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35 What will separate us from the love of Christ? Will trouble or 
distress or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 
36 Just as it is written: 
For your sake we are being put to death all day long. 
We are considered as sheep to be slaughtered. 
37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him 
who loved us. 
38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor 
rulers, neither things present nor things to come, nor powerful forces, 
39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in creation, will be able 
to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
Dear Friends in Christ:   
 
Each of us can fill in our own particulars, but what is true for all of us is 
this:  At times we find ourselves in situations we’d rather not be in. Using 
weather as a metaphor, it kind of goes like this.  The winds of unwanted 
change begin to blow and the dark storm clouds of doubt and uneasiness 
start settling in over our lives.  And then the “what ifs” begin to rain 
down.  What if this?  What if that?  What if we can’t make ends 
meet?  What is this doesn’t end well?  What if this changes our life from 
here on in? 
  
The thickness varies dependent upon the circumstances, but next we find 
ourselves enveloped in a fog of fear.  It obscures our vision; we’re not sure 
where to turn and we can’t really see a way out.  And the uncertainty of it 
all causes us stress and worry. 
  
If you have ever been caught up in such a weather pattern (and we all 
have), we need to hear and know the words of today’s lesson.  The divinely 
inspired words of the Apostle Paul (who, by the way, was no stranger to 
inclement weather) provide us with a rock solid certainty that transcends all 
the shifts and shadows of life.  Because of Jesus Christ – who he is, what 
he has done for us, and what he will do for us – we as Christians are, in the 
words of our lesson, “more than conquerors” over any and every 
situation in life. 
  
In fact, the English phrase “more than conquerors” does not even 
adequately capture the strength Paul conveys in the original Greek.  A 
more literal translation of what Paul calls all who are in Christ Jesus might 



be the term “super-conquerors.”  Practically speaking, what this means is 
that we can live 

 
A LIFE WITHOUT FEAR 
 
1.  Because of Christ Jesus 
2.  Through Christ Jesus 
  
Today’s lesson is rich and full; because of that, we’re only going to be able 
to hit the high points.  To set it in its context, it follows the beautiful section 
we heard last week where Paul tells us that God has always had his eye on 
us.  In those verses Paul talked about one of the deeper but most 
comforting teachings found in Scripture – the doctrine of 
election.  Meaning:  God in his grace has chosen us to be his own dear 
children.  Therefore everything that happens in our lives – including the 
drama – must be viewed from this perspective and in this light. 
  
In today’s lesson Paul hammers this home for us with a series of 
questions.  The basic question is this:  35 What will separate us from the 
love of Christ? Paul wants us to think about this.  Just who or what is 
there that can separate us from “the love of Christ” as demonstrated first 
on the cross, and then in his abiding presence in our everyday 
lives?  That’s the general question Paul would have us contemplate. 
  
But Paul is not content to have us think only in generalities.  So he 
sharpens the question and gets specific.  “Will trouble or distress or 
persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword?”  Seven 
items are mentioned.  We can group them into three categories. 
  
1)  Trouble, distress, persecution – These are concrete things which 
believers might suffer or endure for the sole reason of being Christian.  This 
may not resonate with us completely because we are blessed to live in a 
country that prizes religious freedom.  Some degree of trouble and 
hardship and persecution may accompany our Christian walk; however it’s 
usually more passive than active.   
  
But active trouble, distress and persecution were certainly realities for 
early Christians, and they continue to be realities for Christians living in 
certain parts of the world today.  Such Christians need our prayers. 
  



2)  Famine, nakedness – These would seem to be troubles that can fall 
upon all people, both Christian and non-Christian.  “Famine” would denote 
earthly, physical misfortunes or shortages from which Christians are 
certainly not exempt.  (It’s interesting to note that our African missionaries, 
pastors and church members refer to the period of time when the last 
year’s reserve of crops are running thin and the new crops have not yet 
been harvested as “the hunger season.”  So Christians today still deal with 
famine.)   
  
“Nakedness” suggests the idea of being destitute; of having “only the 
clothes on one’s back.”  Early Christians would often have all their earthly 
possessions confiscated because they were considered enemies of the 
state.  And again, many Christians living in “emerging” countries, though 
spiritually rich, live in a state of poverty you or I will never ever experience. 
  
3)  Danger, sword – These would be hardships of a higher degree than 
those previously mentioned.  Throughout the centuries (including our own) 
many, many Christians have indeed fallen to the “sword” – that is, been 
executed – for no other reason than believing in Jesus as the Son of God 
and Savior.  Paul himself was one of them.  Church history tells us he was 
beheaded under the rule of the Roman Emperor Nero.   His 
crime?  Unwavering devotion to Jesus Christ. 
  
With this list Paul wants us to know that none of this should surprise 
us.  He dips into the Old Testament to assure us that hardship, especially 
the kind brought on exclusively because of faithfulness and devotion to our 
Lord, has always been a part of the experience of God’s people.  36 Just as 
it is written: 
For your sake we are being put to death all day long. We are 
considered as sheep to be slaughtered. 
  
Paul harbors no illusions about Christianity being a soft life or one that is 
free from difficulties, and he doesn’t want us to, either.  Whether as a direct 
result of our faith in Christ as a direct result of the fact we live in a sinful 
world, each individual life will have its own personalized weather changes. 
  
But the big question is… can any of what Paul just outlined separate us 
from God’s love?  And the answer is:  No.  Nothing, absolutely nothing, can 
separate us from God’s love.  In all these things – meaning despite all 
these things, whether it be Paul’s list of seven or any others we can come 



up with on our own – we are more than conquerors (literally “super-
conquerors”) through him who loved us… 
  
And who is that loved us?  God from all eternity!  And to what extent did he 
love us?  How can we be certain of his love?  Let’s go back to Paul’s words 
in verse 32:  He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us 
all – how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all 
things?  
  
Paul takes us to the cross and asks us to reflect on its meaning not just as 
it pertains to our eternal life, but as it pertains to our daily life as well.  Did 
you catch Paul’s divinely inspired logic behind this statement?  According 
to the classic rules of presenting an argument, Paul moves from the greater 
to the lesser.   
  
If God has met our greater need (the forgiveness of the very sins that 
rightfully should bar us from heaven), does it not stand to reason that he 
will meet every other lesser need as well?   
  
If God shed the lifeblood of his Son on the cross to take care of the eternal, 
spiritual needs of his children, can we not trust that he will take care of our 
temporal, physical needs? 
  
Yes we can.  Through the knowledge and power of Jesus Christ in our lives 
there is nothing that can defeat us.  Through Jesus Christ we are more 
than conquerors over all temporary and fleeting weather patterns in 
life.  The problems we go through do not define us.  The cross of Jesus 
Christ defines us.  And the cross transforms us from beaten, pressed down, 
and wracked-with-worry individuals living in the fog of fear to “super-
conquerors.”   
  
Paul now underscores everything he has said on this subject with this bold 
and beautiful closing assertion:  38 For I am convinced that neither death 
nor life, neither angels nor rulers, neither things present nor things to 
come, nor powerful forces, 39 neither height nor depth, nor anything 
else in creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. 
  



Without commenting on the different words, the point that is being made is 
simply this:  Nothing can separate us from the love of God.  And nothing 
can separate us from the love Christ has for us. 
  
Note well: Paul doesn’t say “I think” or “I hope,” but “I am convinced” of 
this.  This is an extremely significant word.  To be convinced means to be 
won over by evidence.  Paul saw the evidence of God’s love and 
providence not only on Good Friday, but in the empty tomb on Easter 
Sunday and the abiding presence of the living Lord throughout each day of 
his life.   
  
So it is with us.  As we reflect upon how God has taken care of us 
physically and spiritually, like Paul, we also are won over by the 
evidence.   If we can think of a time in our past when God has left us high 
and dry, then we could be worried about the future.  But he never has, and 
he never will.  We, too, have become convinced of his love. 
  
However, we need to be on guard. Because this is such an amazingly 
comforting promise, it also becomes something Satan tirelessly tries to 
make us doubt.   
  
When tragedy strikes, he whispers in our ear:  Where is God?   
  
We grieve over the untimely death of a loved one and he whispers:  This is 
God’s will?   
  
We struggle with the loss of a job or a financial setback; a loved one 
causes us heartache as they seemingly turn against us or abandon every 
value we’ve tried to instill within them, and Satan whispers:  Why is God 
letting this happen?  Where is his love now?  It seems as if he has 
separated himself from you… 
  
It is precisely at those times when we must remember that Romans chapter 
eight provides the bottom line and the final answer to all of life’s twists and 
turns.  There is no trouble that cannot be conquered.  There is no sin that 
has not been forgiven.  There is nothing in the heavens above or the earth 
below that separates us from the love of God.  And the cross of Jesus 
Christ proves it. 
  



I’d like to end this morning not with a summary statement or a prayer that 
these words be taken to heart, but by reading once again, slowly, these 
beautiful words from Romans 8. 
  
As I read these words, think about them.  Think how they apply to your own 
circumstances.  Then enjoy the full comfort of knowing that whatever your 
situation may be – whatever weather patterns you are going through now 
or will contend with in the future – it is simply impossible to get beyond the 
loving reach of Jesus’ outstretched, nail-pierced hands.   
  

Because of him, we are “super-conquerors.”  Because of him, ours is a life 
without fear. (Read Text Again) Amen. 

35 What will separate us from the love of Christ? Will trouble or 
distress or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 
36 Just as it is written: 
For your sake we are being put to death all day long. 
We are considered as sheep to be slaughtered. 
37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him 
who loved us. 
38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor 
rulers, neither things present nor things to come, nor powerful forces, 
39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in creation, will be able 
to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 


