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12 So then, just as sin entered the world through one man and death through sin, 
so also death spread to all people because all sinned. 13 For even before the law 
was given, sin was in the world. Now, sin is not charged to one’s account if there 
is no law, 14 and yet death reigned from the time of Adam to the time of Moses, 
even over those whose sin was not like the transgression of Adam, who is a 
pattern of the one who was to come. 
15 But the gracious gift is not like Adam’s trespass. For if the many died by the 
trespass of this one man, it is even more certain that God’s grace, and the gift 
given by the grace of the one man Jesus Christ, overflowed to the many! 
18 So then, just as one trespass led to a verdict of condemnation for all people, 
so also one righteous verdict led to life-giving justification for all people. 19 For 
just as through the disobedience of one man the many became sinners, so also 
through the obedience of one man the many will become righteous. 

Dear Friends and fellow Redeemed in Christ, 

Eat your vegetables, or you can’t have any dessert.  Get your homework done, or 
you can’t watch any TV.  Clean up your room, or you can’t go outside and 
play.  Now that I am a parent, I find myself saying the same things that I once 
heard from my parents.  Part of it is because, quite honestly, adding a threat to a 
command gets the message across a little bit more quickly; it adds some 
motivation for the girls to take seriously what I am asking or telling them to 
do.  But of course it isn’t just about eating vegetables or getting one night’s 
homework done, or keeping their rooms somewhat clean...It’s a whole lot bigger 
than that. 

The real lesson that all of us have to learn one way or another is that  

ACTIONS HAVE CONSEQUENCES.   

The choices that we make determine the outcome of the situations in which we 
find ourselves.  And my daughters are going to have to realize one day that if they 
don’t learn how to get their homework done, they won’t make it through 
college.  Or if they don’t show up for work on time or decide not to show up at all, 
they won’t get paid; they might lose their jobs.  As the choices get bigger in life, so 
do the consequences.  



Today, our section of St. Paul’s letter to the Romans reminds us that when it 
comes to our relationship with God, actions have consequences, and the first 
thing we notice is that in one sense, it’s already too late for us.  The choices have 
already been made long ago, and we are left with the consequences.  Let’s look 
again at the opening verses.  12 So then, just as sin entered the world through 
one man and death through sin, so also death spread to all people because all 
sinned. 13 For even before the law was given, sin was in the world. Now, sin is 
not charged to one’s account if there is no law, 14 and yet death reigned from 
the time of Adam to the time of Moses, even over those whose sin was not like 
the transgression of Adam, who is a pattern of the one who was to come.  

This is one of those sections that reminds us of the importance of Genesis, the 
first book in the Bible.  Many people have tried to reduce the account of Adam 
and Eve to a myth or a legend, because they don’t see how the Bible’s account of 
a six-day creation can mesh with popular scientific theories about the origins of 
life.  But Paul understood what God revealed to him by inspiration—namely, that 
the Genesis account is 100 percent true; it is historical fact, and it explains why 
the world today is the way it is… 

Long before Moses was given the Ten Commandments, God gave Adam and Eve 
one very important command.  Many of us remember it well.  The LORD God gave 
a command to the man. He said, “You may freely eat from every tree in the 
garden, but you shall not eat from the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil, 
for on the day that you eat from it, you will certainly die” (Genesis 2:16-17). 

  What happened?  Adam and Eve made a choice.  Tempted by the devil, they ate 
the forbidden fruit, and their action had tremendous consequences.  As Paul 
writes here, , just as sin entered the world through one man and death through 
sin, so also death spread to all people because all sinned.   God had created a 
perfect world, a world without sin and without death, and he made man and 
woman in his own holy image.  But one sin changed everything.  When sin 
entered the world, along came suffering, and pain, and hardship, and ultimately 
death for every living thing—including fallen mankind.  

And when Adam and Eve had children, they weren’t born in God’s holy 
image.  No, they inherited the sinfulness of their parents.  And so it was with their 
grandchildren, and their great grandchildren, and all the way down to us and our 



children after us.  It might be a depressing way to look at life, but now every day 
that we live is one day closer to our death.  No matter how advanced our medical 
technology becomes, if this world keeps on going, every single one of us here is 
going to die, and it can all be traced back to that one action of Adam and Eve, that 
single sin that brought death into the world.  

But we can’t blame it all on them.  Again, death spread to all people because all 
sinned.  God will not punish us for Adam’s sin.  He doesn’t need to, because we 
have plenty of our own.  Sometimes we might call them accidents; other times 
they are flat out rebellion against what we know God wants.  Some of our sins we 
might call little ones, and some are more serious to us, but it makes no difference 
to God.  I don’t know if it gets any clearer, any more to the point than it will in 
chapter 6, where Paul will write, “the wages of sin is death.”  Just like Adam and 
Eve’s sin, our sin leaves us deserving of death, without any hope of undoing the 
consequences of our own sin.  Like we sang in our opening hymn, All mankind fell 
in Adam’s fall.  

And yet, did you hear what Adam is called at the end of that first section?  He is 
referred to as a pattern of the one who was to come…  Just like Adam’s sinful 
action led to serious and widespread consequences, so another man would come, 
one whose action would be the perfect opposite of Adam’s choice to sin.  Let’s 
read on.  15 But the gracious gift is not like Adam’s trespass. For if the many died 
by the trespass of this one man, it is even more certain that God’s grace, and the 
gift given by the grace of the one man Jesus Christ, overflowed to the many! 
18 So then, just as one trespass led to a verdict of condemnation for all people, 
so also one righteous verdict led to life-giving justification for all people. 19 For 
just as through the disobedience of one man the many became sinners, so also 
through the obedience of one man the many will become righteous. 

There are a number of comparisons or contrasts in these verses.  The first one is a 
comparison between a gift and a trespass.  The Bible has a number of words for 
sin.  The picture behind the word “sin” is that of one missing the mark, like 
missing a target you are aiming for.  Another one, “iniquity,” has to do with failing 
to measure up to God’s holy standard.  Now we have this word, “trespass,” and 
the picture here is of one crossing a line that has been drawn.  It’s a fitting picture 
of Adam’s sin, where God said, “You can eat from any of those trees, but don’t 



eat from this one.  Don’t cross this line.”  And Adam boldly and knowingly stepped 
across the line God drew.  “Trespass” is also a fitting picture of our sin, too.  God 
wants us to enjoy his blessings, but there are plenty of lines we are not to 
cross.  Enjoy food, but don’t eat too much.  Enjoy beverages, but don’t drink too 
much.  Enjoy your blessings, but don’t be jealous of the blessings of others.  And 
so on…  Actions have consequences.  Our trespasses have consequences, and 
leave us deserving of condemnation, just like Adam.  

But then God speaks of a gift.  How is a gift different?  A gift is something that 
isn’t paid for.  A gift isn’t earned, and it isn’t deserved.  Of course God gives us 
many gifts in life, but there is none that even comes close to the gift of his own 
Son.  You see, Jesus did earn a place in heaven.  Instead of falling in temptation, 
Jesus resisted temptation and fought off the devil.  Instead of crossing the 
righteous lines God has drawn for his children, Jesus stayed within the bounds of 
obedience to his Father, and maintained his perfect innocence throughout his 
life.  But the gift gets even better.  Jesus is the only man who has ever lived who 
deserved life, but in a gift of his astounding love for you and me, and a world full 
of sinners, Jesus exchanged his perfect life for our lives of sinfulness.  Jesus took 
upon himself all the consequences of our sinful action, and gave us the 
consequences of his perfect and constant action of righteous obedience.  

That is the ultimate contrast, the one between what we deserve and what God 
gives us in Christ.  What an indescribable gift it is to know that although every 
single one of us deserves death and hell, God’s gift to us is eternal life in Jesus 
Christ.  Through faith in Jesus, through our Spirit-worked trust that he is our 
Savior, we are counted righteous for Jesus’ sake, declared righteous despite our 
sinful actions, and destined for the eternal life in heaven that we could never 
earn.  

What does this mean for our life now?  Does it mean that our actions no longer 
have consequences?  Of course not.  We will hear more about this subject in 
coming weeks, but for now, God would have us all rejoice in the gift of his Son, 
the One who gives us life in place of death, righteousness in place of sin and guilt, 
and heaven in place of the hell we deserved.  So when we have the choice of 
following Adam or following Christ, with God’s help, we seek the action that 
shows our trust in God, who gives every command for our good.  We seek the 



action that results in thanks and praise and glory to God.  We seek the action that 
reflects God’s love for sinners, so that others can have and enjoy the same gift of 
eternal life we have in Christ.  May God give us each a greater appreciation for the 
gift of his Son, so that we live out our earthly lives glorifying him for the gift of 
heaven.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 


