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17:1 Six days later Jesus took with him Peter, James, and John the brother of 
James; and he led them up onto a high mountain by themselves. 2 There he was 
transfigured in front of them. His face was shining like the sun. His clothing 
became as white as the light. 3 Just then, Moses and Elijah appeared to them, 
talking with Jesus. 
4 Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here. If you want, I will make 
three shelters here: one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 
5 While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them. Just 
then, a voice came out of the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, whom I love; with 
him I am well pleased. Listen to him.” 
6 When the disciples heard this, they fell face down and were terrified. 7 Jesus 
approached and as he touched them, he said, “Get up, and do not be afraid.” 
8 When they opened their eyes, they saw no one except Jesus alone. 9 As they 
were coming down the mountain, Jesus commanded them, “Do not tell anyone 
what you have seen until the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.” 

Dear Friends in Christ,  

Moses did it on one mountain.  Peter, James and John did it on another.  But they 
all did it.  In a glorious and unmistakable way, they all stood in the very presence 
of God.  It must have been remarkable for them. Equally remarkable for us is 
this:  We will one day do the same.  We will one day stand in the very presence of 
God as did Moses and the disciples. And possibly even more remarkable is the 
fact that in a very real sense this is already happening right now.   

And that’s the blessed truth we want to talk about today:  right now we are 
standing and presently living every moment of our life 

IN THE PRESENCE OF GOD 

The springboard for this discussion is the Transfiguration of Jesus Christ.  In the 
church year, it is the bridge between the Epiphany season which today comes to a 
close and the Lenten season which begins this Wednesday.  In the life of Jesus and 
three of his disciples, it was a pivotal, historical and personal event.  As Jesus’ 
modern day disciples, it cannot help but draw us into an even closer relationship 
with our Savior than we already have.  So let’s take a closer look. 
1 Six days later Jesus took with him Peter, James, and John the brother of James; 
and he led them up onto a high mountain by themselves.  What was about to 



transpire happened six days after Jesus plainly told his disciples that he was going 
to Jerusalem.  There, he told them, he would suffer and die for the sins of the 
world.  Jesus spelled this out clearly.  Then he privately took his inner circle of 
disciples to a mountain.  And something magnificent happened. 
2 There he was transfigured in front of them.  In other words, he was 
changed.  How?  His face was shining like the sun. His clothing became as white 
as the light.  Here we are given just a glimpse of the true glory of God; a 
momentary peek at the radiance which emanates from pure holiness.  In the 
three years they had been with Jesus the disciples had seen miracles happen on 
an almost routine basis.  But something like this?  Never. 

There was still more.  Two heavenly visitors arrive on the scene:  3 Just then, 
Moses and Elijah appeared to them, talking with Jesus.  

We’re not told why these two, but we can speculate.  Together they embody the 
“Law and the Prophets,” a term sometimes used to designate the entire Old 
Testament, which  looks forward to Jesus and talks about his coming and 
work.  The ultimate prophecy – that God would provide the once-and-for-all 
sacrificial Lamb to take away the sins of the world – was now about to play itself 
out. 
4 Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here. If you want, I will make 
three shelters here: one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” If the offer 
to build earthly shelters for heavenly beings seems a bit odd, or even silly, Mark’s 
Gospel account provides this added information:  “He did not know what to say, 
they were so frightened.”  What happened next frightened them even more: 
5 While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them. Just 
then, a voice came out of the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, whom I love; with 
him I am well pleased. Listen to him.” 
6 When the disciples heard this, they fell face down and were terrified. 

From a cloud, bright with his holiness, comes the approving voice of God the 
Father.  Similar words were spoken at the baptism of Jesus as he began his 
ministry.  He speaks them again to usher in the last stage of that ministry.  

To disciples past and present the Father issues a single command:  “Listen to 
him!”  Meaning:  Listen to everything Jesus has to say about himself.  Hear the 



way of eternal salvation through faith in him.  Believe in him.  Trust him.  Obey 
him. 

For the terrified disciples, their extraordinary exposure to holiness ended as 
quickly as it began.  The closing verses are words of reassurance:  7 Jesus 
approached and as he touched them, he said, “Get up, and do not be afraid.” 
8 When they opened their eyes, they saw no one except Jesus alone.  Then, 
recognizing that the world would not understand what had happened unless it 
was viewed in the light of his resurrection, Jesus gave his disciples orders not to 
tell anyone what they had heard or seen until he had risen from the dead. 

Let’s talk about the general overall effect the Transfiguration had for all 
involved.  First of all, it was helpful to Jesus.  We can surmise that at this point in 
his ministry, Jesus needed this. 

Remember that Jesus was and is a true man, in addition to being true God.  As a 
man, Jesus had no greater desire than you or I would have to be mocked, 
ridiculed, beaten, and finally crucified.  Recall the anguish he went through in the 
Garden of Gethsemane as he asked his Father, if at all possible, to spare him the 
cup of suffering he was about to endure.  The suffering Jesus went through was 
very real and very painful…     

And as far as he personally was concerned, unnecessary, because he didn’t do 
anything wrong.  It should have been us.  We’re the lawbreakers.  We’re the ones 
who have failed to be the people God asks us to be.  We’re the ones who own the 
confession of sins we speak each week.  We’re the ones who deserve death, the 
rightful wages of sin.  God has every right to condemn us eternally. 

But he doesn’t, and he didn’t.  Instead, in a display of grace every bit as 
otherworldly as what took place on the Mount of Transfiguration, God chose to 
offer his Son as the substitute payment for our sins.  This is the great 
exchange:  the sinless for the sinful. 

But it was not an easy road to walk.  This glimpse of glory and the encouraging 
company of Moses and Elijah strengthened our Lord. 

It had the same effect on the disciples.  Do you think they ever forgot such an 
experience?  It empowered them to go forward with confidence into the task that 
lay before them.  Jesus’ work was just about at an end, but theirs hadn’t begun 



yet.  Soon the crucified but risen Lord would commission them to go and spread 
the good news into all the world.  

This would be daunting, and it certainly would exact its toll in their blood, sweat 
and tears.  But propelled by the promise that he would be with them, and 
sustained through the incentive that someday they would share in the glory they 
had just seen and the company they had just kept, they did it.  And did it joyfully. 

We can easily think to ourselves, “Sure, this meant something to those who 
experienced it firsthand.  To stand in the presence of God cannot help but be 
strengthening and encouraging.  But what does this have to do with my life and 
my situation now?”  

The answer is:  Everything.  Because, you see, you and I do stand in the presence 
of God in a way no less real than the disciples.  You and I stand in the presence of 
God both now and forever.  And that information strengthens and encourages us. 

After Jesus came down from that mountain he resolutely carried out his divine 
mission.  He died on a cross in our place to make the payment for our sins.  Three 
days later he rose from the dead.  And shortly before he returned to heaven he 
made us a promise.  He said, “I am with you always.” 

When we sleep at night, he is there.  When we wake up in the morning, he is 
there.  Throughout the day, he is there.  There is never a time when he is not a 
part of our lives.  There is never a time when we do not stand in the presence of 
God. 

Because we are still plagued by a sinful nature, at times this may have a rather 
sobering effect on us.  Especially if we think we can hide things from God which 
we know are sinful, or if we think he does not hear our gossip or bad language, or 
if we think the only things God knows about us are the things we tell him in our 
personal confession of sins.  Then standing in the presence of God may not be 
something we’re real happy about, unless, of course, we can select the times we 
want him to see us (like being in church). 

If standing in the presence of God makes us feel guilty or uncomfortable, then it is 
time to acknowledge our sinfulness, repent, and ask God’s help in bringing about 
the proper changes in our life. 



For the most part, however, knowing that we stand in the presence of God brings 
us nothing but strength and encouragement.  Understanding that we never go it 
alone, but that a loving Heavenly Father is always with us, guiding and directing 
our lives according to his divine wisdom, is spectacularly comforting.  

Ask the Christian who is facing surgery or who is dealing personally with physical 
or emotional pain.  Even though they may not understand why God chooses to 
bring some of the things he does into their lives, ask them if the fact that God is 
present brings them comfort.  Their answer will be, yes.  In fact, they will go on to 
tell you they wouldn’t know how to deal with their pain or loss or hardship 
without the knowledge that ours is the God who is there. 

Yes, we stand in the presence of God no less than did Peter, James and John. 

Here’s another thought.  Most of us, I believe, are most aware of the presence of 
God at the extremes of life.  When things are going well, we feel blessed and close 
to him.  When things are not, we feel close to him as he helps us through our 
difficulties.  

But that leaves a large amount of time “in the middle” when life may seem boring 
or tedious or the same old predictable daily grind week after week.  Yet, knowing 
that we stand in the presence of God makes each day holy, each day special, each 
day, no matter how mundane, somehow divine. 

And as good as that is, the best is yet to come.  Someday we will see Jesus just as 
the disciples did.  The day will come when we close our eyes in death only to open 
them in heaven and there behold Jesus Christ in all his splendor and glory and 
holiness.  Not only will we see Jesus in his glory, we will share in his glory.  Then 
our life in the presence of God will never end.  

The Transfiguration of Jesus Christ brings all these things to mind.  So, as we 
stated at the outset, it was not just significant for our Lord or for his three 
disciples.  Its message of present strength and future glory is equally meaningful 
for each of us today. 

So this is our supreme comfort:  WE are people who stand in the presence of 
God.  Now, and forever.  Amen. 

 


