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11 Finally, brothers, rejoice. Set things in order. Be encouraged. Agree with one 
another. Be at peace. And the God of love and peace will be with you. 
12 Greet one another with a holy kiss. 13 All the saints greet you. 
14 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

Dear Friends and Fellow Redeemed in Christ, 

If the verses of today’s second lesson were the only thing we knew about the 
Christians living in the ancient city of Corinth, we’d have a far from accurate 
picture of the church that existed there.  If we were to take the time this morning 
to read both letters Paul wrote, all 29 chapters of them, you’d see what I 
mean.  Some of the leaders in Corinth had written Paul, asking for his help with a 
wide variety of problems, and going down the list seems shocking.  Perhaps at the 
back of their mind was this question: how can Christian people behave this way?  
Here are just a few of the issues Paul condemns in his letters: the congregation 
had split into cliques with some groups looking down their noses at the 
others.  They played favorites among their pastors.  They struggled with God’s 
roles of men and women, they fought over how to appropriately conduct their 
worship services.  There were issues with money and financial matters – with 
some even going so far as to take their fellow Christians to court over it!  They 
tolerated and even celebrated the sinful lifestyles of some among them.  They 
refused to respect Paul as a spiritual leader, and the list goes on from 
there.  When you read through it, you almost find yourself thanking God that 
you’re not a part of that congregation, being forced to interact with people who 
behave like that.  We find ourselves asking: how could Christians behave in such a 
way?  
But truth be told, we’re not far from that, are we.  The sinfulness that we see in 
Corinth has not disappeared with the passage of years.  Paul could well have 
written the same things about our church.  Our families.  Our friends.  Our own 
hearts.  To be honest, when we read through Paul’s letters to the Corinthian 
Christians, we see ourselves – perfectly described, right down to the last tragic 
detail, standing in sinful defiance of our God in every way, whether it’s as 
blatantly obvious as words spoken with intent to hurt or as silently toxic as the 



attitudes of arrogant disrespect for our fellow Christians.  How could Christians 
behave in such a way?  
And so within that context, perhaps the biggest surprise in all of Paul’s writings to 
the Corinthians stands before us today in the four verses that close his second 
letter.  Paul begins with these words: 11 Finally, brothers, rejoice. Set things in 
order. Be encouraged. Agree with one another. Be at peace.  And given the 
context of what was said in the 29 previous chapters, you have to ask – is it really 
that simple?  Surely the Corinthian Christians had already tried to do just that.  Do 
you think the Corinthian Christians enjoyed their cliques and divisions?  Do you 
think they wanted to struggle with God’s will?  Of course not, but their attempts 
to change their ways had failed.  That’s why some of their leaders had finally 
written Paul for help!  

The same can probably be said of our experience.  Do you like being at odds with 
other people?  Do you enjoy having turmoil in your family?  Are you proud of the 
hurtful words spoken, or the toxic attitudes simmering under the surface?  I’m 
not, and I’m sure you aren’t either, and yet despite our best efforts we find 
ourselves caught up in such sinfulness.  And our attempts to pursue change don’t 
seem to get very far.  We try to be disciplined and determined, and maybe we 
make progress for a while, but like a New Year’s resolution, eventually our 
determination wavers and we find ourselves caught up in the same problems 
again as we break our commitments to ourselves, to others, to our God.  You’d 
think that with years of exposure to Christianity eventually over time we’d start to 
get better at “being a Christian,” but a closer look at our lives displays the tragic 
truth that rather than improving, we are just becoming better at finding new 
creative ways to commit the same old sins.  If only it were easy to just decide to 
“be of one mind,” as Paul says, and get along with each other all the time.  If only 
it were attainable to “aim for perfection,” if only it were possible to “live in 
peace.”  But despite our best efforts, our life’s work shows nothing of the sort – 
standing instead as tragic monuments to the eternal destruction we deserve.  
The apostle Paul knew the same things were true of his own life.  In fact, in his 
letter to the Romans, he spent an entire chapter talking about the sin he 
struggled with even as a child of God.  So what is Paul going for here?  Is this just a 
guilt trip reminder for God’s people to work harder?  Is it just yet another 



reminder of how short we have fallen?  Today’s second lesson reveals the key as 
Paul concludes his letters to the Christians in Corinth with the powerful reminder 
that we aren’t fighting sin alone.   

THE TRIUNE GOD CHANGES US,  

and that makes all the difference.  He  

1. Changes our relationship with God, and that leads to  
2. changes in our lives.  

It all starts by reading the second half of the verse I read before: 11 Finally, 
brothers, rejoice. Set things in order. Be encouraged. Agree with one another. 
Be at peace. And the God of love and peace will be with you.  And that makes all 
the difference.  Even though each one of us is chained to our sinful nature that 
wants to oppose God at every turn, hoping to lead us away from our God, and left 
to our own devices that’s exactly what would happen in short order, but we 
aren’t doing this alone.  The God of love and peace will be with you.  
The leaders of the church in Corinth might have been ready to throw up their 
hands in frustration over all the times the efforts of the Corinthian Christians had 
fallen short, and we might grow frustrated with ourselves when our discipline and 
determination doesn’t do the trick, but there’s one place where we can turn for a 
different outcome.  Jesus was different, and he’s with us.  His dedication and 
determination didn’t fail as he lived his life in perfect accord with his Father’s 
will.  His love and compassion didn’t run out when faced with his own horrible 
death on the cross.  He loved us enough to die for us, knowing all the while that 
we would never be able to return the favor, and in the process, he changed our 
relationship with God forever by paying for the sin that separated us from 
God.  Instead of turning his back on us as we would deserve, Paul reminds us: The 
God of love and peace will be with you.  And that’s significant.  The Triune God 
changes us, and that starts when he changes our relationship with him.  The wall 
of sin has been torn down, and rather than our enemy, we now see God as our 
ally.  
That’s what gave Paul the confidence he expresses in his encouragement to the 
Corinthians, and it’s the same thing that can give us confidence for our lives as 
God’s children.  God paints a realistic picture of perfect understanding of the lives 



of his children when he describes it in the bible.  We don’t have to try and hide 
things from him, because we can’t anyway.  He has no hesitation in pointing out 
sinfulness – reminding us as he reminded the Corinthians that such wickedness is 
not only inappropriate for a child of God, but also serves to destroy our 
relationship with him and threatens to lead us into eternal destruction.  But 
alongside those unsparing reminders, God never withholds his grace and mercy – 
inviting us to return to him, day after day, week after week, to hear about his 
forgiveness and then to go back to our lives with the almighty God at our side.  
Many of the difficulties among the Corinthians had to do with people struggling to 
get along with one another, struggling to forgive one another, and the same thing 
can probably be said of many issues in our church, school, and families today.  But 
even on those days when we don’t deserve to be loved, our Savior Jesus promises 
us his undeserved love, and he invites us to model the same in our relationships 
with others.  When our own strength to do that isn’t enough, and we find 
ourselves overcome by temptation, when forgiveness seems impossible, our 
heavenly father invites us to turn to him, and remember who he is – the one who 
created the world with power and wisdom beyond our comprehension.  And then 
he promises us that as our Father, out of his great love for us, he will use that 
power and wisdom for our benefit.  After all, he’s the one who sent his Son to die 
for us!  When we feel alone and abandoned, as if we are fighting alone in the 
battle with our sinful side and the struggles of life in a sinful world, God reminds 
us that he sends his Holy Spirit as we heard about last Sunday – the Holy Spirit 
who promises to walk by our side to strengthen and encourage us along the 
way.  Paul wrote: 14 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and 
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
Because of that relationship, encouragements like Paul’s are no longer impossible 
demands that we fall short of – they are changes that the almighty God brings 
about by working through us.  Paul’s encouragements take on an entirely new 
light.  We will aim for perfection, because we know that in God’s eyes, our sins 
have been forgiven and we have been made perfect before him.  God promises 
that because of that, our feeble efforts to serve him are precious and beautiful in 
his sight, like the scribbled masterpiece of a little child as a gift for his 
parents.  Even with the constant noise of distraction and temptation in our world, 
we will listen to God’s appeal, using the truth of his word to decipher God’s voice 



from the shouts and screams of our daily dying sinful nature.  Despite our 
differences of opinion, and varied personalities, we will be of one mind by 
remembering and celebrating the common faith we share, and so we will live in 
peace, peace with our God, and peace with God’s people.  The Triune God 
changes us.  He changes our relationship with Him, and that leads to change in 
our lives.  
So often the trinity is viewed as an incomprehensible mystery, and rightly so – it’s 
beyond our understanding.  But far from being disconcerting, this mystery is of 
great comfort.  The God who is so big and so powerful that we can’t even wrap 
our minds around who he is, to say nothing of what he can and will do for us – 
this is the God of love and peace who is with us.  This is the God who pours out 
his underserved love, his grace, on his children.  This is the God who loves us 
beyond what we can imagine, promising to use his almighty power for our 
benefit.  This is the God who supports us from every angle, walking along side us, 
encouraging us to be who he calls us to be as we trust God to do what he has 
promised to do.  And so, as we go out today and apply the encouragements of the 
apostle Paul to our lives, let’s go hearing the blessing of our Triune God, and 
recognizing and appreciating how the Triune God changes you.  14 The grace of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all.  Amen. 
 


