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21 “You have heard that it was said to people long ago, ‘You shall not murder, 
and whoever murders will be subject to judgment.’ 22 But I tell you that 
everyone who is angry with his brother without a cause will be subject to 
judgment, and whoever says to his brother, ‘Raca,’ will have to answer to the 
Sanhedrin. But whoever says, ‘You fool!’ will be in danger of hell fire. 
23 “So if you are about to offer your gift at the altar, and there you remember 
that your brother has something against you, 24 leave your gift there in front of 
the altar and go. First be reconciled to your brother. Then come and offer your 
gift. 
25 “If someone accuses you, reach an agreement with him quickly, while you are 
with him on the way. Otherwise your accuser may bring you to the judge, and 
the judge may hand you over to the officer, and you will be thrown into prison. 
26 Amen I tell you: You will never get out until you have paid the last penny. 
27 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery,’ 28 but I tell 
you that everyone who looks at a woman with lust has already committed 
adultery with her in his heart. 29 If your right eye causes you to fall into sin, pluck 
it out and throw it away from you. It is better for you to lose one part of your 
body than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. 30 If your right hand 
causes you to fall into sin, cut it off and throw it away from you. It is better for 
you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to be thrown into 
hell. 
31 “It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife must give her a certificate of 
divorce.’ 32 But I tell you that whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual 
immorality, causes her to be regarded as an adulteress. And whoever marries 
the divorced woman is regarded as an adulterer. 
33 “Again you have heard that it was said to people long ago, ‘Do not break your 
oaths, but fulfill your vows to the Lord.’ 34 But I tell you, do not swear at all: not 
by heaven, because it is God’s throne; 35 and not by earth, because it is his 
footstool; and not by Jerusalem, because it is the city of the great King. 36 And 
do not swear by your own head, since you cannot make one hair white or black. 
37 Instead, let your statement be, ‘Yes, yes,’ or ‘No, no.’ Whatever goes beyond 
these is from the Evil One. 
 
What is wrong with our country today?  What is wrong with your workplace, or 
your school?  What is wrong with your marriage, or your family?  What is wrong 
with your life?  For any of those questions, we don’t have to think too long to 
come up with some kind of answer.  We have a whole lot of opportunities as we 



go through life to find the flaws all around us—to identify what is wrong with our 
world.  

So let’s go back to the first question I asked and try it out…What is wrong with our 
country today?  And then, a follow-up question: who is to blame?...Now, here is 
where we can take a brief timeout and acknowledge the fact that we may be a 
little uncomfortable with that kind of question in this kind of place.  We may have 
heard that if you want to start an argument, talk about religion or politics, and 
here we are, potentially talking about both in the same conversation.  And so, to 
ease your minds, I want everyone here to understand that I don’t intend to open 
up a debate today to answer that question (What is wrong with our country 
today) as much as it would be good for us all to analyze the way we answer a 
question like that.  Where does our thought process begin?  In other words, 
where is the first place we start looking for the problem?  What is wrong with our 
country?   

My guess is that most people—most of us, can come up with a short list of 
suggestions.  We have all heard the ongoing conversation.  It’s the president’s 
fault—either current or past.  It’s this political party or that one.  It’s people who 
think this or people who think that.  But our answers won’t be exactly the same 
…On the one hand, even like-minded people like us who largely agree on religion 
might have ideas on politics that vary from one person to the next, and we all 
draw the line between good and bad, between right and wrong, in slightly 
different places.  

On the other hand, we all basically start at the same point.  Here’s what I mean.  I 
will use myself as an example: What is wrong with my country, my job, my school, 
my family, my marriage?  Every single time, my initial thought, my most basic, 
instinctual answer is…it’s not me.  It’s not the people who act or speak or think 
like me.  It’s someone else’s fault that things are the way they are.  You see, there 
is a part of us that loves to be the one to draw that line, establish our position on 
the “right” side, and blame someone on the other side of it.  

So here’s one more question (the most important one): what is wrong with your 
relationship with God?  Before you answer, recognize that Jesus understands the 
situation infinitely better than we do.  He knows how culture works, he knows 



how we naturally want to draw the lines, and so he addresses the topic of what is 
truly right and what is wrong.  
21 “You have heard that it was said to people long ago, ‘You shall not murder, 
and whoever murders will be subject to judgment.’ 22 But I tell you that 
everyone who is angry with his brother without a cause will be subject to 
judgment, and whoever says to his brother, ‘Raca,’ will have to answer to the 
Sanhedrin. But whoever says, ‘You fool!’ will be in danger of hell fire… 27 “You 
have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery,’ 28 but I tell you that 
everyone who looks at a woman with lust has already committed adultery with 
her in his heart… 31 “It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife must give her a 
certificate of divorce.’ 32 But I tell you that whoever divorces his wife, except for 
sexual immorality, causes her to be regarded as an adulteress. And whoever 
marries the divorced woman is regarded as an adulterer… 33 “Again you have 
heard that it was said to people long ago, ‘Do not break your oaths, but fulfill 
your vows to the Lord.’ 34 But I tell you, do not swear at all: not by heaven, 
because it is God’s throne…37 Instead, let your statement be, ‘Yes, yes,’ or ‘No, 
no.’ Whatever goes beyond these is from the Evil One. 

If you happen to have a Bible open here, keep reading, because there is 
more.  Jesus continues: 38 “You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye, 
and a tooth for a tooth.’ 39 But I tell you, do not resist an evildoer. If someone 
strikes you on your right cheek, turn to him the other also... 43 “You have heard 
that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I tell you, love 
your enemies and pray for those who persecute you,  

When you think about how God wants you to live your life, does your 
understanding of his law make you feel good about yourself?  If so, Jesus would 
say that you don’t understand God’s law at all.  The whole point of what Jesus is 
saying here isn’t where we draw the line; the whole point, to put it bluntly, is that 
God doesn’t care where you draw the lines between right and wrong.  You don’t 
have the right to draw any lines at all.  God does, and he has already drawn that 
line, and His is the one line by which he is going to judge every single one of us 
when we stand before him.  Do you know how Jesus sums up the line that God 
has drawn?  It’s at the end of this very section of the sermon where Jesus says, 48 

So then, be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 



If you have ever—even once—been so angry that you felt like hurting someone, 
you are on the wrong side of God’s line.  If you have contributed to the 
breakdown of a marriage or if you have ever—even once—looked lustfully at a 
man or a woman, you are on the wrong side of God’s line.  If you have ever—even 
once—said something like “it’s true, I swear,” when you didn’t need to, you are 
on the wrong side of God’s line.  If you have ever sought personal revenge or held 
a grudge or hated someone else, or even failed to love them, you are on the 
wrong side of God’s line.  

What is wrong with our relationship with God?  To put it simply, you are.  I 
am.  And what does that mean for us?  We don’t have to dwell on it too long, but 
since Jesus talks about it, we should, too.  Three times in our verses, Jesus tells us 
that all who sin, no matter what the sin, are in danger of ending up in hell.  Here is 
what he says.  29 If your right eye causes you to fall into sin, pluck it out and 
throw it away from you. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than 
for your whole body to be thrown into hell. 30 If your right hand causes you to 
fall into sin, cut it off and throw it away from you. It is better for you to lose one 
part of your body than for your whole body to be thrown into hell.  Is he 
serious?  Friends, Jesus couldn’t be more serious.  Not that he is teaching self-
mutilation—if we’d start cutting off parts of our bodies that have been involved in 
sinning against God, Jesus knows there would be nothing left, because our heads 
and our hearts would need to be gone, not just our eyes and our hands.  So, if hell 
is the result of our efforts to meet the impossibly high standard of God’s line of 
perfection, what hope is there for us?  

Well, stop thinking about yourself for a moment, and look who is standing on the 
other side of the line.  Jesus is there all by himself.  Like we heard last week, he 
didn’t come to abolish the law and the prophets, he came to fulfill them.  He lived 
his entire life on God’s side of the line.  He didn’t hate, or hurt, or lust, or swear 
needlessly.  He didn’t allow a single part of his body to be used for a sinful 
purpose, including his head and his heart.  He was perfect not just outwardly, but 
inwardly, too, every single thought perfectly in line with his Heavenly Father.  But 
then he did something truly amazing.  As he suffered and died, he took a bold, 
wildly unselfish step toward us, crossing the line of perfection.  He came over to 
our sinful side, and he soaked up everything that is wrong with us, and he took 
our every sin upon himself, and he carried it to the cross, and then to the grave 



with him.  And he buried it.  And then he came out of the grave to show us that in 
our new lives of faith, in our relationship with God, we are now fully and freely 
forgiven as God’s baptized children, covered in the righteousness of Jesus Christ 
our Savior.  We confess our sins, trusting that they are forgiven as we hear words 
of absolution.  We come at our Lord’s invitation to receive his body and blood, to 
fill us with forgiveness and the joy of knowing that his Supper is a foretaste of the 
heavenly banquet we will one day enjoy.  

So what is right in your relationship with God?  Through Jesus Christ, you are.  No, 
the line hasn’t moved.  It can’t.  And yet, for the sake of Jesus Christ, by God’s 
work for us and in us, we have been lifted up and seated with Jesus right next to 
our Heavenly Father.  In Jesus Christ, we have been declared righteous, made 
perfect, washed and purified in his blood. 

May God continue to work in our lives through his Word and Sacrament, so that 
we see each day as an opportunity to thank and praise him for our salvation, 
motivated and empowered by forgiveness to lead lives according to his will.  In 
Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 


