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9:1 As Jesus was passing by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked 
him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 
3 Jesus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that God’s 
works might be revealed in connection with him. 4 I must do the works of him 
who sent me while it is day. Night is coming when no one can work. 5 As long as 
I am in the world, I am the Light of the World.” 
6 After saying this, Jesus spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, 
and spread the mud on the man’s eyes. 7 “Go,” Jesus told him, “wash in the pool 
of Siloam” (which means “Sent”). So he went and washed, and came back 
seeing. 
13 They brought this man who had been blind to the Pharisees. 14 Now it was a 
Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15 So the Pharisees 
also asked him how he received his sight. 
“He put mud on my eyes,” the man told them. “I washed, and now I see.” 
16 Then some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God because he does 
not keep the Sabbath.” Others were saying, “How can a sinful man work such 
miraculous signs?” 
There was division among them, 17 so they said to the blind man again, “What 
do you say about him, because he opened your eyes?” 
The man replied, “He is a prophet.” 
34 They answered him, “You were entirely born in sinfulness! Yet you presume 
to teach us?” And they threw him out. 
35 Jesus heard that they had thrown him out. When he found him, he asked, “Do 
you believe in the Son of God?” 
36 “Who is he, sir,” the man replied, “that I may believe in him?” 
37 Jesus answered, “You have seen him, and he is the very one who is speaking 
with you.” 
38 Then he said, “Lord, I believe!” and he knelt down and worshipped him. 
39 Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this world, in order that those who do 
not see will see, and those who do see will become blind.” 
 
Dear Friends and Fellow Redeemed in Christ, 

Forcefully and deliberately you blink your eyes. It doesn’t help. That foggy haze 
won’t seem to go away. No matter how furrowed the brow, no matter how 
squinted the eyes, you can't seem to focus. You can’t find your way. Stumbling in 
a stupor of confusion, you feel so lost. 



“What have I done?” you think. “Why me? What have I done to deserve this? 
What did I do wrong?” That must be the explanation. Why else would you have 
these problems? Cancer. Heart problems. Stroke. High cholesterol. Failing eyes 
and ears. Bulging discs. Pinched nerves. Migraine headaches. High anxiety. 
Depression. “God must be punishing me for something,” you think. “Or does God 
even care? Is God even out there?” 

It's a very logical way to think. In a world that has philosophically evolved from 
the Renaissance to the Age of Reason to Modernism and beyond, we like 
everything to make sense. We evaluate evidence and data. We believe in cause 
and effect. So if there is a God who’s in control, and if I have this problem that 
won’t go away, then that God must be punishing me for something. This is how 
logical human minds think. 

But that is actually nothing new. Humans have been wrestling with these 
thoughts for ages. Today we heard an example from almost 2,000 years ago. 
Today we met a man who had been suffering. He had been suffering his entire 
life. Verse one of the gospel today tells us that this man had been blind from 
birth. 

When the disciples saw this man, they took advantage of their Teacher being 
present to ask the very logical question on their minds: , “Rabbi, who sinned, this 
man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Again, this is the way humans think. 
You get what you deserve. You are rewarded for doing good and punished for 
doing bad. But this one confused them. If he was born blind, whose fault would it 
be? Did God punish him in advance of some sin he would commit later on in life, 
or did his parents sin badly and he was suffering the consequences because of it? 

It’s just as we think. “What have I done, Lord? Why are you doing this? Why me? 
Why am I going through this? What have I done to deserve this? How could you 
let me suffer like this? I even say my prayers and go to church and try my best. 
Why won't you do anything about this?" 

Jesus used the situation to teach his disciples then and his disciples now. Verse 
three: “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that God’s works 
might be revealed in connection with him. 4 I must do the works of him who 
sent me while it is day. Night is coming when no one can work. 5 As long as I am 
in the world, I am the Light of the World.” 



Teaching point number one: We don't have cancer or arthritis or migraines or bad 
eyesight or depression because we did anything sinful to deserve it. This is an 
imperfect world of sinful darkness. Because we are living in a world of sin, we are 
going to suffer the ill effects of sin. This isn’t the Garden of Eden anymore, you 
could say. 

Teaching point number two: God's wisdom and power are so great that he can 
even use our troubles and problems to show his glory. We don't think about our 
problems that way, especially when we are suffering through them. Who wakes 
up with arthritic pain every day and is glad to be so sore they can't move? Who 
likes to go to chemotherapy treatments? Who likes to see half their home 
destroyed by a tornado or hurricane? When we are suffering we usually focus on 
the problem, not the bigger plan. 

But as you look back in your life, how many times has God used trouble and trial 
for your good? Some of you experienced tragedy or disaster and that drove you 
to seek a relationship with God and start going to church. Some of you grew 
stronger and more resilient in your faith as God pulled you closer through 
adversity. Sometimes we are given a much-needed dose of humility when God 
brings us to our knees. Sometimes we are simply reminded to be thankful for the 
blessings we do have in life. What Jesus said about the blind man applies to our 
lives too: This happened “that God’s works might be revealed." 

Look how Jesus displayed his great power here. John is careful to report for us 
that this man had been blind from birth. This wasn't someone who had fuzzy 
vision. This wasn't someone who just lost his eyesight. No one would be able to 
doubt this miracle because everyone knew that this man absolutely could not see 
and had been that way his entire life. But God allowed this man to have this 
suffering so that years and years later Jesus would encounter him and show the 
glory of God. 

Here’s how it happened: Jesus spit on the ground, made some mud with the 
saliva, and put it on the man's eyes. That might sound gross, but how do you 
show a person who can't see that you are going to do something special for his 
eyes? It's like the time Jesus healed a man who couldn’t talk or hear by touching 
his tongue and ears. Jesus was making it clear to the blind man that he was doing 



something special for him. And having told him to go and wash in the Pool of 
Siloam, the man found that suddenly he could see. 

The work of God was on display. In God's bigger plan, that man had been born 
and suffered his entire life so that Jesus could use this moment to teach. He 
taught the disciples that it is the darkness of sin that clouds our world and causes 
problems. He taught the disciples that he is the Light of the world who has the 
power over all pains and problems of sin. Jesus also instantly taught this blind 
man that he was someone special who had power even to heal a lifelong birth 
defect. 

Jesus teaches us today too. All of us suffer. There is no one in this room who 
doesn’t have some kind of ailment or sickness or disease or condition or pain that 
we suffer through. JESUS HELPS US SEE CLEARLY his power today. Turn to him. He 
can help. He can heal. 

At the same time, it is very important that Jesus helps us see his power in his 
bigger plans for our lives. His mind is greater than ours. His plans are bigger than 
ours. Even when we have pains and problems, God uses them so that the work of 
God might be displayed. Open your eyes of faith to see Jesus, the Light of the 
world and all of his power and know that he works all things for our good and for 
his glory. 

After Jesus healed this man, there was still some confusion about what had 
happened though. Some of the people brought the man to the Pharisees. They 
were none too pleased. They already didn't like Jesus very much. Then they were 
upset because Jesus did this on the Sabbath day and broke their manmade 
Sabbath rules. They didn't like to think about Jesus having power and they didn't 
like being told by the healed man that Jesus was a prophet. 

But the formerly blind man was also confused about Jesus. In verse 35 Jesus asked 
him “Do you believe in the Son of God?” “Who is he, sir,” the man replied, “that 
I may believe in him?” After all the miracles and teaching that Jesus had done, 
even after healing this man, he still didn't know who Jesus was. There's a good 
teaching moment here too. This man got what he wanted. He had been blind his 
whole life. He wanted to see. But even though Jesus healed his physical blindness, 
the man still could not see. He was spiritually blind. 



How badly do you want Jesus to heal your problems? Wouldn't it be nice if he 
took away your arthritis? What if he made you feel young again? What if you had 
no health problems at all? That would be terrific! But it wouldn't help you much if 
Jesus helped or healed you with every little physical problem yet you were still 
spiritually sick. If you don't see Jesus clearly as the Light of the World, then you 
are still blind and in the dark. 

Look at how much love Jesus showed this blind man in the story, helping him to 
see. First he found this man begging in his blindness and gave him the gift of sight 
he had always hoped for and wanted. But then Jesus found him a second time. 
We find out in verse 35 that after the man had been interviewed by the Pharisees 
and thrown out, Jesus went and found him. He knew that though he could now 
physically see he was still spiritually blind. So Jesus actually took the time to go 
and find this man and finish the work. 

Here's how their conversation concluded: “Do you believe in the Son of God?” 
“Who is he, sir,” the man replied, “that I may believe in him?” Jesus answered, 
“You have seen him, and he is the very one who is speaking with you.” Think 
about it, your whole life you had been wanting to see, and now finally you were 
healed and you can. But your whole life you had also been carrying the guilt of 
your sin and you had been hoping the Messiah would come, and now finally he's 
standing right in front of you! “Then he said, ‘Lord, I believe!’ and he knelt down 
and worshipped him.” When Jesus opened the man's spiritual eyes he instantly 
believed and started to worship Jesus. 

This is the love that Jesus has shown to you. At some point in your life, he sought 
you out and found you. You didn’t find him. No, he found you. For some of us that 
happened very early when we were little children. For some of you that happened 
much later in life. For some of you that happened only recently. 

But this is the love of Jesus, that he uses events in our lives to bring us to him. 
Some of you had a major life crisis or event. Some of you received a postcard in 
the mail. Some of you learned through your children. We all needed to see our 
Savior because we all were spiritually blind. But it was Jesus who has worked in 
different ways in our lives to prepare us to hear him say, “You have seen him, and 
he is the very one who is speaking with you.” 



What a difference it makes when Jesus clears the foggy haze clouding our eyes in 
a dark and dreary world of sin! Suddenly we can see! We can see the Light—and 
it’s Jesus! 

Imagine being lost in a thick and dark forest. You’re confused, terrified, you’re 
giving hope. But then someone tells you, “Open your eyes!” That’s when you 
realize, “Oh, my eyes were closed, but I’m actually holding a flashlight! A flashlight 
that saves me from the darkness and leads me out of the darkness.” 

At some point in your life the Spirit went to work in you and he opened your eyes. 
And you realized the most marvelous truth—you have a light that saves you from 
the darkness and leads you out of the darkness. It’s Jesus. His forgiving love 
dispels the gloom and doom of your sin. His loving presence guides you out of the 
darkness to the eternal light and life of heaven! Like the blind man, Jesus Helps Us 
See Clearly that he is the Light of the world. And like the blind man, that joyfully 
leads us to fall down in worship and awe. 

John Newton lived quite the life. He was born in London in 1725. His mother died 
when he was just seven years old. At age 11 he went to sea with his father who 
was a stern shipmaster. By age 17 he had enlisted in the Royal Navy. For various 
reasons he experienced many hardships being beaten, imprisoned, starved, and 
treated like a slave. He grew up under such harsh conditions that he himself 
became a slave trader and ship captain and he lived a very godless life. 

One night he had a terrible day at sea. There were storms. Water was coming into 
the ship. It was getting harder to steer. He was staring death in the face. It was on 
this day that he was reading in a book about Jesus, remember things that his 
mother once taught him when he was a child. Newton turned to the Lord in 
prayer. 

His life was changed from that point on. Soon after he married his childhood 
sweetheart. He then became a deacon in the church and even a priest in the 
Church of England. Wanting to express his faith, John Newton wrote a number of 
hymns about Jesus and God's grace. One of his hymns details the journey of his 
life. At the end of the first stanza he wrote, I once was lost but now am found, was 
blind but now I see. We'll sing John Newton's famous hymn Amazing Grace in a 
few minutes. 



John Newton's story is the same as the blind man's story, and the same as our 
story, too. When we are in trouble and need healing, when we are in trouble and 
our ship is sinking, Jesus is the one we can turn to because he has the power to 
help. 

But more importantly, like John Newton and like the blind man, Jesus has sought 
us out and found us. He has had a bigger plan for our lives, to use even our pains 
and problems to bring us to him that we might see the works of God on display. 
Jesus has revealed himself to us as the Light of the World. We once were lost, but 
now we are found. We were blind but now we see. 

So keep your eyes on Jesus. He has the power to help. He has the power to heal. 
Even better, he has the love to forgive and the love to save. See clearly Jesus, the 
Light of the world. Amen. 

 


