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17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for 
four days. 
18 Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles away. 19 Many Jews had come 
to Martha and Mary to comfort them concerning their brother. 
20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went to meet him, while 
Mary was sitting in the house. 
21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have 
died. 22 But even now I know that whatever you ask from God, God will give 
you.” 
23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 
24 Martha replied, “I know that he will rise in the resurrection on the Last Day.” 
25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me 
will live, even if he dies. 26 And whoever lives and believes in me will never 
perish. Do you believe this?” 
27 “Yes, Lord,” she told him. “I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, 
who was to come into the world.” 
38 Jesus was deeply moved again as he came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a 
stone was lying against it. 39 “Take away the stone,” he said. 
Martha, the dead man’s sister, told him, “Lord, by this time there will be an 
odor, because it has been four days.” 
40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory 
of God?” 41 So they took away the stone. 
Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you that you heard me. 42 I knew that 
you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the crowd standing here, 
so that they may believe that you sent me.” 43 After he said this, he shouted 
with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 
44 The man who had died came out with his feet and his hands bound with strips 
of linen and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus told them, “Loose him and let 
him go.” 
45 Therefore many of the Jews who came to Mary and saw what Jesus did 
believed in him.  

Dear Friends in Christ,  

It’s probably fair to say that both inside and outside the Christian church, the 
activity that most people associate with Jesus Christ, even more than his 
teachings, are his miracles.  And for good reason.  The Bible records a lot of them 



for us (roughly 40).  The Bible also tells us Jesus performed many more miracles 
that are not recorded.  

Some of them are quite well known.  If I asked you to make a mental list right now 
of 3 or 4 miracles, you probably could.  If we compared our lists, chances are we’d 
find the same ones rising to the surface:  like the feeding of the 5000, or Jesus 
calming the storm, or Jesus walking on water, or Jesus healing the ten lepers.  It’s 
quite likely the miracle we heard in our Gospel lesson for today would also be on 
that list.  

So, miracles are well known to us.  But how do we understand them?  How do we 
process them?  

If we think of a miracle only as a divinely engineered, nature-bending historical 
event that took place at a particular time and location, while true, we’d be 
missing something.  Because every miracle of Jesus is more than that.  Every 
miracle reveals not only Jesus’ power, but his heart.  In that sense, we might say: 

EVERY MIRACLE IS A DECLARATION 

And that’s the lens through which we’d like to view the miracle before us today.  

For many of us, the account of Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead is a familiar 
one.  But let’s briefly review the story.  It goes like this:  

Jesus, the Friend of all, had an especially close relationship with a family that 
consisted of two sisters, Mary and Martha, and their brother, Lazarus.  How this 
friendship formed we are not told, but we know it was a special bond.  Mary, 
Martha, and Lazarus lived in a small town called Bethany, which was close to 
Jerusalem. 

As John chapter 11 begins, Jesus and his disciples were some distance from 
Bethany when he received a message sent by the two sisters that simply 
said:  “Lord, the one you love is sick!”  It was Lazarus.  

When Jesus got this word, he took no immediate action.  In fact he stayed where 
he was for two more days before taking off for Bethany.  During that time – 
actually it may have been shortly after he got the message – Lazarus died.  



By the time Jesus arrived on the scene Lazarus had been dead and buried for four 
days.  Martha met Jesus and the two of them began to converse over what had 
just happened.  Well aware of who he was and his miraculous power, Martha 
suggested (but not in any accusatory way) that had Jesus come earlier this whole 
sad ordeal could have been avoided.  Jesus responded by assuring her that her 
brother would rise again.  

As a devout believer, Martha knew this.  She expressed her belief – just like we do 
today in our Creeds – that Lazarus and everyone would rise from the grave on the 
Last Day.  It was at this point that Jesus made one of his great and powerful I AM 
statements:  “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me will 
live, even if he dies. And whoever lives and believes in me will never perish.” 

This pronouncement brought comfort to Martha’s heart back then, and to this 
very day brings us immense comfort and assurance when struggling with the 
death of our loved ones, or in anticipation of our own impending death.  Think of 
it.  This is nothing less than the promise of everlasting life through faith in Christ 
as our Savior from sin.  Emphasis on everlasting.  

Martha responds with a bold and beautiful confession of faith.  But Jesus isn’t 
done.  Sister Mary and others join them, and together the entire entourage 
moves to the tomb.  Jesus gives the command to roll away the stone.  There was a 
fictitious belief among the Jews back then that the soul hung around the body for 
three days in the possibility of returning to it.  But now it’s been four days.  In 
other words, Lazarus is irrevocably dead.  In a momentary lapse, Martha protests 
Jesus’ actions.  

She shouldn’t have.  Jesus prays, thanking his Father for the opportunity to give 
him glory.  After he said this, he shouted with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 
The man who had died came out with his feet and his hands bound with strips 
of linen and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus told them, “Loose him and let 
him go.” And that’s what they did.  

The miracle was unmistakable.  The crowd was stunned.  More importantly, many 
“believed in him.”  For the enemies of Jesus who saw their power and influence 
slipping away, however, this was the last straw.  Plans for his elimination went 
into high gear at the highest levels.  The countdown to crucifixion now began in 



earnest, and the cosmically important death and resurrection this incident 
foreshadowed would soon play itself out.  But more on that in the weeks to come. 

Earlier we made the statement that every miracle is a declaration.  What is Jesus 
declaring to us in raising Lazarus from the dead?  Two things in particular. 

First, he is declaring the depth of his love and compassion for those he loves and 
those who love him.  We see this in the way he tenderly dealt with Mary and 
Martha in their distress, and in what he did for Lazarus.  

In the verses between the sections serving as our Gospel lesson we are given a 
little more information about this event.  Within that portion of Scripture is the 
shortest verse in the Bible.  John 11:35 says, “Jesus wept.”  The Greek word 
indicates this wasn’t the kind of artificial wailing that professional mourners were 
doing, but rather indicates Jesus spontaneously broke out into tears as he 
surveyed this entire display of pain and loss.  In response to this, the following 
verse reads: Then the Jews said, “See how he loved him!”   

Is it not mind boggling to consider how the same statement can be made of Jesus 
and every one of us?  Is it not humbling to consider the intensity of Jesus’ love for 
us; a love that willingly led him to the cross on our behalf where he, as the man of 
sorrows, took upon himself all our sins and iniquities, so we might be people of 
joy for life everlasting?  

In the tenderness and tears we see in this miracle Jesus declares the depth of his 
love and displays his heart.  And just like Mary, Martha, and Lazarus, we are the 
objects of his affection.  Not sure we’ll ever be able to fully grasp that on this side 
of heaven.  

And we continue to be the objects of his affection.  His love and tenderness 
continues to wash over us each and every day.  Even in those moments we feel 
alone or sad or disconnected, he is there with his promise to never leave us or 
forsake us.  Even in those moments when we reflect on how we have 
disappointed him and failed him in our weakness and sinfulness, he is there 
holding before our eyes the cross by which all those sins have been forgiven.   

What else does this miracle declare?  It declares that Jesus has power over death, 
and therefore takes away its power to frighten us.  Like Mary and Martha and 
Lazarus and everyone else who “lives and believes in him,” we are the recipients 



of that great “I AM” statement.  We who live and believe in Christ will move from 
one location to the next, but we will never die.  And when we move from this 
earthly tent to our heavenly mansion, not only will there be joy eternal, but there 
will be one grand reunion with all who have gone before us.  

Which means death for the believer is not the Grim Reaper.  It’s not the end of 
the line.  It’s not the conclusion of our existence.  It’s merely a segue from this 
world to the next.  

In the meantime, this miracle also encourages us to live our lives like we may 
suppose Lazarus must have for however many years he had on this earth after his 
resurrection.  We have no Biblical information on what Lazarus’ life was like after 
Jesus raised him from the dead, so we can’t speak with authority.  But for our 
consideration we can turn to an example from literature that is somewhat 
thought provoking.  

The English poet Robert Browning wrote a poem with this lengthy title:  "An 
Epistle Containing the Strange Medical Experience of Karshish, the Arab 
Physician."  Despite the title the poem is actually about Lazarus, the man Jesus 
raised from the dead.  

It is written in the form of a letter from an Arab physician named Karshish, who is 
reporting to another man about his travels and discoveries.  When Karshish visits 
Jerusalem he hears about Lazarus and is interested in learning more about 
him.  According to the poem, it had been 40 years since Jesus called him back 
from the grave.   

What is most interesting is the way Lazarus is described by this doctor.  He 
observes that Lazarus has this weird and other-worldly sort of calmness about 
him, and that he seemed to be unaffected by the changes going on around 
him.  For example, Jerusalem was under siege by the Romans at that time, but it 
didn’t really seem to bother Lazarus.  He was unmoved and unflappable in the 
face of some pretty stressful circumstances.  

Why?  The assumption is because Lazarus, at least for a brief time, had been in 
heaven.  Again, we don’t know what God did with Lazarus for the four days he 
was in the grave.  But the reader is led to believe that he was indeed in heaven.  



Based on that assumption, the conclusion to be drawn is that once a person has 
seen firsthand the power of God in their life as well as what awaits us, the daily 
struggles and uncertainties of life which may once have consumed our time and 
energy, just don’t anymore.  Because we know who we are and whose we are and 
where we’re going and who is in control in the meanwhile.  

Call it the Lazarus effect.  Whatever we want to call it, it is a point well 
taken.  Living our life on earth now knowing we have life in heaven waiting in the 
wings certainly helps us keep things in perspective. 

So we end as we began.  The miracles of Jesus.  Great displays of power and 
might.  But just as great are the declarations he makes in each one.  And today, by 
raising Lazarus from the dead, he has once again declared the depth of his love 
for his people, and the power to replace the sting of death with the promise of 
eternal life.  Amen.  

 


