?  Two things.  First, Jesus is no ordinary 
man.  On the basis of what he had heard and seen and been revealed to him by 
God, John boldly proclaims that Jesus is something special.  He is not just a son of 
God in the sense that we are all sons and daughters of God; rather, he is nothing 
less than the Son of God – or to invert the words, God the Son – the eternal, 
almighty second person of the Triune God.  In other words, John is publicly 
verifying that Jesus is “Immanuel” – God with us. 

That’s not the only way he identifies Jesus.  He also refers to him as “the Lamb of 
God who takes away the sin of the world” – an immensely telling statement that 
would have been instantly understood by those who originally heard it, but needs 
some explanation for us as 21st century believers. 



According to the Old Testament regulations that God provided the people of 
Israel to govern their worship life (“ceremonial laws”), one of the sacrifices 
required for the atonement (or forgiveness) of sin was a lamb.  But not just any 
lamb; it had to be a male lamb without spot or defect.  So, first of all, it was to be 
the embodiment of innocence and perfection. 

Related to that was the purpose of the lamb.  In the Old Testament sacrificial 
system the lamb was to be a sin-bearer and a sacrifice on behalf of the people.    

We live in a time and culture which minimizes and makes light of sin.  Sometimes 
even we as Christians get caught up in that mindset (or even worse:  the belief 
that we can essentially take advantage of God’s gracious nature and knowingly do 
what is wrong because in the end he’ll forgive us if we ask him).  

The people of John’s day didn’t take such a moderated view of sin.  They knew 
how every sin was and is an abomination in God’s sight, each one worthy of the 
strictest punishment from a holy God who demands perfection.  The sacrificial 
system with its repetition reinforced that sin is serious business. 

Every lamb served as a visual aid through which God taught his people this 
fundamental lesson summarized in the New Testament book of Hebrews: There 
can be no forgiveness without the shedding of blood.  Every sacrificed lamb took 
the people back to their sins.  

But every sacrificed lamb also took the people forward.  Because every sacrificed 
lamb was also an object lesson pointing to the ultimate sacrifice that would 
someday be made for them by their Savior.  

We know that Savior to be Jesus Christ.  His altar was a cross.  His sacrifice was 
made on Good Friday.  And on that cross at Calvary Jesus Christ, after a life of 
perfect, sinless living as our substitute, once and for all paid for and forgave the 
sins of the world. 

Who is Jesus Christ?  Listen to the testimony of a credible witness, John the 
Baptist:  He is both God the Son and the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of 
the world.  Our sin. 

We continue with more testimony about Jesus Christ, this time from the disciples 
of John the Baptist.  35 The next day, John was standing there again with two of 



his disciples. 36 When John saw Jesus passing by, he said, “Look! The Lamb of 
God!” 37 The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. 
38 When Jesus turned around and saw them following him, he asked, “What are 
you looking for?” They said to him, “Rabbi” (which means “Teacher”), “where 
are you staying?” 39 He told them, “Come, and you will see.” So they came and 
saw where he was staying. They stayed with him that day. It was about the 
tenth hour. 

In its most basic sense a disciple is one who places himself or herself under a 
teacher.  John the Baptist was a teacher and reformer in his own rite, so it’s not 
surprising he had his own disciples.  But John knew that Jesus was the Teacher, 
and with the statement once again that Jesus was the “Lamb of God,” he directed 
them to the One whose sandals he was not worthy to untie. 

One of these disciples was Andrew.  The other one is not identified, but is 
commonly assumed to be John, the divinely inspired author of the Gospel that 
bears his name.  What is the testimony of these two disciples about Jesus?  As we 
will see in the last verses of our lesson, they clearly understood Jesus as John the 
Baptist did.  They knew him to be God the Son and the appointed and promised 
Savior foretold in the Old Testament.  But the testimony we see initially is the 
recognition that Jesus is the ultimate “Teacher.” 

And that he is.  What are some of the things that Jesus teaches?  If we gave that 
question some serious thought, we could go on for a long time.  Let’s limit 
ourselves to a manageable number of examples. 

Jesus teaches us about life.  He teaches us that he is the way and the truth and 
the life, and that through him we come to our Heavenly Father.  Furthermore, he 
teaches us that a man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions, 
but that the person who has Christ has it all.  In that sense Jesus is the 
consummate counter-culture figure in our materialistic age.  It is from that point 
of view that he asks:  “What does it profit a man, if he can gain the whole world 
but lose his soul, or what can a man give in exchange for his soul?”  The question 
is rhetorical.  The answer: nothing is more important than our spiritual 
lives.  Jesus teaches how our souls can be with him forever. 

Jesus also teaches us about real life.  Real life means highs and lows, ups and 
downs.  He teaches us that the difficult times are not the result of God punishing 



us or evening the score for past sins, but part and parcel of living on a sin-stained 
planet.  But the upside of real life is that despite its conditions and hardships and 
pain, Jesus is there.  “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you” is what he 
teaches us.  And time and time again we are comforted by his abiding 
presence.  We can cope knowing we have Christ. 

Finally, Jesus teaches us about death.  He teaches us that though death is a 
reality, it is not the final reality.  It is merely the gateway to eternal life.  Jesus tells 
later in this Gospel:  “Whoever lives and believes in me will never die…”  That’s 
why around here we refer to Christian Victory Services rather than funerals.  

Andrew and John remind us that Jesus is the Master teacher, who teaches us 
about life, death and what’s important in between. 

Our lesson concludes with one final testimony about Jesus.  40 Andrew, Simon 
Peter’s brother, was one of the two who heard John and followed Jesus. 41 The 
first thing Andrew did was to find his own brother Simon and say to him, “We 
have found the Messiah!” (which is translated “the Christ”). 42 He brought him to 
Jesus. 

What is the testimony of Andrew here?  We’ll make this final point brief.  It is 
simply this:  Jesus Christ is worth sharing.  With family.  With friends.  By our 
words.  By our actions.  By our attitudes.  By our lives.  By our offerings.  By our 
priorities.  Jesus Christ is worth sharing.  That is the testimony of Andrew, marked 
by his personal activity.  And that is, and always must be, the mission and ministry 
of our church:  Proclaiming and sharing Jesus Christ. 

Here ends the testament of three credible witnesses.  Yet, there is one final 
matter we must consider before we bring our thoughts to a close.  And that is an 
examination of our personal role as credible witnesses.  How does our testimony 
parallel those we’ve seen today?  In other words, what is the daily impact of Jesus 
Christ in our lives? 

Our lives can get pretty cluttered up with cares and worries and personal 
preoccupations and obsessions.  Although we say Christians are to be in the world 
but not of the world, it’s not too difficult to slip into a worldly way of defining 
ourselves by what we have or don’t have.  And the more we put Jesus – either 
consciously or unconsciously – on the periphery of our lives rather than at the 
center, whether we know it or not we begin to break away from the moorings 



that give our lives as Christians meaning and purpose and drift into a sea of 
personal and spiritual lethargy. 

If we detect any of that within ourselves, remember what we’ve talked about 
today.  Our lives do not revolve aimlessly around a series of unanswered 
questions; rather our lives are solidly grounded on the answer to the most 
important question in the world.  Who is Jesus Christ? 

We know.  He is our Savior.  The Lamb of God who takes away our sin.  Our 
Teacher.  Our Comforter.  Our Ever-Present rudder through the waters of life, and 
our Guarantee of life forever in heaven. 

When we personalize and concentrate on the answer to that most important 
question in the world the result is the peace of God that passes all 
understanding.  That is not exaggeration or embellishment.  That’s a fact.  

And with such peace-filled hearts may God use us – as individuals and a 
congregation – as his credible witnesses today.  Amen. 

 


