
4th Sunday after Pentecost 
Romans 5:6-11 
Sermon #1040 
June 28, 2020 

Erich Jonathan Hoeft 

  



6 For at the appointed time, while we were still helpless, Christ died for the 
ungodly. 7 It is rare indeed that someone will die for a righteous person. Perhaps 
someone might actually go so far as to die for a person who has been good to 
him. 8 But God shows his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us. 
9 Therefore, since we have now been justified by his blood, it is even more 
certain that we will be saved from God’s wrath through him. 10 For if, while we 
were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, it is even 
more certain that, since we have been reconciled, we will be saved by his life. 
11 And not only is this so, but we also go on rejoicing confidently in God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received this reconciliation. 

Dear Friends in Christ,  

Maybe you’ve had the experience of pulling up to the gas pump and while you’re 
waiting for the tank to fill you watch whatever is being shown on the little video 
screen.  Sometimes you are treated to little snippets of news or sports or 
weather, but lately I’ve noticed a more educational feature called “the word for 
the day.”  Since it cycles every so many seconds, if your car is on empty you may 
have the opportunity to consider the word for the day two or three times before 
you’re done.  In theory, you’ve left the pump smarter than when you came. 

As we continue in our summer sermon series on the Book of Romans we’ve 
already covered some very important and spiritually significant “words for the 
day.”  In weeks past we’ve talked about words like “justification” and 
“atonement” and “righteousness.”  In weeks ahead we’ll center our thoughts on 
other important words and phrases. 

That brings us to today.  There are any number of important words and phrases in 
the lesson before us this morning, but there is one word in particular we want to 
consider.  So if we can borrow some gas pump lingo, the word for today is: 

RECONCILIATION 

There is a lot of blessed groundwork to be done before we get to the word itself, 
so let’s turn our attention to systematically working through this beautiful and 
powerful section of Romans. 



6 For at the appointed time, while we were still helpless, Christ died for the 
ungodly. 7 It is rare indeed that someone will die for a righteous person. Perhaps 
someone might actually go so far as to die for a person who has been good to 
him. 8 But God shows his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us. 

These verses are so rich, but there are two related issues in particular they 
convey.  First and foremost they speak of the depth of God’s love for us.  This love 
is difficult to understand when we consider the second issue, that the world 
(that’s us) upon which he showers his love is so unworthy of it.  

Let’s talk about this first.  Paul is addressing Christians here, but in order to fully 
appreciate God’s love, he wants us to see ourselves for whom and what we are by 
nature, before God got a hold of us. 

G. K. Chesterton was an early 21st Century English author and philosopher.  You 
might recognize him as the writer of the Father Brown mysteries.  He was also a 
devout Christian.  The story is told that a prominent newspaper once sent a 
questionnaire to him and a number of other noted writers asking their opinion of 
the single question:  “What is wrong with the world today?”  This was his 
reply:  “Dear Sir.  I am.  Yours, G.K. Chesterton.” 

He must have been familiar not only with human nature, but the Book of 
Romans.  In these verses Paul describes us as being powerless, ungodly, and 
sinners.  A little later on refers to us as being enemies of God.  Not particularly 
complimentary, but accurate.  

We are powerless in the sense that, without God’s direct intervention in our lives, 
we have no spiritual strength and are utterly incapable of saving ourselves by our 
own merits before a just and holy God.  There is zero chance of us having the 
power to perform our way into heaven. 

We are ungodly in the sense that, without God’s direct intervention in our lives, 
we do not live and behave as God would have us.  And we are sinners in the 
original word picture of the term, which is a marksman who misses hitting the 
target of perfection God asks us to hit. 



Finally, we are not born spiritually neutral, but are in fact (again, without his 
intervention) enemies of God.  Elsewhere in Romans Paul declares that “the sinful 
mind is hostile to God.” 

And yet, at the appointed time – i.e., according to God’s divine timetable at the 
moment in history he himself chose (in Galatians Paul refers to it as “the fullness 
of time”) – Christ died for the ungodly.  The little word translated “for” is 
extremely noteworthy.  It conveys the meaning of “instead of” or “in place 
of.”  However you want to translate it, behind this little word is the idea of 
substitution.  On the cross, Christ died in our place, as our substitute, as our sin 
bearer. 

Imagine for a moment you are hearing this for the first time.  Just how hard is that 
to process?  Just how deep is God’s love?  7 It is rare indeed that someone will die 
for a righteous person (i.e., someone who may be morally upright, but not 
especially lovable). Perhaps someone might actually go so far as to die for a 
person who has been good to him.  The point:  Human beings can at times be 
very generous in what they are willing to do for individuals whom they respect 
and hold in high regard.  However… 
8 But God shows his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ 
died for us.  In other words, there is nothing in us that makes us worthy recipients 
of God’s love.  He bestows it upon us because of who he is, not because of who 
we are.  And in the words of the Apostle John in his first epistle, “God is love.”  

Some of you have heard before that when it comes to the word we translate 
“love,” the Greek language is far more precise than the English language.  There 
are actually four words in Greek, each with its own shade of meaning.  The one 
Paul uses here is agape.  This is the highest and noblest form of love, a love which 
gives without expectation of anything in return, a love that is so wide and deep 
and incomparable that we can correctly say it is uniquely God’s own. 

And this love is not just something to talk about in theory; it is a love that he 
demonstrated 2000 years ago when his son Jesus Christ broke into our time and 
space and died on the cross.  For us. 

Sound good?  Hold on.  We’re just getting started.  This is all leading up to our 
word for the day. 



9 Therefore, since we have now been justified by his blood, it is even more 
certain that we will be saved from God’s wrath through him.  Meaning:  We are 
God’s children through faith in Christ’s work now.  And this will become evident in 
the future on the Day of Judgment when God’s wrath against wickedness and 
those who rejected him will be made known. 
10 For if, while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his 
Son, it is even more certain that, since we have been reconciled, we will be 
saved by his life.  Meaning:  On Good Friday, Jesus said “it is finished” and 
died.  On Easter Sunday, God raised Jesus from the dead and said “it is 
accepted.”  We don’t worship a dead martyr.  We worship a living Lord who is 
intimately involved in our lives now, 24-7. 
11 And not only is this so, but we also go on rejoicing confidently in God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received this reconciliation. 
Meaning:  The blessings of faith don’t just pay dividends when we die.  Twice Paul 
just told us we have been reconciled.  In this verse, he tells us that through Jesus 
we have received reconciliation.    

Another way of putting it is that right now, we live in a state of 
reconciliation.  What is reconciliation?  It means there now exists peace between 
God and us.  The relationship that was broken by sin has been restored by the life, 
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, and now we live in harmony.  

Let’s explore this a little further.  The world of business and office management 
and even secular counseling talks about and even offers seminars on “conflict 
resolution.”  By that they mean devising a strategy to solve a problem that exists 
between two parties – even if the two parties themselves still remain in the same 
contentious relationship.  

Reconciliation goes far beyond that.  Reconciliation means that two parties that at 
one time had been at odds, are now at peace.  So to repeat, reconciliation is the 
restoration of a relationship. 

In a sense we could say God resolved the problem of our sin by sending Jesus to 
die on the cross.  That is true.  Through the strategy of Jesus’ death the problem 
was resolved.  But God had something much deeper in mind; something 



personal.  Through the cross of Christ we are reconciled with our Heavenly 
Father.  We are at peace with God, and God is at peace with us. 

Isaiah the prophet wrote:  “You (God) will keep in perfect peace him whose mind 
is steadfast, because he trusts in you.”  What does reconciliation look like? 

It is the peace of sins forgiven.  It is the peace of knowing God is in control.  It is 
the inner tranquility and serenity so many in the world are looking for but can 
only be found in knowing Jesus Christ.  This peace, as one Christian author put it, 
is “the smile of God reflected in the heart of the believer.” 

And just as great as what this peace is, is what this peace does.  It guards our 
hearts and minds through the faith we have in Jesus Christ.  We are secure in it 
despite the despair and dire predictions of the world around us.  We are secure in 
the midst of trouble or hardship. 

It is a peace that is not predicated on a pie-in-the sky mentality or a voluntary 
suspension of reality, but it is a peace that was proven and demonstrated by what 
Jesus did for us on the cross.  It is a peace that is solidly grounded in the 
unfathomable but empirically proven love of God some 2000 years ago. 

That’s where we live: in the land of reconciliation. 

Let me conclude with a story you may have heard before.  An American 
Protestant preacher of the 19th century is said to have ended one of his sermons 
by methodically using every word and calling to mind every phrase he could think 
of that states the certainty of our salvation.  He thundered we are redeemed, 
restored, forgiven, justified, saved, snatched from the fire, etc. 

Sitting by himself in the balcony but listening to his every word was a young 
boy.  With each word and each pronouncement he leaned a little closer.  Finally 
the preacher said amen, the service ended and he went to shake hands with the 
congregation. 

When it came time for the boy to come through the line, the young man had a 
comment for his pastor.  “Hey preacher,” he said, “I heard what you said.  We 
sure are sitting pretty, ain’t we?”  



In a perhaps less-than-articulate but certainly understandable way, that boy was 
describing our state of reconciliation; which is the word of the day, and means we 
are indeed sitting pretty – now and forever.  Amen. 

 


