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13 Do not be surprised, brothers, if the world hates you. 14 We know that we 
have crossed over from death to life, because we love our brothers. The one 
who does not love remains in death. 15 Everyone who hates his brother is a 
murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life remaining in him. 
16 This is how we have come to know love: Jesus laid down his life for us. And we 
also should lay down our lives for our brothers. 17 Whoever has worldly wealth 
and sees his brother in need but closes his heart against him—how can God’s 
love remain in him? 18 Dear children, let us love not only with word or with our 
tongue, but also in action and truth. 

Dear Friends and Fellow Redeemed in Christ, 

Can you remember the longest sermon you ever heard?  Was it a half-hour 
long?  45 minutes?  Did the sermon alone take a full hour?  Or did it just seem like 
it?... A few years ago a pastor in Florida named Zach Zehnder began preaching a 
sermon with some representatives from the Guinness Book of World Records on 
hand.  He actually combined a number of sermons into one marathon sermon 
lasting for—any guesses?—53 hours and 18 minutes.  It’s probably safe to assume 
that the pastor is the only one who didn’t fall asleep at some point. 

What about the shortest sermon you ever heard?  Ten minutes?  Five minutes?  A 
sermon can only get so short before we start calling it a “sermonette,” but at any 
rate, there is a church legend that says the longer St. John lived, the shorter his 
sermons got.  And when he could no longer even walk, the church members 
carried him up to the front of the room and stood him up, so that he could preach 
these words: “Dear children, let us love one another.”  And then he would sit 
down.  That was it.  Supposedly it happened quite often, always the same short 
sermon.  Now, again, this is a church legend, from sources outside the Bible, so I 
don’t know if it is true, but allegedly when people asked John why that was all he 
said, he responded this way: “Because it is the Lord’s command, and sufficient, if 
it only be fulfilled indeed.”  

Whether that story is true or not, St. John’s sermon is what we all need to 
hear.  And here is why: Do you realize that there are people in this church right 
now who don’t always feel like they are loved?  It’s true.  There are people 
listening today who go through lots of times in life feeling unloved.  If you don’t 
believe me, I can point them out to you.  I know who they are, because some of 



them have told me.  Others of them, you can just see it in their eyes.  Do you 
want to know where they are?  They are sitting right next to you.  They are sitting 
directly in front of you.  They are sitting directly behind you.  And they are sitting 
right where you sit at this very moment.  

Now, on the one hand, God’s Word for us today gives us one reason why we feel 
that way.  Look again at the opening verse. 13 Do not be surprised, brothers, if the 
world hates you. As much as we wish it were not so, the world is full of 
hate.  Even with all the talk of love and tolerance and appreciation for diversity, 
there is still a shortage of genuine love going around.  And the last thing we are 
supposed to do today is just talk about love.  That doesn’t really accomplish 
anything.  How do I know?  Because all those feelings we have of being unloved 
aren’t due to never having heard the words.  Through John’s epistle, God isn’t 
telling us that we need to talk about love more; that doesn’t change much of 
anything.  Look again at the last verse: 18 Dear children, let us love not only with 
word or with our tongue, but also in action and truth. 

So, yes, the hateful world is one reason people feel unloved.  But you know 
what?  You are the other reason that people feel unloved.  I am, too.  Maybe we 
say the words, and maybe we repeat them often.  But saying the words isn’t 
enough... Back to the beginning section. 13 Do not be surprised, brothers, if the 
world hates you. 14 We know that we have crossed over from death to life, 
because we love our brothers. The one who does not love remains in death. 
15 Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no 
murderer has eternal life remaining in him. If we honestly apply these last words 
to ourselves and especially to our actions, they can be awfully frightening.  Again, 
The one who does not love remains in death. 15 Everyone who hates his brother 
is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life remaining in 
him.  

Do your actions more often show love, or hatred?  Maybe that’s the wrong 
question, because we can convince ourselves we do a pretty good job.  How 
about this one: do your actions ever show hatred?  Or this one: even if you don’t 
act on it, do you ever feel just the slightest bit of hatred in your heart?  Maybe it’s 
not an active hatred, but more of an apathetic hatred—in other words, 
sometimes you just don’t care about other people, because you have more 



important things to do, more self-centered thoughts to worry about.  “I just don’t 
have time right now for anyone else…  I just don’t have the patience right now… 
How am I supposed to love her—or him—when this is the way I get 
treated?...”  Brothers and sisters, even a momentary refusal to actively love 
another human being is equal to hatred, and hatred is equal to murder.  One 
more time: 15 Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that 
no murderer has eternal life remaining in him.  God, forgive us! 

Imagine John’s fear as he was writing these words down, applying them to his 
own life, to his own heart.  If you are honest, you don’t have to imagine.  But 
thank God that we don’t have to imagine the peace of what comes immediately 
after… 16 This is how we have come to know love: Jesus laid down his life for us. 
Yes, the world hates us.  Yes, sadly, we murder each other again and again with 
our lack of love for one another.  But there is not a single person here who can 
truly say you are not loved.  You have been loved from eternity, because God 
loved you enough to send his own Son into a world full of murderous hate, and 
Jesus unselfishly answered the call.  He lived a life of perfect love, even though he 
was hated the whole time, and then he laid down that perfect life for us—for 
you.  No, he didn’t just say it.  He put God’s love into action, to take pity on us in 
our lost condition, to save murderers like us, and ultimately to give us eternal life 
that was not in us, but is now abundant and free in his blood.  

Eternal life—yes, eternal love!—is ours, because Jesus laid down his life for us.  
And what now?  And we also should lay down our lives for our brothers. What is 
God saying here?  Is he saying that we can somehow do what Jesus did?  That’s 
the whole point isn’t it?  No, we can’t save anyone from their sins.  But we don’t 
have to.  We don’t have to die for others, because just as Jesus died for our 
forgiveness, so he died to pay for everyone else’s forgiveness, too.  What God is 
primarily commanding through St. John here is that we love one another like 
Jesus loves us.  I suppose that could mean that we sacrifice our lives in terms of 
dying for one another, but that can only happen once.  God knows that the 
greater need, the constant need, is for us to live for one another.  God uses us not 
only to tell of his love in Jesus, but also to show his love in Jesus.  

Listen again: 17 Whoever has worldly wealth and sees his brother in need but 
closes his heart against him—how can God’s love remain in him?  Did you catch 



that?  God’s love!  When you show love to another human being, it is the love of 
God that overflows from your heart, not just yours.  So we can’t ever say that we 
don’t have any love to give, as long as God’s love is within us.  The good news is 
that God’s love is way bigger than yours.  God’s love is way better than yours.  If 
you ever doubt God’s love, look one more time at the cross, and then look again 
at the empty tomb, and you can be sure of just how immeasurably big God’s love 
is.  We don’t need any more proof than that, but just in case you do, look at your 
life and the material possessions God has given you, and see how much more you 
actually have than you actually need.  See if there is an opportunity to share, to 
sacrifice if necessary, so that someone close by can catch one more glimpse of 
God’s love through you, even if they don’t quite recognize him in the process.  

If you have your eyes open for opportunities to love God by loving another one of 
his prized creations, if you are actively looking for opportunities to put God’s love 
into action, I can guarantee you that you will never run out of chances. Sometimes 
it will be poor and needy strangers, but far more often it will be the people sitting 
next to you, and in front of you, and behind you.  Don’t spend all of your time 
wanting to be loved more, because you couldn’t be loved more than you already 
are.  Don’t miss these daily opportunities to show God’s active love to the people 
in your family.  Don’t miss the daily opportunities to show God’s active love to the 
people within this family of believers.  Don’t miss the daily opportunities to show 
God’s active love to complete strangers.  After all, you know what love is, because 
you are so loved by God the Father in Jesus Christ.  You have all you need.  You are 
filled with God’s love.  Now all that remains is to put that love into action.  

Maybe St. John was on to something. Dear children, let us love one 
another.  Amen. 

 


