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So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the piece of land Jacob 
gave to his son Joseph. Jacob’s well was there. Then Jesus, being tired from the 
journey, sat down by the well. It was about the sixth hour. 
A woman from Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a 
drink.” (His disciples had gone into town to buy food.) 
The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink 
from me, a Samaritan woman?” (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.) 
Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that is saying to 
you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have given you 
living water.” 
“Sir,” she said, “you don’t even have a bucket, and the well is deep. So where do 
you get this living water? You are not greater than our father Jacob, are you? He 
gave us this well and drank from it himself, as did his sons and his animals.” 
Jesus answered her, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but 
whoever drinks the water I will give him will never be thirsty ever again. Rather, 
the water I will give him will become in him a spring of water, bubbling up to 
eternal life.” 
“Sir, give me this water,” the woman said to him, “so I won’t get thirsty and 
have to keep coming here to draw water.” 
Jesus told her, “Go, call your husband, and come back here.” 
“I have no husband,” the woman answered. 
Jesus said to her, “You are right when you say, ‘I have no husband.’ In fact, you 
have had five husbands, and the man you have now is not your husband. What 
you have said is true.” 
“Sir,” the woman replied, “I see that you are a prophet. Our fathers worshipped 
on this mountain, but you Jews insist that the place where we must worship is 
in Jerusalem.” 
Jesus said to her, “Believe me, woman, a time is coming when you will not 
worship the Father on this mountain or in Jerusalem. You Samaritans worship 
what you do not know. We worship what we do know, because salvation is 
from the Jews. But a time is coming and now is here when the real worshippers 
will worship the Father in spirit and in truth, for those are the kind of 
worshippers the Father seeks. God is spirit, and those who worship him must 
worship in spirit and in truth.” 
The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (the one called Christ). 
“When he comes, he will explain everything to us.” 
Jesus said to her, “I, the one speaking to you, am he.” 



Dear Friends in Christ, 

It’s hard to be outside.  Not outside of a building, but outside of a group.  Sadly, 
it’s something we all experience from time to time.  Maybe it was because of 
malice, at the hands of a bully in school who seemed to do everything in his 
power to make sure you were excluded from the group.  Maybe it was 
circumstantial, and you found yourself in a group where everyone else is from a 
different culture than yours.  They’re nice enough, but it can be 
uncomfortable.  Or perhaps you go on social media and you see all the wonderful 
things everyone else is doing…and your life doesn’t quite seem to measure up.  Or 
maybe it’s religious when you realize that as a Christian, you are an outsider from 
the common narrative in society on many issues.  Whatever the case might be, it’s 
not a particularly pleasant feeling.  

In today’s gospel, we see Jesus talking to a woman who was an outsider for a 
variety of reasons – but probably first and foremost because of her culture.  She 
was a Samaritan.  To see why that made a difference, we need to go back a few 
centuries in history before the day of Jesus.  

When the Israelites, also known as the Jews in the New Testament, were taken 
into captivity in Babylon, the Promised Land they had been living in wasn’t left 
vacant.  Their captors brought in other conquered peoples from other places to 
live there.  Over time, these other people started to integrate with the few Jews 
who were left.  

Sadly, that integration wasn’t just a melding of races.  In many cases it was also a 
melding of religions and worship practices, a mixture of biblical worship and 
pagan Canaanite idol worship.  Over time, this blended group came to be known 
as the Samaritans, after the capitol city of their region – Samaria.  

And so when the rest of the Jewish nation returned from captivity, they kept their 
distance from this group of people who had embraced a mixture of true and 
pagan beliefs – probably in no small part because the reason God had sent them 
into exile in the first place was for embracing those same pagan worship 
practices.  Not surprisingly, conflict broke out early and often between these 
different but related groups, and during the several hundred years between that 
day and Jesus’ time, this division only deepened.  Eventually, the Jews came to 
view the Samaritans as second-class citizens and barely talked with them.  



That tension forms the backdrop for the extended conversation we see in today’s 
gospel as Jesus – a Jew – speaks with a woman who is a Samaritan.  So he came to 
a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the piece of land Jacob gave to his son 
Joseph. Jacob’s well was there. Then Jesus, being tired from the journey, sat 
down by the well. It was about the sixth hour. A woman from Samaria came to 
draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” (His disciples had gone into 
town to buy food.) The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a 
Jew, ask for a drink from me, a Samaritan woman?” (For Jews do not associate 
with Samaritans) (4-9).  It’s clear that the divide was deep and had ancient 
roots.  One can hardly blame the woman for her skepticism over the motivation 
of this Jew who approached her for a drink.  

Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that is saying to 
you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have given you 
living water.” “Sir,” she said, “you don’t even have a bucket, and the well is 
deep. So where do you get this living water? You are not greater than our father 
Jacob, are you? He gave us this well and drank from it himself, as did his sons 
and his animals” (10-12).  It helps to remember that living water was also a way 
of referring to flowing spring water instead of the ground water that would be 
found in a well.  Did Jesus know about some water source that even Jacob their 
ancestor had not known of?  

Jesus put that idea to rest.  Jesus answered her, “Everyone who drinks this water 
will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks the water I will give him will never be 
thirsty ever again. Rather, the water I will give him will become in him a spring 
of water, bubbling up to eternal life.” “Sir, give me this water,” the woman said 
to him, “so I won’t get thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water” (13-
15).  By this point, the woman probably realizes that Jesus is offering her 
something bigger than water, but she isn’t sure what, and indeed, Jesus did have 
a larger point to make.  The woman came to the well because she needed 
water.  If you’d asked her, she probably would have said she also needed some 
help fitting in, at least when she was among Jewish people.  

But Jesus wanted to draw her attention to a far greater spiritual need.  Jesus told 
her, “Go, call your husband, and come back here.” “I have no husband,” the 
woman answered. Jesus said to her, “You are right when you say, ‘I have no 
husband.’ In fact, you have had five husbands, and the man you have now is not 
your husband. What you have said is true” (16-19).  Imagine the shame at being 



confronted with her sinful lifestyle.  Something was wrong in her relationship with 
her God, and she knew it, and her sinful lifestyle showed it.  She wasn’t just a 
social outcast, she was also a spiritual outcast, but the worst part was, she wasn’t 
even sure how to approach God and fix it.  “Sir,” the woman replied, “I see that 
you are a prophet. Our fathers worshipped on this mountain, but you Jews 
insist that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem” (20).  As a 
Samaritan, worshiping at the temple didn’t seem like an option, so what was she 
to do?  She was an outsider.  
To understand the value of this conversation for us today, we need to remember 
where we started.  We were spiritual outsiders too, weren’t we?  It’s easy for us 
to ignore that sad fact, but there are moments of brutal honesty in our lives when 
we are forced to confront it ourselves.  Maybe that comes in a situation like that 
of the woman when someone else sees our sinfulness and now there’s no 
pretending it doesn’t exist.  Maybe that moment of honesty comes when you find 
yourself awake at night, wishing you could take back something you said or did, 
but knowing that you can’t, and now someone else is hurting and you know 
you’re the guilty party.  Or maybe it’s when we realize that even though we often 
do things that look good and upright, the deep seated motivation is entirely self-
serving and we know God can’t stand that hypocrisy.  Or maybe life has become 
such a mess of our own making that we wonder if we can even be considered 
children of God.  

It looks different for you, for me, for each one of us, but what we all have in 
common is that the bible doesn’t make any distinctions in telling us what God 
thinks of sin and anyone who embraces it.  If you’re walking outside the graces of 
God, then you’re walking the path that leads to hell – it’s the only option for a 
spiritual outsider.  

But all hope is not lost – not for the woman at the well and not for you and 
me.  You can actually see that in the very first verse, before any of this 
conversation even takes place.  Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.”  We move 
past that statement very quickly but let me ask you this.  Did the woman go to the 
well that day hoping to turn around her spiritual life?  Was she looking for the 
Messiah?  Was she hoping to talk with the strange Jewish teacher?  Probably not.  

Who started the conversation?  Jesus did – even though she was an outcast and 
even though it made no sense from a cultural perspective, Jesus approached this 



woman at the well, because he wanted her to see the truth spiritually – the truth 
about her and the truth about her Savior.  

By God’s grace, the same thing happened to you and me in our lives.  Jesus 
approached you and me and pulled us out of that self-destructive path we were 
walking.  Maybe Jesus first approached you when you were baptized as a 
child.  Maybe it happened when you heard the truth of his word as an adult.  

Whenever it was, it makes no sense for Jesus to approach people who are by 
nature his enemies – but that’s what he does.  Jesus didn’t come to seek out 
followers who could in turn offer him perfect lives, followers who always made 
the godly decision in every situation, who were better than everyone else.  Jesus 
doesn’t come to find the worthy people – there are none!  Jesus comes to pay for 
the sins of the unworthy.  

That’s what Jesus was talking about when he told the woman at the well: “Believe 
me, woman, a time is coming when you will not worship the Father on this 
mountain or in Jerusalem. You Samaritans worship what you do not know. We 
worship what we do know, because salvation is from the Jews” (21-22). 
Salvation is from the Jews…not because of their temple or their rituals, but 
because it was through the lineage of the Jewish people that Jesus put aside his 
power and majesty and came down into our sinful world to be our Savior and pull 
us off of the road to eternal destruction and into his family.  He approached a 
sinful world with his promise of forgiveness and grace.  

Jesus continued, “But a time is coming and now is here when the real 
worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and in truth, for those are the kind 
of worshippers the Father seeks. God is spirit, and those who worship him must 
worship in spirit and in truth” (23-24). Through the truth of God’s word, the Holy 
Spirit creates and strengthens faith in us and enables us to approach God.  

For this woman, there couldn’t have been better news.  Imagine her joy as the conversation concludes: 

The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (the one called Christ). 
“When he comes, he will explain everything to us.” Jesus said to her, “I, the one 
speaking to you, am he” (25-26).  To be told her whole life that her genetics kept 
her out of God’s kingdom, and now to stand before the Messiah whom everyone 
had been waiting for – it’s no surprise that in subsequent verses we hear how the 
woman went and told everyone she could find about Jesus, and before it was all 



said and done, many other spiritual outsiders among the Samaritans believed in 
the Savior.  

It changes everything for us too, because the truth about Jesus and what he does 
for us affects every aspect of our lives.  When we know the truth about where we 
stand with God because of Jesus, some of the sting of rejection by other people is 
removed, because we know that no one can pull us out of God’s family.  

When we lay awake filled with regret, we can turn to the truth of Jesus’ promise 
that those sins are forgiven.  When it appears that even the good things we do are 
corrupted, we can rejoice in the fact that God welcomes the service of his 
children and considers our action beautiful because of the blood Jesus shed for 
us.  When life seems like a worthless mess of our own doing, we can rejoice 
because no matter how worthless we feel, Jesus placed the value of his own life 
on ours.  

You and I too can worship God with joy, because we know that when we gather 
for worship it’s not about your worth or my value.  This is the place where Jesus 
approaches us once again.  Jesus approaches new Christians through a splash of 
water alongside God’s word.  Jesus approaches all of us through the wonderful 
truth of what Jesus has done as it is recorded in his word.  Jesus approaches us 
when he invites us to his communion table to receive his body and blood.  This is 
the place where we can worship our God, not because of the people who are 
here, not because of the atmosphere, the music, or the architecture, but because 
this is where our Savior approaches us In Spirit and In Truth.  Amen.  

 
 

 
 

 

 


