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33 Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How 
unsearchable are his judgments and how untraceable his ways! 
34 “For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who has been his 
adviser?” 35 “Or who has first given to God that he will be repaid?” 
36 For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be 
the glory forever! Amen. 

Dear Friends and Fellow Redeemed, 

When do you praise God?  Church time is a good time to praise God, 
right?  Today, is also called Unity Sunday. Many are the differences 
between us, but what we celebrate today is what unites us.  We are all 
connected as children of God who have some connection to the ministry 
that is carried out here at Holton Evangelical Lutheran Church.  So, we all 
woke up this morning, and the first thought that crossed our minds was an 
overwhelming eagerness to praise God today… Unless it wasn’t… 

No, I’m sure if we are all honest, we have to admit that we had other 
thoughts that came first.  Is there anyone here whose first thought was 
captured by the aches and pains that now come with getting out of 
bed?  Perhaps.  Is there anyone here who woke up a little later than you 
had planned, and felt the panic of needing to rush to get here on 
time?  Perhaps.  Is there anyone here whose first thought this morning was 
the same as your last thought last night, because it is a burden in your life, 
either a broken relationship, or a worry about the future, or a recent failure 
in your life?  Perhaps.  Is there anyone here who woke up and immediately 
thought about what you have to do today, and where you have to be, and 
what time you have to be there?  I know for a fact that at least one of us 
had that thought, because I have to preach today.  

The point is that praise probably wasn’t the first thing on our minds 
today.  Sadly, praise is seldom the first thing on our minds.  So let me ask 
again, when do you praise God?  I could be wrong, but I would guess that 
the top two answers of the question, “When do you praise God?” are these: 
1. When you are in church.  Makes sense, right?  So will #2. When I feel 
especially blessed—in other words, the happy times in life.  After a 
sickness ends and we feel better, we can resume life.  After a 
surgery.  After a milestone in life has been reached, or an obstacle in life 
has been navigated and now sits in the rearview mirror.  A new job, a new 
relationship, a new baby.  I think we would all agree that all of those are 



great times to praise God for his goodness to us.  In fact, I think that deep 
down we all realize that there is no such thing as a bad time to praise 
God.  It just so happens that so often praise doesn’t come naturally.  

So, whether or not you woke up feeling like praise today, let’s consider 
these words of praise, written down by the Apostle Paul, chosen for us 
today.  33 Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of 
God! How unsearchable are his judgments and how untraceable his 
ways! 34 “For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who has been 
his adviser?” 35 “Or who has first given to God that he will be repaid?” 
36 For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be 
the glory forever! Amen.  

We’ll spend the rest of our time looking at these marvelous words of God, 
meaningful words to us who quite honestly don’t praise God 
enough.  These words are meaningful because as he models praise, Paul 
also teaches us to praise; in particular he leads us to a greater realization 
of why to praise God, when to praise God, and how to praise God.  

First of all, why praise God?  Honestly, it’s quite simple—because he is 
God.  Some of us might remember the name Ken Jennings.  Do you 
remember what he is famous for?  Back in 2004, Jennings set a record for 
the longest winning streak on the well-known game show Jeopardy!, 
defeating the other contestants 74 times in a row before he lost.  Over 
$2,000,000 in prize money during that stretch, and he became a household 
name because he is so smart.  Is that praiseworthy?  If you don’t think so, 
try and do better.  Now compare Ken Jennings, or Albert Einstein, or 
Leonardo Da Vinci or any other great thinker to God.  As impressive as it 
might be when certain people are able to learn, and remember, and 
process, and invent, how much more impressive it is that every single gift 
and talent that anyone has all comes from the same place.  All knowledge 
comes from God.  God has no need to learn, because he already 
knows.  He has no need to experiment, because he created the laws of 
nature, and every element, and every organism, and put them all together 
in our world that is just a small speck in an infinite universe.  God is so 
wise, and so big, and so powerful that we cannot even begin to grasp the 
fullness of who he is.  But even from what we know, we have limitless 
reasons to praise him.  Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and 
knowledge of God!... from him and through him and to him are all 
things.  To him be the glory forever!  



Praise God because he is God.  When?  We already covered the church 
times, and the happy times, but this one is different.  Paul provides the 
context right in the middle, where he says, “How unsearchable are his 
judgments and how untraceable his ways! 34 “For who has known the 
mind of the Lord, or who has been his adviser?”  This is a big point that 
we don’t want to miss here, because Paul does something that we don’t 
usually do.  With these words, St. Paul is praising God when he is most 
confused about the way God works.  The longer we live, the more we 
realize that God doesn’t work the way we want him to.  Anyone can look at 
a hurricane and the destruction that a storm can leave behind, and they 
can easily question how a loving God can let such things happen.  Or 
maybe it’s closer to home, and you think about how you had your ideal life 
as a Christian planned out, with a happy family and a nice home and all the 
good things you would do with your lottery winnings, and on so many 
levels, you have opportunity to be disappointed at the way things really 
worked out.  No, God doesn’t always do things the way we do.  

But Paul would tell us that those are exactly the times to look toward God 
with the highest praise, in those times when it strikes us how uniquely God 
operates.  When it comes to heaven and hell, people have come up with all 
kinds of suggestions for how God should work.  Paul reminds us, though, 
that God doesn’t need any advice.  Just think, if God just went ahead and 
let people like us into heaven the way we are, what kind of a place would 
heaven be?  Wouldn’t it be just like our lives now, with jealousy and 
competition and arguments, with bitterness and rudeness and hurtful 
words.  That doesn’t sound like a heaven worth dying for.  But here’s where 
it gets really good.  As flawed and corrupted as you and I were, God 
determined that we were worth dying for, and so he sent his immortal Son 
to take on mortality, to model perfection and then to suffer without justice, 
to die without a Father, and to conquer death by his own rising from the 
grave.  He did all this so that we could enter heaven forgiven, freed from 
sin and made like him.  In Jesus Christ, we have a glimpse of an 
unknowable God who makes himself known in suffering, and sacrifice, and 
salvation, all so that we, who could not come to God on our own, are drawn 
to him by his unbreakable love.  We never would have come up with a plan 
like that, but we praise him eternally for the way he saved us, without any 
help or advice or even a request from us.  35 “Or who has first given to 
God that he will be repaid?” … To him be the glory forever!  



One more question about praise.  How do we praise him?  This is key, 
because I believe it is one of the most misunderstood words in the 
Christian vocabulary.  Every year I ask the confirmation students the 
question, and every year they say the same things.  How do we praise 
God?  “We pray to him,” they say; and they are correct.  “We sing to him,” 
they say, and they are also correct.   But if that is all praise is to us, then we 
are missing out on so much opportunity.  

How did Paul praise God here?  His words have an “Amen” at the end, so it 
looks like a prayer.  It’s possible that these words also had a melody, so 
maybe it was a song, too.  But look at the words on the paper and then 
realize that one of the greatest ways that St. Paul praised God was by 
writing these words down in a letter.  In other words, he told the Roman 
Christians about God and how great he is and what God had done for 
them.  And the Roman Christians heard those words, and made copies and 
shared them with other people, and so here we are today, hearing a gospel 
message that still exists among us today because people kept hearing and 
people kept sharing.  And God is eternally praised by all those believers 
throughout the generations who have come to know their Savior through 
the message of Jesus Christ.  How do we praise God?  Isn’t our highest 
praise in proclaiming what God has done for us, so that others may know 
the same unknowable God who has made himself known to us in Jesus 
Christ?  

Today is the perfect time for praise.  As different as we may be, we come 
together in the same place and say the same words and sing the same 
songs of praise to our God.  He is worthy.  But you know what?  Tomorrow 
is the perfect time for praise, too.  We might even say that tomorrow will be 
an even bigger chance to praise God when we go our separate ways and 
live out our individual callings for the praise and glory of God. Look for 
ways to share the gospel message of Jesus Christ with people who aren’t 
here today, and multiply these praises as you proclaim the wonders of our 
praiseworthy God.    To him be the glory forever! Amen. 


