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28 We know that all things work together for the good of those who 
love God, for those who are called according to his purpose, 
29 because those God foreknew, he also predestined to be conformed 
to the image of his Son, so that he would be the firstborn among 
many brothers. 30 And those he predestined, he also called. Those he 
called, he also justified. And those he justified, he also glorified. 

Dear Friends and Fellow Redeemed, 

Every day is full of choices: what to wear, what to eat, what to watch when 
we turn on the television.  Which way are you going to take to work or 
home from work to avoid traffic and construction as much as possible?  In 
the end, most of these choices don’t affect our lives too much, and chances 
are, we are going to get the chance to choose all over again tomorrow.  

But then there are the kind of choices that make a far bigger impact on our 
lives.  As a young person you think, “What kind of person am I looking to 
date, or potentially to marry someday?”  “Where will I go to college?”  Later 
on…”Do I take this job offer, or do I wait for something better to come 
along?”  “Do I stay where I am or look for something new?”  “Do I buy the 
more expensive house that fits what I am looking for, or get one with 
potential and remodel it?”  “Can I afford to retire now, or do I have to work a 
few more years?”  “Can I stay in the house, or should I be in assisted 
living?”  These are the kinds of choices that change the directions of our 
lives.  Some of these choices we only get to make once; what if we make 
the wrong choice and mess things up forever?  

Have you ever had a big decision to make, and you find yourself torn, 
almost paralyzed in the pressure of it all?  Of course none of us can see 
the future.  We don’t see the road ahead of us in life, because there are too 
many variables to take into account.  And what about when something 
happens to us that we would never choose?  A job loss, a divorce, a 
diagnosis, a bout with depression, a death of someone close to us?  What 
does the future hold now?  If it were entirely up to us, we’d be fooling 
ourselves if we thought we knew.  

That’s why these verses of Romans chapter 8 mean so much.  They are 
words of confidence, because they are words of promise, arguably one of 
the greatest promises in all of Scripture.  They have to do with God’s 
choices, God’s decision-making process as he reveals it to us, and these 



words come back to the theme of Romans 8, assuring us of future glory 
that awaits all who know and believe in Jesus Christ.  

Let’s look again at the first verse, one that is familiar to many.  28 We know 
that all things work together for the good of those who love God, for 
those who are called according to his purpose.  When people think of 
being religious in our world today, it isn’t always appealing.  Someone 
might ask, “Why would I want that?  Why should I give up a Thursday night 
or a Sunday morning to go to church when I have better things to do, why 
let God tell me what to do, and how to act, and how to talk, and how to 
live?  Why would I want that extra pressure on top of what I already 
have?  Why would I want to work for God?” That’s how the devil would 
have us see things.  

But God describes the relationship a different way: in all things God works 
for the good of those who love him.  By God’s grace we are blessed to see 
and hear how in our relationship with God, he does all the work.  And 
what’s more, he promises to work all things for our good.  What does that 
mean?  God means exactly what he says here through St. Paul: all things 
for our good.  Even what we call bad?  All things for our good.  Even a job 
loss, a divorce, a diagnosis, a bout with depression, a death of someone 
close to us?  All things for our good.  You fill in the blank with what is going 
on in your life right now, then follow it up with God’s promise: all things for 
our good.  The God who created the universe, who controls the tides and 
the weather, who sees the past and the present and the future all at once, 
is putting his almighty power to work for us, choosing only what will 
ultimately turn out for our good.  This is the promise of One who cannot lie.  

A natural question comes up, and we think we know the answer…Will 
God’s purpose always be clear?  Will we always know why God sometimes 
chooses for us the experiences we pray we will never have to go 
through?  In one sense, we’d have to say no.  In our limited view of our 
world, we have a hard time seeing how God allows what he does, whether 
it is evil around us, temptation that threatens us, or pain and loss that 
overwhelms us.  But when we return to his Word, his promise…this 
promise, we can be confident if we trust what he says.  All things for our 
good. Yes, it takes trust to say it, but we can be confident that everything—
yes, everything—that God allows in our lives has been chosen for our 
good.  That’s God’s crystal-clear, singular purpose as he works for us.  If 
we still aren’t sure, all we need to do is keep reading.  



As you hear the words this time, pay special attention to the subject of the 
main verbs—in other words, the one who is doing the doing and 
determining the outcome of your life and mine: 28 We know that all things 
work together for the good of those who love God, for those who are 
called according to his purpose, 29 because those God foreknew, he 
also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, so that he 
would be the firstborn among many brothers. 30 And those he 
predestined, he also called. Those he called, he also justified. And 
those he justified, he also glorified.   

Did you catch it?  It’s hard to miss, isn’t it?  God works…God 
foreknew…he [that is, God] also predestined…he also called…he also 
justified…he also glorified.  In every case, God gets the credit.  But by 
his grace, in the end, he shares his glory with us.  Everything that God 
does, everything that God allows, everything that God chooses, is for our 
good, because it is all meant to bring us into eternal glory.  So let’s take a 
closer look at what God has done for us.  

The first two happened long before we were ever born.  First of all, God 
foreknew us.  This is one we don’t want to misunderstand, especially when 
we relate it to the second part.  Those God foreknew, he also 
predestined… What does it mean that God predestined those that he 
foreknew?  Is God saying that before creation began, he looked into the 
future over all of humanity, and he chose the ones that had the most 
potential?  Does it mean he chose the ones who would be good people or 
good believers or good examples or good followers?  If we think that, even 
for a moment, we are trying to take credit for God’s work.  

No, if we pay attention, we see that God did not choose us because of our 
goodness; he didn’t choose us because we were just the way he wanted 
us.  In each case, the opposite is true.  Listen again: those God foreknew, 
he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, so that 
he would be the firstborn among many brothers.  What that means is 
that every one of us was not originally in the likeness of Jesus.  We were 
the opposite.  Jesus had no sin; we were entirely corrupted by sin.  Jesus 
perfectly obeyed God’s will; we naturally rebelled against God’s will.  Jesus 
perfectly trusted God’s plan; we thoroughly reject God’s plan every time we 
complain about our lot or question his love or needlessly worry that things 
won’t work out for our good.  No, God did not choose us because of our 
goodness; he chose us out of his infinite goodness and mercy, despite our 



sin and natural unbelief.  God didn’t choose us because we were what he 
wanted; he chose us to be made righteous through the blood of Jesus.  

Before creation, God predestined us—he chose us—to be his, to be 
changed and made like Jesus in his sight, so in time he called us.  He sent 
his Spirit to work in our hearts and lives through the saving message of 
Jesus Christ, and he made us his children through faith in Jesus, as his 
Word cut through the darkness of our unbelief and baptism sealed and 
marked us individually as a child of God.  When God called us to faith, at 
that very moment he declared us fully righteous, forgiven of every sin and 
therefore worthy of heaven.  This truth is summed up in the word “justified,” 
as we have heard throughout the book of Romans so far.  And finally, all 
who are justified are also glorified for all eternity as our names are written 
in the book of those who will spend forever with our Lord, our Savior, and 
our God in heaven.  Your glorious eternity to come was chosen for you 
from eternity, before the world began.  Now everything that is chosen for 
you throughout life is meant to connect the path from eternity to eternity, for 
your eternal good.  

With all that in mind, let’s go back to where we began.  Every day is full of 
choices.  Some aren’t all that big; others certainly make a big 
difference.  But as we go through life in the confidence that God will work 
all things for good, we don’t have to be afraid.  Under the umbrella of God’s 
eternal goodness, we can choose without fear of messing things up, 
because every choice we make is a response to God’s grace, to God 
choosing us.  And when we face the challenges that we didn’t choose, we 
can still be confident that God will work even these things for our 
good.  Perhaps you have heard it before.  We don’t know what the future 
holds, but we know the One who holds the future.  Now we can add that 
God has revealed our eternal future to us, and that gives us all the 
confidence in the world.  May our God draw us ever closer to himself, as he 
works all things for our good.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 


