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5 “But now I am going away to him who sent me, and not one of you asks me, 
‘Where are you going?’ 6 Yet because I have told you these things, sorrow has 
filled your heart. 7 Nevertheless, I am telling you the truth: It is good for you that 
I go away. For if I do not go away, the Counselor will not come to you. But if I go, 
I will send him to you. 8 When he comes, he will convict the world about sin, 
about righteousness, and about judgment: 9 about sin, because they do not 
believe in me; 10 about righteousness, because I am going to the Father and you 
will no longer see me; 11 about judgment, because the ruler of this world has 
been condemned. 

Dear Friends in Christ,  

Pentecost was originally a major Old Testament Jewish harvest festival that took 
place fifty days after Passover.  It was a pilgrim festival, meaning devout Jewish 
believers throughout the world would gather in Jerusalem (as we heard just 
moments ago in our reading from the Book of Acts).  Old Testament believers 
most often referred to it as the Feast of Harvest, or the Feast of Weeks. 

We, however, see Pentecost through New Testament eyes.  For Christians today 
Pentecost marks the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on Jesus’ disciples in a newer 
and richer measure than they had ever experienced before.  For that reason, 
Pentecost is often appropriately called “The Festival of the Holy Spirit.” 

Pentecost is also called “The Birthday of the New Testament Church.”  Again, a 
fitting description.  Empowered and emboldened by the Holy Spirit, on this day 
believers began to reach out to the world with the Gospel message.  And on that 
first Pentecost alone we are told that approximately 3000 people came to faith in 
Christ as Savior.  So in a sense, it was still a harvest festival – but the harvest was 
souls. 

A third name for Pentecost, but one that has largely fallen out of use, is the term 
“Whitsunday” (from old English for “White Sunday”) – so named because of an 
early church tradition of having newly baptized converts to Christianity wearing 
white baptismal robes on that day… 

Whatever we wish to call it, central to the day of Pentecost is celebrating and 
contemplating the work of the Holy Spirit.  And that is what we will be doing as 
we now turn to the words of Christ in today’s Gospel lesson.  Here Jesus reminds 
us of 



THE WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

Our lesson is part of an extensive conversation Jesus had with his disciples on 
Maundy Thursday evening, shortly before his arrest, trials and eventual crucifixion 
the next day.  John chapters 13-17 is in essence a farewell address filled with 
instruction, comfort and encouragement for his disciples.  In the verses before us, 
Jesus speaks about the Holy Spirit and the part he does and will play in their – and 
our – lives. 

More than his three counterparts (Matthew, Mark, and Luke), the Gospel writer 
John records for us some of the deeper and more spiritual teachings of 
Jesus.  Some of these teachings are hard to understand at first, but become 
clearer upon closer examination.  This lesson probably falls into that category, so 
let’s go through it verse by verse. 
5 “But now I am going away to him who sent me, and not one of you asks me, 
‘Where are you going?’ 6 Yet because I have told you these things, sorrow has 
filled your heart.”  Jesus was telling his disciples that his work on this earth was 
coming to completion.  After everything necessary for mankind’s salvation and 
forgiveness was accomplished through Jesus’ life, death and resurrection, he who 
came from heaven would return to heaven.  

This completed work of salvation should have filled the disciples with joy.  But it 
didn’t.  They were sad.  Why?  They were focused on their own loss, rather than 
mankind’s gain.  They weren’t seeing the big picture, so they weren’t asking the 
right questions. 

Lovingly, Jesus confronts their downheartedness and explains the necessity of his 
departure: 7 “Nevertheless, I am telling you the truth: It is good for you that I go 
away. For if I do not go away, the Counselor will not come to you. But if I go, I 
will send him to you.” Again, we must think of Jesus’ “going away” in the sense 
of his completing everything necessary for salvation.  So what he’s saying is that it 
is for their “good” – and our good, and everybody’s good – that he carry out his 
work. 

After that, the Counselor – this is the term Jesus uses for the Holy Spirit – will step 
in and carry out his work.  And his work will be to embolden and equip the 
disciples for their life’s work:  to spread the Gospel message of Jesus 



Christ.  That’s where Pentecost comes in.  The Holy Spirit did exactly that, as we 
heard in our lesson from the Book of Acts.  

But let’s spend just a moment looking at the name Jesus assigns to the Holy Spirit, 
“the Counselor,” because it has significance not just for the disciples back then, 
but for us today as Jesus’ modern day disciples. 

The word used in the original Greek is “parakletos,” from which we get the 
English word “paraclete.”  We never use this word today, although some of you 
may remember it from a few Pentecost hymns in the hymnal.  

Apologies if it seems we’re dipping into English 101 here, but a little grammar 
review may be very helpful at this point.  The noun “paraclete” is a compound 
word.  The first part is a preposition which denotes nearness and being alongside; 
the second half is a verb which means to urge, encourage, speak words of 
encouragement, console, comfort, cheer up.  Very literally, “paraclete” means 
“one who is called to one’s side in order to help.” 

As applied to each of us personally, we could say the Holy Spirit is the One who is 
present alongside us and gives us good counsel. 

And isn’t that true?  Working through the promises that are ours in Word and 
Sacrament, the Holy Spirit counsels us.  When we are down, he comforts us with 
words of encouragement, telling us not to fear because he is there and he loves 
us with an everlasting love.  

When we are saddened, he doesn’t ask us to pretend the pain and heartache we 
feel doesn’t exist.  It does.  But he consoles us with the promise that although our 
troubles are very real, yet from the perspective of eternity they are but light and 
momentary.  

When we are frightened by the challenges that are ahead of us, he urges us and 
encourages us to fight the good fight of faith and go forward in the strength that 
he provides.  Above all else, he reminds us that through Christ we are forgiven – 
which means the really big stuff has already been taken care of, so we can be 
confident that he’ll help us with the little stuff as well. 

You get the picture.  He is our Divine “Counselor.” He speaks to us, encourages 
us, comforts us and urges us on through and by means of God’s Word. 



Returning to our lesson, Jesus now speaks to the effect the Holy Spirit will have on 
the world as he works through the preaching and witnessing of Christ’s disciples 
(then and now):  8 “When he comes, he will convict the world about sin, about 
righteousness, and about judgment: 9 about sin, because they do not believe in 
me; 10 about righteousness, because I am going to the Father and you will no 
longer see me; 11 about judgment, because the ruler of this world has been 
condemned.” 

In a personal, positive sense “convict” means to make someone aware of their 
wrongdoing in order to, hopefully, set them on a better path.  Jesus says the role 
of the Holy Spirit is to convict and expose the people of this world of their guilt 
and sin and broken relationship with God, in order that all may turn from it to the 
solution God has provided for it, namely, the work of Jesus Christ. 

The Holy Spirit goes about this role of convicting by working through the Word of 
Truth (the Bible) and also working through the witness of those whom he has 
brought to an understanding of the truth (believers). Jesus goes on to elaborate 
three specific areas where the world stands convicted, or exposed, through the 
Word of God and the testimony of believers.  The first is “about sin, because they 
do not believe in me.”   

Jesus has come for all people.  There is no one for whom he did not die.  His 
purpose for coming to our planet was to provide the world with forgiveness of 
sins and a restored relationship with God that translates into eternal life with him 
now and ultimately in heaven.  God’s Word makes this evidently clear.  “Jesus 
loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so.” 

But not everyone believes that.  And those who reject Jesus Christ as Lord and 
Savior forfeit the forgiveness he has won.  They remain in their sin.  And sin 
condemns. 

Secondly, the world stands convicted concerning “righteousness, because I am 
going to the Father and you will no longer see me.” 

Again, let’s equate “going to the Father” with the completed work of Jesus.  The 
completed work of Jesus Christ provides believers with the white robe of 
righteousness we wear at this very moment.  The Holy Spirit has brought us to the 



understanding that, in the words of the beloved hymn, “Jesus, your blood and 
righteousness, my beauty are, my glorious dress.” 

But not everyone sees it that way.  Many believe they can gain salvation or peace 
or a right relationship with God through their own acts of righteousness.  The 
witness of God’s Word and people is that salvation is found in no one and nothing 
else than Christ alone.  That is true whether people believe it or not. 

Finally, the world stands convicted in regard to“judgment, because the ruler of 
this world has been condemned.”  The ruler of this world is a reference to that 
fallen angel, Satan.  He has been defeated by Christ and condemned to hell.  Yet, 
God still gives him limited reign as “the ruler of this world.”  And misery loves 
company.  Consequently, it is Satan’s goal to take as many with him as 
possible.  The witness of God’s Word and people is that those who line up with 
him will suffer his same fate. 

What’s the lesson in all this for us?  And what is the tie in with the Holy Spirit?  It 
is this.  The Apostle Paul writing to the Corinthians states:  “No one can say Jesus 
is Lord, except by the Holy Spirit.”  In other words, The Holy Spirit has brought us 
to faith in the completed work of Jesus Christ.  For that we are and must always 
be ever grateful. 

While he works through the means of grace to bring people to faith, in another 
sense the Holy Spirit also works through us – our witnessing and our actions and 
our attitudes – as modern day disciples, just as he did through the disciples Jesus 
spoke with in our lesson for today.  It is our privilege to represent Jesus Christ as 
Lord and Savior, and the Bible as truth. 

But this may not always be received well.  Because in the process of being faithful 
witnesses and exposing some of the ways and patterns and actions of the world 
as being sinful and Godless and Christ-less, we may find ourselves becoming 
targets, or the objects of ridicule, or labeled as “haters,” etc.  In the verses just 
before our lesson for today, Jesus told his disciples exactly that.  So representing 
the Truth may and will have negative repercussions. 

However, let us remember that the opposite may also be true.  By our actions and 
attitudes and witness we may also be the instruments the Holy Spirit uses to bring 
someone to a conviction of their sinful state, and their need for Jesus Christ. 



Regardless of how the Lord chooses to use us, of this we can be sure, and this fills 
our hearts with great joy and great security:  We are never alone.  In the words of 
Jesus, we have a Counselor who is always walking alongside us and is as close to 
us as our Bibles with his words of encouragement, comfort and strength. 

Therefore on this day dedicated to his work and his importance in the lives of his 
people, let us ever praise God for the wonderful work of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 


