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18 For I conclude that our sufferings at the present time are not worth comparing 
with the glory that is going to be revealed to us. 19 In fact, creation is waiting 
with eager longing for the sons of God to be revealed. 20 For creation was 
subjected to futility, not by its own will, but by the will of the one who 
subjected it, in the hope 21 that even creation itself will be set free from slavery 
to corruption, in order to share in the glorious freedom of the children of God. 
22 For we know that all of creation is groaning with birth pains right up to the 
present time. 23 And not only creation, but also we ourselves, who have the 
firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we eagerly await our adoption as 
sons, the redemption of our body. 24 Indeed, it was for this hope we were saved. 
But hope that is seen is not hope, because who hopes for what he already sees? 
25 But if we hope for something we do not see, we eagerly wait for it with 
patient endurance. 

Dear Friends and Fellow Redeemed in Christ, 

This isn’t what I hoped for. Twenty-Four years ago. Mankato, MN. I’m about to 
start my first year as a dorm manager at Bethany Lutheran College. I’m pretty 
good at listening to others problems and enjoy helping people. I am ready to help 
new college students acclimate to living away from home for the first time and 
had spent a 2 weeks preparing, so I was excited to reap the fruits of my labor. The 
students would like me, we’d form a bond, they might even learn something. 
What could go wrong. A two weeks later I was consoling myself with a giant plate 
of General Tzo’s Chicken. My first experience at molding young minds was not 
what I’d hoped for. 

This isn’t what I hoped for. Ever felt like that? We all have our General Tzo’s Pao 
Chicken days from time to time. And unfortunately, our most challenging days are 
far worse than a bad experience relating to a bunch of 18 year olds. As we grow 
up, we find out that life isn’t always what we expect, and at some point we realize 
it’s even harder for the Christian. This isn’t what I hoped for, our hearts sigh as our 
expectations aren’t met, when all we can see is the pain of disappointment. 

This isn’t what I hoped for. The Apostle Paul agrees with you – because what we 
hope for as Christians is much greater. As your heart sighs with the burden of 
unfulfilled expectations, our God reminds you that  

YOU LIVE IN HOPE 



1. it’s an incomparable hope, and  
2. it’s an enduring hope. 

“Our present sufferings,” Paul begins. Certainly those first century Christians 
knew a thing or two about suffering. The Jewish leaders worked hard to silence 
the apostles in those early days and stop the spread of Christianity – they 
imprisoned Peter and John, ran Paul and Barnabas out of town, and stoned Paul 
and others – as just a few examples. Paul shared his sufferings when he wrote to 
the Corinthians, “To this very hour we go hungry and thirsty, we are in rags, we 
are brutally treated, we are homeless.” Paul and the early church must have 
sighed at times, “This isn’t what I hoped for.” 

“Our present sufferings,” Paul says. But let’s be clear – Paul isn’t just commenting 
on persecution or life in the first century. You could also translate Paul’s words as 
“the sufferings of this age” or “the sufferings of the present time.” Paul’s not just 
talking about what life was like for him or the Romans or any other early 
Christians, he’s making a point about life in the New Testament era as we wait for 
the return of our Savior. Suffering is characteristic of this life. It’s to be expected. 
Such suffering includes persecution to be sure, but it’s also simply living under the 
weight of sin in this fallen world. And that means we as 21st century Christians are 
not exempt! 

But I don’t need to tell you that. I don’t think any of us have been run out of town 
because of Christ, but that doesn’t mean we haven’t suffered for him. Look 
around you, at that Christian teenager who speaks God’s truth about gender and 
marriage at school or work or with friends – and is met with disgusted looks or 
called offensive names. Or perhaps it’s your Christian faith that’s been the butt of 
more than one joke in the break room or among friends or even family. 

And while our standard of living in America today is certainly a step up from the 
first century, the suffering characteristic of this life remains. As a little child we 
may get a taste of it at the death of a grandparent. As we grow older, we begin to 
experience disappointment – a family life rocked by fights and anger, pain and 
resentment; a career that’s failed to launch or ended prematurely or not at all 
what you thought it would be; a not-so-stable marriage – or worse; a dearly loved 
one whose sudden death shakes you; your own health burdened by physical or 
mental suffering; a child or friend who – despite your every effort – walks away 



from Christ; a relationship destroyed; a reputation ruined; a secret hurt known 
only to you and your Savior. 

There’s a pain that causes your heart to twinge when you hear “our present 
sufferings,” a pain that sometimes seems to block your path in life like a two-ton 
boulder, that may lead you to think, “It’s all too much, it’s overwhelming, this isn’t 
what I hoped for.” It’s that pain, your present suffering, which Paul is speaking to 
today. And it’s that pain – unique to you – which our God promises is not worthy 
of comparison with the glory to come. 

I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory 
that will be revealed in us. 19 For the creation waits in eager expectation for the 
children of God to be revealed. 20 For the creation was subjected to frustration, 
not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21 that 
the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into 
the freedom and glory of the children of God. 

Our present sufferings can’t compare with the glory to come, Paul says, and to 
prove his point he points to creation. The creation – the plants and trees and 
animals and elements – longs for the glory of the children of God. Paul gives 
creation a personality, and says it can’t wait for our glory – like an excited child 
anticipating his birthday or Christmas or a trip to Disney World. Why? Because 
“creation was subjected to frustration.” 

Remember God’s words back in the Garden of Eden, after Adam and Eve had 
sinned? Remember what God said to Adam? “Cursed is the ground because of 
you; through painful toil you will eat food from it all the days of your life. It will 
produce thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat the plants of the field.” Our 
first parents’ sin brought death to themselves – and the same curse to the 
created world itself. Though in the beginning it was all “very good,” creation 
became a slave to decay. Plants become diseased and die. Predators hunt and 
devour. Nature destroys nature. Simply put, our present sufferings aren’t only a 
matter of being sinful people – rather the very world in which we live is broken, 
marred, and dying. Nothing is the way it’s supposed to be. The disease of sin 
infected all of creation when the head of creation fell. 

But Paul encourages, “The creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to 
decay and brought into the freedom and glory of the children of God.” Paul isn’t 



speaking figuratively here. Our glory to come includes the restoration of creation 
to what God intended for it. Paul’s not simply talking about a better world where 
our suffering is tolerable, he’s talking about an entirely different kind of world, a 
world where disappointment and frustration no longer exist, where nothing 
decays or dies or suffers. The glory to come means going back to God’s original 
design for creation – to a world that is “very good.” Our glory to come means 
undoing the curse of sin on creation itself. 

And at the center of this restoration is you and me. This glory “will be revealed in 
us” Paul says. Now as God’s children we are not obviously different from the rest 
of the world. We too are subject to decay, we grow old and get sick and die. We 
too suffer trouble and hardship – especially so for bearing Christ’s name. But a 
time will come when the sufferings of this present age will give way to an 
incomparable glory, when all will recognize the children of God for who we are. 
“Today you will be with me in paradise,” Jesus spoke to the thief on the cross – 
but Paul is talking about more than the bliss of our souls living with Christ after 
death. Paul is pointing to our resurrection – when we will share in Christ’s glory, 
body and soul. “We share in Christ’s sufferings in order that we may also share 
in his glory,” Paul says in the verse prior to our lesson. 

Take a moment to understand what Paul is saying. Our present sufferings – as 
painful as they are – cannot compare with the glory to come because it is Christ’s 
own glory which will be ours!  We get a glimpse of it on the mountain, when 
Christ shone like the sun before Peter, James, and John. The Holy Spirit promises 
it will be ours when Paul says to the Philippians, “Christ will transform our lowly 
bodies so that they will be like his glorious body,” and to the Corinthians, “We 
will bear the image of the heavenly man.” 

Christ rose from the dead on the third day, and this guarantees your own 
resurrection to come, when your body, mind and soul – free from sin and your 
present suffering – will share in the glory of the Son of God in a new heaven and a 
new earth, where death, mourning, crying and pain have passed away. This is 
what Paul calls here “our adoption to sonship.” This is what it means to be a child 
of God. This is why our present sufferings cannot compare with the glory to come. 



Do you suffer? Yes, of course, that’s the nature of this life. But you live in the 
hope of incomparable glory to come. And this hope shapes your attitude in this 
life – you live in hope, an enduring hope. 

We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth 
right up to the present time. 23 Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the 
firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption to 
sonship, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in this hope we were saved. But 
hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what they already have? 25 But 
if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently. 

So what does this great glory to come mean for our life now? Paul helps us to see 
that here. He again points to the created world, picturing it as groaning “up to the 
present time,” longing for release from the burden of sin. And he says that we 
believers, we who have the firstfruits of the Spirit –  forgiveness of sins and peace 
with God through Christ already now – we also long for more. The Spirit works a 
longing for the “redemption of our body” – we groan for the promised 
resurrection glory. Paul was familiar with such longing. “I desire to depart and be 
with Christ,” he shared with the Philippian Christians. All of us at one time or 
another have or will experience a similar longing to lay down our burdens and our 
crosses and be at home with the Lord. 

Such is our life now, such is Christian yearning – Christian hope. Not hope as we 
commonly use it – “I hope it doesn’t rain” or “I hope the Brewers take the series” 
– but as the writer to the Hebrews says, a hope that’s “an anchor for the soul, 
firm and secure.” This hope is an absolute certainty that anchors us in every wild 
wave of life.  And, Paul says, “In this hope we were saved.” Put another way, 
though we have the firstfruits of the Spirit now, we must wait for our full 
redemption, for the incomparable glory to come. “Hope that is seen is no hope at 
all,” Paul remarks, “Who hopes for what they already have?” In this life we won’t 
experience the end goal of our faith. We ought not expect that becoming a 
Christian and having the sure and comforting promises of God means that our 
troubles will disappear. We will not be free from every burden in this life. The goal 
of our faith, the redemption of our lives from sin and pain and suffering, it’s a 
hope for the future, a hope for what we do not now see. 



But how then do we live our lives now? “If we hope for what we do not yet 
have,” Paul says, “we wait for it patiently.” Patient hope – this is how Scripture 
encourages us to live as we wait for the glory to come. The word translated here 
as “patiently” appears 32 times in the New Testament, and in nearly every case it 
characterizes the Christian’s attitude in this life. And it means more than just 
patience – it’s more like “steadfast endurance, perseverance.” It’s the 
steadfastness Jesus encourages as he foretells the trouble of the last days. It’s a 
reason Paul encourages us in Romans chapter 5 to glory in our sufferings, 
“because we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, 
character; and character, hope.” It’s how the writer to the Hebrews teaches us to 
run the race to heaven marked out for us – with perseverance – throwing off 
everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. 

The yearning Paul encourages here – Christian yearning – groans for release from 
the burdens of this life in hope. Not a hope for a new and improved life now, for a 
successful career or great health or the perfect family life – but rather the 
incomparably glorious hope of living in the new heavens and the new earth where 
there will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, where the old order of 
things will have passed away. It’s this hope that enables us to wait patiently – 
with steadfast endurance and perseverance. 

And so we endure our sufferings in faith. We endure, taking to heart the promises 
of God, knowing he will certainly fulfill them all. We endure, encouraging one 
another with the gospel of forgiveness and our certain resurrection hope. We 
endure, with the Word of God planted and growing within us, producing a crop in 
service to God and others – a hundred, sixty, or thirty times what was sown. We 
endure through the gospel. 

We endure until at last faith becomes sight, until we shine like the sun in the 
kingdom of our Father, like the stars for ever and ever. Then, when God makes all 
things new, we will forever lay down our burdens. Then we shall be like Christ. 
And until then, we live in hope – an incomparable, glorious, enduring hope. 
Amen. 

 


