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17 If you call on the Father who judges impartially, according to the work of each 
person, conduct yourselves during the time of your pilgrimage in reverence, 
18 because you know that you were redeemed from your empty way of life 
handed down to you from your forefathers, not with things that pass away, 
such as silver or gold, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, like a lamb 
without blemish or spot. 20 He was chosen before the foundation of the world 
but revealed in these last times for your sake. 21 Through him you are believers 
in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and 
hope are in God. 

At various points in our lives, I think all of us will find ourselves in situations where 
we feel like we don’t belong.  I had one when I was in college… my wife and I 
were in Boston on a choir tour, and had an afternoon and evening off. We left our 
hotel looking for an authentic Italian restaurant and went to a part of town within 
walking distance.  We found a very nice restaurant, the meal was wonderful, but 
while we ate it became dark. As we left, it became very apparent that the part of 
town, when night falls, became very different. Suddenly, the charming old town 
feel, with it’s quaint winding, cobblestoned streets took on a more sinister feel. It 
put a quickness in our step and thankful we made it back to the hotel without 
incident. It certainly was not a place where we belonged. 

Of course there are many situations when we might have the feeling of not 
belonging.  It might be in school when other kids make fun of us, and we start to 
wonder if we are ever going to fit in.  It might be on a sports team or another 
competition, when it feels like everyone else is just so much more talented than 
we are.  It might be at work, when we have the kind of day that nothing seems to 
goes right, and we start to wonder if a job change or even a career change is in 
order.  But in each of those cases, it’s easy to feel like you don’t belong there.  

Does it ever happen at church?  Do you ever feel like you don’t belong 
here?  Now, I’m not just talking about those human reasons, like it doesn’t seem 
like other people here look like you, or talk like you, or dress like you, even 
though those kinds of things might bring on the feeling.  I’m talking about being in 
the presence of God—coming into God’s house to worship, and at the same time 
having conflicting thoughts that maybe you don’t belong in a place like this.  Do 
you sometimes feel like a hypocrite?  Do you sometimes have serious doubts 
about what you believe?  Do you sometimes feel like you don’t even really know 



why you came to church in the first place, or that no one would even miss you if 
you never came back?  

Let’s all get one thing straight.  You belong here in church.  It might sound odd, 
but the main reason you belong here in God’s presence today is because you are 
not worthy to be in God’s presence.  We are reminded in our opening verse: 17 If 
you call on the Father who judges impartially, according to the work of each 
person…What is that saying?  God doesn’t care who your parents are.  God 
doesn’t care if your name is on a church membership list.  God doesn’t even care 
if you are sitting in a church pew right now.  What God judges when he looks at 
every person individually is your work, your character, what is in your heart that 
spills out in your words and in your actions.  When God does that, when he judges 
your life, what does he see?  Of course he knows what he has commanded and he 
knows how often you and I do or say the exact opposite.  He knows that on your 
own, you are a lost and condemned creature, and yet there is no place he would 
rather have you than right here, right now.  

I suppose that someone might say that last statement almost makes God sound 
like a hypocrite at worst, or at least a judge that isn’t very good at what he 
does.  But inspired by the Holy Spirit, Peter doesn’t call God a poor judge or a 
hypocrite.  He calls God a Father—a Father who loves his rebellious children so 
much that instead of the punishment we all deserve, he gave us His own 
Son.  Listen again.  17 If you call on the Father who judges impartially, according 
to the work of each person, conduct yourselves during the time of your 
pilgrimage in reverence, 18 because you know that you were redeemed from 
your empty way of life handed down to you from your forefathers, not with 
things that pass away, such as silver or gold, 19 but with the precious blood of 
Christ, like a lamb without blemish or spot.    

God says that as his child, you don’t belong here in this fallen world, in an empty 
way of life where fitting in with everyone else means fighting over temporary 
things and fighting for power and popularity and false security that really gets you 
nowhere in the end.  You don’t belong here in these dying bodies that seem 
strong enough until they get tired or diseased or worn out.  God says you are 
worth far more than that to Him, and so he sent Jesus on a mission to pay for 
your redemption, your restoration, your new and eternal life with his holy, 



precious blood—the only price that could wash us clean and make us fit for a 
place in the family of God.  

So, no, by ourselves, none of us belong in the presence of God.  But in Jesus 
Christ, this is precisely where we belong.  We never could have made things right 
with God, but in Jesus Christ, we have a gift more precious than silver or gold.  As 
we read on, we see just how long our Father has been longing for us, and how 
Jesus Christ is our flesh and blood connection to God.  20 He was chosen before 
the foundation of the world but revealed in these last times for your sake. 
21 Through him you are believers in God, who raised him from the dead and gave 
him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God. 

When the Bible talks about the resurrection of Jesus Christ, there are two 
different ways that the message of Easter is phrased.  These two modes of 
mentioning the resurrection are not meant to contradict one another, but they do 
seem to have a little different emphasis, depending on which one is used in the 
context of the verses.  Here’s what I mean.  Sometimes, the Bible says it like this: 
“Jesus rose from the dead.”  And the emphasis there (with Jesus doing the rising) 
is how Jesus is the Son of God, the Savior of the World, and we can believe 
everything he says and promises, because he fulfilled his greatest promise.  But 
did you notice that it is phrased differently here?  Here in 1 Peter, the apostle 
writes that God “raised him from the dead and gave him glory.”  Again, no 
contradiction, whether Jesus rose or God raised him.  

So why say it this way in these verses?  When Scripture says that God raised Jesus 
from the dead, the emphasis is usually on how Easter is the proof that God 
accepted the payment Jesus made when he suffered and died as our 
substitute.  In other words, Easter is the ultimate proof that because Jesus 
fulfilled his mission as our Passover Lamb, who takes away the sin of the world, 
we can be sure that our sins are forgiven—every single one—and the faith that 
we have been given is reliable and trustworthy and true, and now when God 
looks at us, instead of judging us according to our worldly works and our corrupt 
thoughts and our hurtful words, God will judge us according to the works of Jesus 
Christ, our substitute without blemish or spot, full of righteousness and 
perfection and a holiness that fills us with the sure hope of heaven.  In Jesus 



Christ, heaven is where we belong.  That’s why Peter urges us to conduct 
yourselves during the time of your pilgrimage in reverence. 

I think we can grasp the “time of pilgrimage” part—that we don’t want to fit in 
any longer in a sinful world.  But what about the reverence?  Other translations 
use the word fear here. Are we supposed to be afraid of God?  In Jesus Christ, the 
answer is no.  St. Paul writes in Romans 8, “there is now no condemnation for 
those who are in Christ Jesus.”  In other words, no one who believes in Jesus 
Christ needs to dread Judgment Day, because we are forgiven.  At the same time, 
as long as we are in this sinful world, with our sinful natures inside of us and 
temptation around every corner, we are to keep in mind that apart from Christ, 
only fear is left.  

So for us, this reverent fear is remembering that only by God’s grace and mercy, 
and only through the blood of Jesus are we acceptable in God’s presence.  It 
always humbles us to realize what a gift we have been given, in place of the 
punishment we deserve.  It always amazes us that even though we so often fit in 
with the sinful world, God guarantees us eternal life in heaven.  Such an awe for 
God’s goodness to us leaves us looking up to him with a wonder and respect and 
appreciation that far surpass anything this world can offer.  

So when you leave this place today, the beautiful thing is that you don’t leave 
God’s presence, because God is always present with his children.  Take this faith 
and reverent fear with you.  Take this hope with you, so that you always see 
yourself as a stranger in the world, because heaven is your home.  In Jesus’ 
name.  AMEN. 

 


