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9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, the people who 
are God’s own possession, so that you may proclaim the praises of him who 
called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 

Dear Friends in Christ,  

Some things we know with certainty.  For example, on this weekend we know for 
sure that God-fearing mothers – and by extension, all the devout Christian women 
who have played and continue to play such a vital role in our lives and the life of 
our church – are great blessings to us. 
Whether these women are still with us or now reside in heaven, today we, along 
with our nation, pause to reflect upon how much our lives have been enriched 
and shaped and formed by their love and devotion.  For that we are most 
grateful. 
This morning the Apostle Peter leads us to consider something else we as 
Christians are most grateful for. 

Let me introduce it this way.  A moment ago I mentioned that some things we 
know with certainty.  But other things we don’t. 
What I mean is this.  All of us from time to time wonder.  We wonder if we are 
making right decisions; if we should be doing this or that at this particular time in 
our lives; what choices we should be making about our future or the future of 
loved ones who depend on us; if we do this can we afford to do that, etc. 
Likewise all of us from time to time wonder about the greater path our lives are 
taking.  We wonder – and sometimes worry about – the direction the Lord is 
leading us when it comes to family situations or personal situations or health 
situations.  In that sense all of us live with questions that have an impact on our 
everyday lives. 
But what we don’t live with are the big questions that philosophers and deep 
thinkers love to ponder regarding our worth or our identity or our purpose; what 
we don’t have to wonder about are the big picture questions such as who we are 
or why we exist.  Because, as we will see shortly, God answers those questions for 
us.  And because he answers the big questions, we can be confident that he will 
provide answers for the ever unfolding little ones as well. 



What God gives us, and the Apostle Peter reminds us of today, we might call: 
THE BLESSING OF CLARITY 

1. We know who we are 
2. We know why we exist 

So who are we?  Peter defines our identity in four short descriptive phrases, all of 
which are loaded with meaning and comfort. 
#1 – We are a chosen people.  The key word here is “chosen.”  We, meaning 
Christians, are a chosen people.  And God is the One who has chosen us. 
With this phrase (as well as with the others he’ll be using) Peter calls to mind 
God’s Old Testament people, the Children of Israel.  You may recall they were 
often referred to as God’s “chosen people.”  But how is it they came by that 
title?  We need to turn back to the Old Testament for the answer. 

In the Book of Deuteronomy, Moses makes it clear that Israel’s selection as God’s 
chosen people in the time before Christ had absolutely nothing to do with them 
and everything to do with God.  God chose this people not because they were 
virtuous, but because he is gracious.  In his grace and through his grace alone he 
selected the people of Israel to be the nation through whom the Savior of the 
world would come. 
The point being made is that there is no connection between the word “chosen” 
and the idea of being deserving.  Being chosen by God to be his child (whether in 
the Old Testament as it applied to Israel or in the New Testament as it applies to 
us as Christians) is purely a matter of his grace, not our personal merit.  As Jesus 
once said to his disciples, “You did not choose me, but I chose you.” 
Think of what this means practically.  No matter how badly or uncertainly we may 
feel our life is going and no matter what he may ask us to endure, one thing 
always there for our great comfort is this fact:  God has chosen us to be his 
own.  Consequently, can we not be confident that he who initiated an action that 
has repercussions and ramifications for all eternity will love and take care of us 
until that time?  Yes, we can. 
Who are we?  We are a “chosen people.”  What an honor!  What a comfort! 



#2 – We are a “royal priesthood.”  Both words have significance.  Let’s first take 
up the matter of our priesthood.  The Old Testament again comes to mind.  Back 
then the function of a priest was to be a mediator between God and man; sort of 
a broker between God and his people.  The priest also offered sacrifices on behalf 
of the people.  There was a strong relationship between God and his people, but 
there was also some distance. 
All distance was removed, however, when God became one of us in the person of 
his Son, Jesus Christ.  He walked among his people, touched them, healed them, 
and died on the cross to take away their/our sins.  At the moment of his death the 
Gospels tell us the curtain of the Great Temple was torn in half, symbolizing that 
there was no longer any distance or brokering needed.  Through faith in Christ we 
have direct access to God! 

Now, and in that sense, we are all priests.  We go directly to him in prayer.  We 
give him praise directly through worship.  No man stands between us and God; 
neither does any man stand over us in our relationship to God. 
As priests, we also have the privilege of offering sacrifices.  What kind?  The 
Apostle Paul lays it out for in Romans 12.  “Therefore, I urge you brothers, by the 
mercies of God, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice – holy and pleasing to 
God – which is your appropriate worship.”  In other words, everything we are 
and everything we do is a thank-offering to God for all he has done for us. 
This wonderful truth, referred to as “the universal priesthood,” or the “priesthood 
of all believers,” is one of those hallmark teachings recovered by Martin Luther 
and the Reformers five centuries ago.  I can’t give you the exact reference or 
quote, but I recall reading that early on in the Reformation someone in the 
established church accused Luther of trying to destroy the notion of the 
priesthood.  He said that wasn’t true.  What he said he was trying to destroy was 
the notion of the laity.  We’re all priests before God. 
But there is more.  We are not just any priests; we are royal priests.  The idea of 
“royalty” conjures up fairy tale weddings and palaces and purple robes trimmed 
in white fur and any number of other interesting items that are completely un-
relatable to our lives.  The closest brush with the regal life that any of will ever 
have is eating a king size candy bar or sleeping on a queen size mattress. 



Yet God declares us to be royalty.  How is this? 
We are royalty because we are sons and daughters of the King of kings and Lord 
of lords.  Our connection to Christ makes us royalty.  We may not particularly feel 
like royalty.  We may not particularly be treated as royalty.  But that is what we 
are.  The full meaning and magnitude of our crowns may be in heaven, but our 
royalty began the day we came to faith in Jesus. 
Who are we?  We are “a royal priesthood.”  What an honor!  What a comfort! 

#3 – We are a holy nation.  The key word here is “holy.”  We need to understand 
it in a couple of different ways. 
Certainly on our own we are an unholy nation.  As sinners before a perfect God 
who demands the same perfection in us, we fail.  And we rightfully deserve the 
wages of sin:  eternal death.  Because of the work of Jesus Christ, however, we 
have been declared holy and righteous and forgiven.  His sacrifice on Calvary 
washed away our sins.  God now views us through faith in his Son, and we who 
are by nature sinners are now seen as saints.  That’s the first way in which we are 
a holy nation. 
The second way that we are holy is according to the simplest definition of the 
word, which means to be “set apart.”  As Christians, we are to be set apart from 
the world around us.  Not physically, but spiritually.  Not by our absence from the 
world, but by our actions in the world.  Scripture makes it clear that the call to be 
a Christian is the call to be distinct before a watching world.  Our lives are our 
testimony to the goodness of God and the joy we find in Jesus… so that perhaps 
through us others will come to know him. 
Jesus Christ speaks to the importance of our holiness in this way:  “Let your light 
shine in people’s presence, so that they may see your good works and glorify 
your Father who is in heaven” (Matthew 5:16).  And the Apostle Paul tells 
Christians that we are to be “living epistles” (letters) written, addressed and sent 
into the world. 
Who are we?  We are a “holy nation.”  What an honor!  What a privilege! 
Peter then sums it all up by saying we are “a people who are God’s own 
possession.”  That’s who we are.  And the reason we exist is this:  “So that you 



may proclaim the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his 
marvelous light.” 
Briefly and simply put, our overriding purpose in life is to glorify God.  To bring 
him honor.  To elevate his name.  To lift high the cross. 
Is it too strong a statement to say that today more than any other day it is 
important that we as Christians remember who we are and why we exist?  When 
we look at the world around us and the very country we live in it is no secret that 
the morals and values and civility connected to the Christian faith is losing ground, 
and that Christianity does not have the influence or respect in society that it once 
did.  We are listening to this broadcast today as like-minded believers, but as soon 
as we go our separate ways into the world around us it becomes evident that not 
everyone thinks like us. 

So a shift has taken place that we need to be aware of.  We as practicing and 
devout Christians may not collectively form the landmass that once was; now we 
may be more along the lines of strategically placed islands in a world adrift in 
godlessness and hopelessness and despair (because no matter how glowingly it 
may be presented, that is the only life that is left without God at the center and 
Christ at the core).  When people come to recognize this, they will instinctively 
swim to the shore… 
And we are, and we represent, that shore. 
Because we are the ones who know who we are.  All because God in his grace let 
us know who he is.  In Christ alone life has meaning and purpose and in Christ 
alone we – and all people – find our true identity. 
So who are we?  We are “a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, the 
people who are God’s own possession.” And why has God brought to this 
particular place and time?  “So that you may proclaim the praises of him who 
called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.” 
Therefore, the next time you feel like you’re swimming upstream or running 
against the wind or start wondering about the little questions in life, be at 
peace.  Because the big ones have been answered in Jesus Christ. 
Praise God that in his grace he has given us the blessing of clarity.  Amen. 



 


