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9:1 I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying—my conscience 
testifies with me in the Holy Spirit 2 that I have great sorrow and 
continuous pain in my heart. 3 For I almost wish that I myself could be 
cursed and separated from Christ in place of my brothers, my 
relatives according to the flesh, 4 those who are Israelites. Theirs are 
the adoption as sons, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, 
the worship, and the promises. 5 Theirs are the patriarchs, and from 
them, according to the flesh, came the Christ, who is God over all, 
eternally blessed. Amen. 

Dear Friends and Fellow Redeemed in Christ, 

We’ve heard a lot of bold promises from God the last couple of weeks in 
Romans.  Last week we heard about how God says that in him, no matter 
what the situation, we are “more than conquerors,” or “super-conquerors,” 
and because of that nothing in the highest heavens or the depths of the 
earth can separate us from our God.  Pretty bold.  Or the week before that 
we heard God’s promise that all things work out for the good of those who 
love him – even things that are very difficult and unpleasant.  The week 
before that when God said that when we pray, the Spirit is there with us, 
expressing our thoughts and words even when we can’t figure out what 
exactly to say.  And if you keep working backward, you’ll find more.  Bold 
promises.  Has the thought ever crossed your mind that maybe some of 
this sounded just a little too good to be true?  

It’s likely that some of the Christians living in Rome who first heard this 
letter read were thinking that very thought, and here’s why.  Most of the 
people in the church in Rome came from a Gentile background – the term 
the bible uses to describe those who were not ethnically Jewish.  And that 
was odd, because for 1500 years, the Jews had been God’s people, and 
yet relatively few of them became Christians when the long awaited 
Messiah whom they had been waiting for, Jesus, arrived!  What’s more, 
God’s apostles like Paul and others were teaching that many of the 
elements of Old Testament life – sacrifices, rituals, and the like – were no 
longer needed now that Jesus, the long awaited Messiah, had come.  Did 
the apostle Paul care about the Jewish people?  For that matter, did God 
still care about the Jewish people?  Or had they served their purpose in 
God’s salvation plan and were now to be forgotten?  And if that was the 
case, then what about the promises God made to the Christians?  Would 
those eventually run their course too?  Could things change again?  When 



you think about it, that’s a significant question for us today.  Are the 
promises God made 2000 years ago still good for us today, or is the world 
a different place than it was back then?  

In today’s second lesson, we see the very beginning of God’s answer to 
that question, an answer that spans the next three chapters of 
Romans.  Today, God reminds us that for as much outward change as the 
world might present over the last 2000 years, when it comes to God,  

NOTHING HAS CHANGED.   

No matter what the era, the spiritual situation is exactly the same,  

1. God still grieves over unbelief, and  
2. God still Keeps His Promises.     

For my personal daily bible reading program, I have, for the last couple of 
months, been in the latter half of the Old Testament, reading through the 
writings of the prophets.  One theme I have picked up on among the others 
in those readings is the grief that these messengers from God express over 
the fact that so many of God’s people have chosen to stop worshipping him 
and instead have gone to serve other gods – voluntarily removing 
themselves from the blessings and protection that God provides for his 
children.  That decision carries with it with grave consequences – in this life 
and the next.  

In today’s second lesson, Paul expresses the very same sentiment as a 
New Testament worker in God’s kingdom when he looks at those who have 
rejected God.  Listen to the first couple of verses: “9:1 I am speaking the 
truth in Christ—I am not lying—my conscience testifies with me in the 
Holy Spirit 2 that I have great sorrow and continuous pain in my heart. 
3 For I almost wish that I myself could be cursed and separated from 
Christ in place of my brothers, my relatives according to the flesh, 
4 those who are Israelites.”  Paul grieved over the fact that his relatives 
and friends, his classmates and co-workers – people whom he cared about 
deeply had chosen to reject Jesus – and if they stayed on that path, they 
too would suffer grave consequences in eternity.  

That’s a sentiment you and I can understand too, because we can see that 
same grief in our lives too.  Maybe it’s a child or parent who has wandered 
from the faith.  Maybe it’s a neighbor or friend who just isn’t interested in 



their eternal welfare.  Maybe it’s a classmate or a co-worker who in time of 
tragedy has decided to blame God instead of turning to him – in every era, 
it’s tragic when people remove themselves from the blessing and grace of 
God, and in every era, God grieves over that tragedy too.  But there is one 
key difference.  Paul said he wished he could do something to save his 
people – even if it meant being destroyed himself.  You and I might wish 
that we could do something to save a relative or friend – even if it came at 
great personal cost.  God has that same desire, but unlike you and me, he 
is actually able to do something about it, and he has.  

That’s why he sent Jesus.  Jesus actually did what the prophets wished 
they could do, what Paul wished he could do – Jesus was cursed and cut 
off from the blessings of God in place of people like you and me.  Jesus 
actually did suffer the penalty for the sins you and I have committed.  God 
actually did turn his back on Jesus, because that’s what the penalty for 
rejecting God is.  In the process, Jesus paid for the wickedness, the 
rejection, the selfishness – everything that separates people from God.  It 
doesn’t matter if it’s the Old Testament era, the times of the apostle Paul, 
or our world today – nothing has changed.  God still grieves over unbelief, 
and that’s why he sent Jesus into this world, and that’s why he sends his 
messengers out to invite his straying children back home.  Alongside their 
sorrow, God’s Old Testament prophets reminded God’s people again and 
again that God wanted nothing more than to welcome his people 
back.  Paul had the same desire – that’s why he planned to travel to Rome 
– so the church there could be a base for further mission work in the 
west!  God sends us on the very same mission today, because spiritually 
speaking, nothing had changed.  God still grieves over unbelief and wants 
to forgive his people and welcome them back.  

But if nothing had changed, if it really was that simple, then what exactly 
was going on with so many of the Old Testament believers?  It becomes 
especially puzzling when you look at what Paul mentions next – this whole 
list of blessings and advantages that the Old Testament believers had over 
others – they had such a good foundation!  We can ask the same question 
today.  What happens with those we see in our lives today who start off so 
well with such a good foundation, but end up falling astray?  

On the surface, there are lots of different ways that question could be 
answered, but when you boil it down there’s really just one underlying 
reason.  Sinful people have a tendency to forget what God does for us.  We 



become so wrapped up in what we are doing, perhaps even in what we 
think we are doing for God, that we forget what God does for us.  That’s 
really what had happened to the Old Testament people of God, wasn’t 
it?  The actions of the people in offering the right sacrifices at the right 
times came to mean more than the sacrifice Jesus made for sin.  The 
lifestyle and culture that differentiated Israel from the other nations came to 
mean more than the reason God had chosen them to be different – they 
were ancestors of the Messiah!  Striving to observe the minutia of God’s 
laws and making extra laws led them to miss one of the most important 
points those Old Testament laws were supposed to make: it’s impossible to 
obey perfectly.  It’s impossible for people to please God – and so the 
Savior, Jesus, is the most important part.  But that had been forgotten by 
so many.  

God’s plan and promises had not changed – sinful people lost sight of what 
they meant.  Paul mourned this fact: Theirs [the Israelites] are the 
adoption as sons [they were the ones set apart to be God’s chosen 
nation], the glory [they had seen the glory of God on Mount Sinai and in 
the tabernacle and temple], the covenants, the giving of the law [they 
were the ones to whom God had revealed a special way to live to remind 
them that they were his chosen people], the worship [they were the ones 
who had been given a very special way to worship God that pictured what 
the Messiah would do], and the promises [the Savior would come from 
their descendants]. 5 Theirs are the patriarchs [the major characters of the 
Old Testament were their forefathers], and [most importantly] from them, 
according to the flesh, came the Christ, who is God over all, eternally 
blessed. Amen. That’s what it was all supposed to lead to Jesus.  But that 
point had been forgotten.  

Friends, might the same thing happen to us today?  Would it be possible 
that in our ministry at Holton Evangelical Lutheran Church we get so 
wrapped up in our day to day lives that we lose sight of the point of it 
all?  To share the good news about Jesus with each other and with our 
community?  Would it be possible for us to slip into thinking that our 
relationship with God is automatically healthy just because my name is on 
the roster of a church that faithfully teaches God’s Word, just because I’ve 
studied God’s Word and become confirmed, just because I’ve attended a 
Lutheran school, just because I spend a lot of time serving at church…and 
forget the reason why we pursue such activities?  We too can learn from 
the tragedy that struck God’s people in years past.  We are sinful people, 



lost and unable to approach God without Jesus, and if we lose sight of that, 
what’s the point of anything?  And yet it can happen so easily.  

But there is good news too.  Notice the title Paul uses to describe God’s 
Old Testament people.  He doesn’t use the common title used throughout 
most of the New Testament – Jews.  He calls them the people of Israel – a 
title with strong connection to their Old Testament roots.  Why?  Despite 
the unbelief God’s people showed on so many occasions, nothing had 
changed.  God’s promises made to his people in years past had not been 
canceled, this title for his people had not been revoked.  God’s offer of free 
forgiveness and eternal life was still valid, despite their sinfulness, and 
that’s true today too.  No matter what kind of sinfulness might have slipped 
in, no matter how long you might have wandered away from your Savior, 
no matter how much you might have depended on yourself instead of on 
your God, nothing had changed.  God still invites us to turn to him, to see 
how our Savior has lived perfectly in our place, to marvel the payment he’s 
made for our sin, and to rejoice in what that means for our eternal 
future.   The promises made in Romans 1-8 are not too good to be true, 
and they are nothing new either – they are exactly what God has been 
promising his people since the beginning of time, and nothing had changed 
– God still keeps his promises.  

And with that in mind, you and I can see that God has equipped us with 
exactly what we need to reach out to those who have rejected him today, 
whether it’s a child, a parent, a neighbor, a friend, a classmate, a co-worker 
– and as long as we live, it’s not too late, because nothing had changed – 
God still grieves over sin, and that’s why he sent a Savior. God still keeps 
his promises, and that’s true in every age.  May God keep our eyes fixed 
on those promises, and may he continue to give us opportunity to share 
them with others.  Amen. 

 


