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19 Brothers, we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place through the blood 
of Jesus. 20 It is a new and living way he opened for us through the curtain, that 
is, his flesh. 21 We also have a great priest over the house of God. 22 So let us 
approach with a sincere heart, in the full confidence of faith, because our hearts 
have been sprinkled to take away a bad conscience, and our bodies have been 
washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold on firmly to the confession of our hope 
without wavering, since he who promised is faithful. 
24 Let us also consider carefully how to spur each other on to love and good 
works. 25 Let us not neglect meeting together, as some have the habit of doing. 
Rather, let us encourage each other, and all the more as you see the Day 
approaching. 
 

Dear Friends and Fellow Redeemed in Christ, and especially you, the confirmands: 
Emma, Rileigh, Colton, and Stetson, 

Why are we here? I suppose that depends on whether you are wearing a white 
robe and a flower today or not. Some of us are here to make some very serious 
promises. Others of us are here to celebrate that big moment in a young person’s 
life. Still others of us might be here because we were told in no uncertain terms 
that we had to be here, and we had to dress up a little bit and look presentable. 
For some reason or another, we are here for a confirmation service. 4 young men 
and women will express their faith, share their intentions to grow in their faith, 
and ask for God’s help to hold onto their faith until they die or Jesus comes back, 
whichever comes first. In summary, today is all about faith, and the faith of these 
4 young people is all about Jesus. You know what that means? We are all here for 
one reason. We are all here  

BECAUSE OF JESUS.  

So, today’s second reading is a good one for us to hear again, because these 
words are all about Jesus, and they are all about you. And we will see in the letter 
to the Hebrews - first of all, what we have because of Jesus, and then we will be 
reminded of what we do because of Jesus. We read again . . . 19 Brothers, we have 
confidence to enter the Most Holy Place through the blood of Jesus. 20 It is a new 
and living way he opened for us through the curtain, that is, his flesh. 21 We also 
have a great priest over the house of God.  



The first recipients of this letter were kind of like you. They were raised learning 
God’s Word. Their parents taught them the Hebrew Scriptures, and they learned 
the same Old Testament Bible Stories you have: Adam and Eve, Noah, Abraham, 
Moses, and King David. The difference was that they didn’t have Bible stories 
about Jesus as kids. But like you have learned, they found out that Jesus was the 
fulfillment of the Old Testament promises that God would send a Savior, that he 
was the one who would complete the picture of a priest offering a blood sacrifice 
as a substitute for sinners. The cool thing was that Jesus could serve as both the 
priest and the sacrifice. And just like the High Priest was able to enter the Most 
Holy place in the temple when he brought the blood of the sacrifice one day a 
year, Jesus is the reason we will one day be able to enter God’s most holy home 
of Heaven—all because Jesus shed his blood to take away every one of our sins.  

What do we have because of Jesus? We have confidence that all our sins are 
forgiven, paid for. God even says he remembers them no more. Why is that 
important? You all know what it’s like to have a guilty conscience. Sometimes you 
are immature. Sometimes you don’t listen to parents or teachers. Sometimes you 
aren’t very kind to one another, or to your brothers or sisters. Sometimes you get 
so angry that you want to hurt someone. Sometimes you get jealous of someone 
else’s new stuff. Sometimes you google what you shouldn’t be googling. And 
eventually, if your conscience works even a little bit, you realize that God hates 
what you just did. And if God hates what you do, how can he love you, and how 
can he ever let you into heaven?  

What do you do then? The letter to the Hebrews tells us. 22 So let us approach 
with a sincere heart, in the full confidence of faith, because our hearts have 
been sprinkled to take away a bad conscience, and our bodies have been 
washed with pure water. Because of Jesus, you are a baptized child of God. And it 
is our prayer that when your conscience bothers you, you remember that baptism 
means that the sinful nature in us should be drowned by daily contrition and 
repentance, and then your new nature arises in righteousness and purity. You will 
confess your sins and you will receive absolution as from Jesus himself. Now that 
you are about to be confirmed, you will draw near to the Lord’s Table to have 
communion with him as you receive his true body and blood, given and poured 
out for you for the forgiveness of sins. In Word and Sacrament, you will draw near 
to God, and through these Means of Grace he will cleanse your guilty conscience 
and strengthen your faith and your hope of heaven—all because of Jesus. 



Heaven is God’s greatest gift to all who trust in Jesus as our Savior. But our faith 
isn’t just for heaven. We need it here. But because of Jesus, we also have 
encouragement for this life. 23 Let us hold on firmly to the confession of our hope 
without wavering, since he who promised is faithful.  

Not every important day in your life is going to end with a party. No, you’ll have 
days that end in disappointment, in worrying about tomorrow, in regret: 
sometimes you’ll have days that end in tears. Life is not easy in this sin-spoiled 
world. You know that already, and you are going to find out throughout your life 
that this world can give you way more than you can handle. It might be stress, it 
might be sickness, it might be suffering, it might be sadness. But because of Jesus, 
you don’t have to go through life all by yourself. First, because of Jesus we know 
God is faithful. He kept his greatest promise to send a Savior, and Jesus died and 
then rose again on Easter morning to prove his victory over sin and the grave. If 
he can come back from the dead, he can watch over your life, too. Hold on to 
your faith in Jesus, and know that he is always with you. 

But there is another way that God cares for you. He placed you in a Christian 
home, and in a Christian educational system, and by your confirmation vows you 
are also entering into a new relationship with the church. Right now, you are all 
baptized members. That means your parents chose for you to be a church 
member. After you are confirmed, it’s not just your parents’ church anymore. It’s 
yours. You are part owner. That means you have a greater responsibility toward 
the rest of the church members here and wherever else you may hold 
membership in the future. You will support one another. You will encourage one 
another. You will pray for one another. You will rejoice with those who rejoice 
and mourn with those who mourn. Of course, that’s only going to work if we 
listen to God’s direction here. 24 Let us also consider carefully how to spur each 
other on to love and good works. 25 Let us not neglect meeting together, as 
some have the habit of doing. Rather, let us encourage each other, and all the 
more as you see the Day approaching. 

Can a person stay a Christian without coming to church? I suppose it’s possible, 
but it doesn’t usually go well. Your faith is kind of like a muscle. Can a person build 
muscle by sitting on a couch all day binge-watching Netflix? No, of course not. You 
need to get at least a little bit of exercise even to maintain muscle. Earlier this 
week you took a rather large test, which we placed in the narthex for everyone to 



see. Again, you all did great. But we all hope that your this examination was not 
the peak of your faith exercise, so that it’s all downhill from here. The Bible is a 
big book, and you don’t know everything God wants you to know. I don’t either. 
But that’s why we keep reading and learning and listening to what God has to say 
to us. Catechism classes might end, but that doesn’t mean we have to stop 
meeting together. Church, Bible study, personal devotions are all good choices, 
and God’s Word is always worth your time. You will have chances throughout 
your life to share God’s Word, maybe with people who weren’t raised in a 
Christian home like you; you want to be prepared to answer anyone who asks 
what you believe because God tells us in his Word. So, let’s not stop meeting 
together. Encourage one another, and be encouraged by one another as you keep 
growing in the faith you confess today.  

. . . all the more as you see the Day approaching. We heard this passage 
throughout our catechism study this year. You know what Day it’s talking about. 
Because of Jesus, we don’t have to be afraid of Judgment Day. All who trust in 
him like you know that their sins are forgiven. But we all need reminders that 
eternity is on the way. How do we live differently if we are waiting for Jesus to 
return? You look at yourself and see the unique way God put you together, and 
then you ask how you can love and honor him today with the gifts he has given 
you. You look around and you see that every Christian brother or sister in the 
faith is one that is on our team, and we are working together to bring other 
people with us to heaven as we spread the good news of Jesus.  

That’s why we’re here today. So that you can confess your faith in Jesus, and set 
the course of your life from this point on so that everything you do . . . is because 
of Jesus. Amen. 

 


