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17 As Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, he took the twelve disciples aside; and on 
the way he said to them, 18 “Look, we are going up to Jerusalem. The Son of Man 
will be handed over to the chief priests and experts in the law, and they will 
condemn him to death. 19 They will hand him over to the Gentiles to mock, flog, 
and crucify him. On the third day he will be raised.” 
20 Then the mother of Zebedee’s sons came to him with her sons, kneeling and 
asking something of him. 21 He said to her, “What do you want?” 
She said to him, “Promise that in your kingdom these two sons of mine may sit, 
one on your right hand and one on your left hand.” 
22 But Jesus answered, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to 
drink the cup that I am about to drink?” 
They said to him, “We are.” 
23 He said to them, “You will indeed drink my cup, but to sit on my right hand 
and on my left hand is not for me to give; rather these places belong to those 
for whom they have been prepared by my Father.” 
24 When the ten heard this, they were angry with the two brothers. 
25 But Jesus summoned them and said, “You know that the rulers of the nations 
lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. 26 It will not 
be that way among you. Instead whoever wants to become great among you 
will be your servant, 27 and whoever wants to be first among you will be your 
slave— 28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to 
give his life as a ransom for many.” 

 

Dear Friends and Fellow Redeemed in Christ, 

I am, obviously, not a politician. But, I do find politics interesting. “Game Change” 
is a book about the 2008 presidential election. It is a behind-the-scenes look at 
the candidates and their campaigns and all the goings on that took place leading 
up to the election of President Obama. It is fascinating how all the different 
players positioned themselves along the way - and not just the candidates. All of 
the people on their staffs were also jockeying for position. Everyone was looking 
for more prestige and power.  



This obsession with prestige and power and position is not limited to people 
involved in presidential campaigns. You can see it in every area of life. It begins 
already when we are toddlers. Siblings strive to outdo one another in the family 
power structure. Everyone is competing for the more attention from mommy and 
daddy. Ask any preschool teacher and they will tell you all about the power 
struggles in their classroom. There is, after all, only one of that particular toy. 
“And it will be mine!” thinks the three-year-old.  

The power game is not put in the past after preschool. As the children get older 
they may not be fighting for the best toys but they will battle for popularity or for 
position on the playground. After all, the one with the most influence gets to 
make the rules for whatever game is being played.  

I certainly don’t need to tell you that the power game continues when you enter 
the workforce. The politics of power play out in every office. There are corporate 
ladders to climb. And, if you need to step on someone in order to reach the next 
rung on that ladder, so be it. And, it’s not just in the offices of the white-collar 
crowd that power is prized. There are Blue collar sector also has its power plays: 
Who would be given the easiest jobs? Who would be assigned to the nicest truck? 
Who would be promoted to the new position? Who will get overlooked?  

And it doesn’t end when you come home from work. Oh yes, the politics of power 
play out there as well. Spouses clash over who is in control, who gets to make the 
decisions. Some spouses ply for power with shouting and shoving. Others spouses 
ply for power with self-serving verbal manipulation. Regardless of the method 
employed, the goal is the same - to get…my…way.  

Even here, in the church, among God’s own family, the politics of power play out. 
We all have our own opinions about what should be done in our congregation and 
how things should be done in our congregation. And that is OK - necessary even. 
But, so often and so easily we become so convinced of our own ideas that we 
INSIST on having our way. And if it means stomping down the opinions and ideas 
of our brothers and sisters, so be it.  

None of this is how things were supposed to be. Our Father did not create this 
world to be a place where His children were climbing over each other in a never-
ending quest for power and a never-satisfied thirst to serve self. But, ever since 
Adam and Eve’s disastrous rebellion, our world has been just such a place.  



Jesus experienced this even among His own disciples. Matthew tells us that, one 
day, “…the mother of Zebedee’s sons came to [Jesus] with her sons, kneeling 
and asking something of him. 21 He said to her, “What do you want?” 
She said to him, “Promise that in your kingdom these two sons of mine may sit, 
one on your right hand and one on your left hand.” This scene would be comical 
if it weren’t so tragic. James and John were grown men. Yet, here they come with 
their mommy to ask Jesus to give them the most powerful positions in His 
kingdom - to sit at His right and His left when He became king. 

It was not surprising, in a way, that they made this request. Jesus had told His 
disciples that He was the promised Messiah and that He was going to establish a 
kingdom. He had even told them, “…In the renewal, when the Son of Man sits on 
his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones…” 
(Matthew 19:28). So, you can understand why James and John were so excited. 
They were going to sit on thrones and rule with Jesus! Wouldn't it be great if the 
two of them could be second and third in command after Jesus?  

“You do not know what you are asking,” Jesus said to them. And, of course, they 
didn’t. They thought that following Jesus was all about power and glory. They 
thought that being close to Him could only increase their personal power and 
glory. They did not realize that being close to Jesus would soon mean being in 
danger of being arrested. They did not realize that soon those on Jesus’ right and 
left would be hanging from crosses on a skull-shaped hill.  

The other ten disciples did not understand this any better than James and John. 
Matthew tells us that, “24 When the ten heard this, they were angry with the two 
brothers.” Can’t you just picture this scene? The other ten disciples hear James’ 
and John’s request and they say, “Hey! Wait a minute! If they are at Jesus’ right 
and left, that means they are ruling over us! What makes THEM so special? What 
about us? Why shouldn’t one of US be Jesus’ right hand man?”  

Can you hear Jesus’ sighing? He had just finished telling them that they were 
going to go to Jerusalem and He was going to be betrayed and mocked and 
flogged and crucified. He was going to give up His life for sinners like them. And 
they were not even willing to give up their seat for any of their fellow disciples. In 
the face of Jesus’ willingness to put the needs of everyone else ahead of Himself, 
they insisted on putting themselves first. It sounds sadly familiar, doesn’t it?  



You couldn’t blame Jesus if He had responded with anger. “What are you TALKING 
about? Did you not just hear what I said? What is wrong with you?”  

Instead, Jesus called them together and patiently explained, “You know that the 
rulers of the nations lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority 
over them. 26 It will not be that way among you. Instead whoever wants to 
become great among you will be your servant, 27 and whoever wants to be first 
among you will be your slave…”  

“In this world,” Jesus was saying, “the way people become great is by stepping on 
other people. But, if you want to be great in my kingdom you step down and 
serve other people. After all, ‘the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to 
serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.’” Jesus was going to Jerusalem 
to pay the price to set us free from our sins. That ransom price was accepted by 
God the Father. And we were released from having to pay the price for our sins 
ourselves. How great is that?  

By serving, rather than being served, Jesus became the greatest human being who 
ever lived. He wants you to be great too. Be a great child by helping mom and dad 
at home. Be a great brother or sister by giving your sibling the best toy or the next 
turn. Be a great spouse by putting his or her needs ahead of your own. Be a great 
friend by helping when your friend is hurting. Be a great member of this church 
family by seeking ways to serve rather than always asking how the church is going 
to serve you. These are the ways you become great in God’s kingdom.  

James and John would become great. I mean, here we are talking about them two 
thousand years later. But, the way they became great was not what they 
expected. James was beheaded at the command of King Herod. John was 
persecuted and exiled to the Island of Patmos. Theirs were lives of sacrifice and 
service in the kingdom of God.  

May the same be said for you and me. So that, when we finally see our Lord face 
to face we will hear Him say, “Well done, good and faithful servant.” Won’t that 
be great? Amen. 


