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13:1 Everyone must submit to the governing authorities. For no 
authority exists except by God, and the authorities that do exist have 
been established by God. 2 Therefore the one who rebels against the 
authority is opposing God’s institution, and those who oppose will 
bring judgment on themselves. 
3 For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to evil. Would you 
like to have no fear of the one in authority? Do what is good, and you 
will receive praise from him, 4 because he is God’s servant for your 
benefit. But if you do wrong, be afraid, because he does not carry the 
sword without reason. He is God’s servant, a punisher to bring wrath 
on the wrongdoer. 5 Therefore it is necessary to submit, not only 
because of wrath, but also because of conscience. 
6 For this reason you also pay taxes, because the authorities are 
God’s ministers, who are employed to do this very thing. 7 Pay what 
you owe to all of them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to 
whom revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is owed, and honor 
to whom honor is owed. 
8 Do not owe anyone anything except to love one another, for the one 
who loves another has fulfilled the law. 9 For the commandments—do 
not commit adultery, do not murder, do not steal, do not covet (and if 
there is any other commandment)—are summed up in this statement: 
“Love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no harm to a neighbor, 
so love is the fulfillment of the law. 

Dear Friends and Fellow Redeemed, 

What are some benefits of being a “citizen”?  There’s probably a lot that 
comes to mind.  You get protection from enemies.  You have a stable 
society to live your life.  You are entitled to a certain measure of freedoms 
and rights.  The list goes on from there.  But have you ever thought of it 
from the other way?  What are your responsibilities as a citizen?  Any city 
or nation or organization has some measure of expectation of those who 
are members or citizens.  Maybe you think of paying taxes, participation in 
civic things like elections, or just general obedience to laws.  Most people 
probably expect that from their fellow citizens.  

As a citizen of God’s spiritual kingdom, the same thing is true. There are 
many ways that our citizenship brings great blessing into our lives – a 
restored relationship with God, citizenship in the kingdom of heaven after 



we die, guidance for our lives now, and so much more.  But have you ever 
thought about the expectations God has of the citizens of his 
kingdom?  That’s what today’s scripture readings are about.  God reminds 
us that as citizens of his kingdom, we are  

RESPONSIBLE FOR SHOWING LOVE  

to a world that has never seen or experienced it in the way God offers it.  

That was really what the first lesson and the gospel had in common, wasn’t 
it?  Showing God’s Love.  God called Ezekiel to be a spiritual watchman – 
charged with warning people of the spiritual danger they were standing 
in.  If you do not speak to warn the wicked man against his way, that 
wicked man will die because of his guilt, but I will also hold you 
responsible for his blood (Ezekiel 33:8).  We are responsible for showing 
love, and part of that is doing everything we can to prevent people from 
dying in sin and suffering eternal punishment.  In today’s gospel, Jesus 
instructed his disciples about the same thing – even going so far as to give 
them a step by step pattern of sorts to use as a guideline.  

In today’s second lesson, the apostle Paul shares some real-life examples 
of what it looks like when we go out of our houses into the world and carry 
out our responsibility to show god’s love, with a world that desperately 
needs it. 

When it comes to love, you’d be hard pressed to find a place in American 
society that is more in need of something resembling love than American 
politics.  Just take a minute and think about what kinds of things have been 
said by both sides of the aisle over the last decade about the last three 
men who have occupied the White House.  Pretty harsh, and it doesn’t look 
like it’s getting any better.  Look at the controversy over law enforcement, 
over Covid-19, over the BLM movement, over legislation that has passed, 
over people who have been appointed to serve in various positions – you 
find the same things there.  And it really doesn’t matter what side of the 
political aisle you find yourself on, there is one thing we can all agree on: 
there’s not much love out there!  

Sadly, that’s the way it’s always been.  The first readers of Romans likely 
observed the very same thing in their politics.  After all, this was the Roman 
empire that had suffered repeated bloody assassinations and brutal 



transitions of power over the last couple of decades.  It was a Roman 
Empire that had been ruled by the great Emperor Augustus and the insane 
Emperor Caligula, who appointed his favorite horse to an important 
government position.  It was an empire currently ruled by Nero – although 
his true character as a cruel and vindictive sponsor of persecution was still 
in the future.  It was an empire where those who collected taxes were 
allowed to personally enrich themselves by collecting extra, where the 
government sponsored brutal slaughters in the name of sport – and the list 
goes on and on from there.  There’s not much love out there!  

But despite that turmoil, despite the shortcomings of those who hold office, 
despite the ways that leaders might abuse their office, listen to what Paul 
says: 1 Everyone must submit (in bible usage, submitting is voluntary, 
something someone chooses to do because it’s the right thing to do) to the 
governing authorities. For no authority exists except by God, and the 
authorities that do exist have been established by God. 2 Therefore 
the one who rebels against the authority (or refuses to recognize the 
authority or refuses to respect the authority, it’s all the same) is opposing 
God’s institution, and those who oppose will bring judgment on 
themselves. It doesn’t matter whether the authority figure is brilliant or 
inept – it’s the person whom God has placed in that position, and he has 
done so for the good of his people.  3 For rulers are not a terror to good 
conduct, but to evil. Would you like to have no fear of the one in 
authority? Do what is good, and you will receive praise from him, 
4 because he is God’s servant for your benefit. But if you do wrong, be 
afraid, because he does not carry the sword without reason. He is 
God’s servant, a punisher to bring wrath on the wrongdoer. Of course, 
sin running rampant causes exceptions, but in general God sets up the 
governing authorities to bless us with an orderly society, and our regular 
interactions with the authorities reflect that blessing.  6 For this reason you 
also pay taxes, because the authorities are God’s ministers, who are 
employed to do this very thing. 7 Pay what you owe to all of them: 
taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, 
respect to whom respect is owed, and honor to whom honor is owed.  

It all makes sense, but it really goes against the natural order of things in 
our world, doesn’t it?  It's far more natural to speak disparagingly of leaders 
with whom you disagree instead of honor them, and we see it all around 



us.  It’s far more natural not to respect the rule of law and look for loop 
holes and exceptions, perhaps thinking that traffic laws apply to every car 
except the one that I’m driving.  It’s far more natural to have a grudging 
attitude when paying taxes, to gripe and complain about how those taxes 
are used.  And that’s not surprising, because the natural setting of the 
world is sinfulness and rebellion against God and any institution he sets 
up.  And that’s what gives us the opportunity to carry out our responsibility 
of showing love for God in a world that is filled with sin and its destructive 
consequences.  Think about what that might look like.  

Political discourse marked by respect out of love for God would sure stand 
out from the crowd, wouldn’t it?  What if people noticed – those Christians – 
they don’t game the government system to benefit themselves at the 
expense of others.  Those Christians – they actually respect politicians and 
authorities whom I KNOW they disagree with on fundamental 
issues.  Those Christians – they are willing to look past political differences 
and talk to me as a person.  Those Christians – they’re all about showing 
love.  Might that open the door to some spiritual conversations?  Might that 
kind of reputation make it a little easier to be a “watchman” as Ezekiel 
was?  We are responsible for showing love, and God works through that 
love in society to build his kingdom.  

What is true in society as a whole is also true on an individual level.  When 
it comes to the other people in our lives, once again we are responsible for 
showing love.  Paul writes, 8 Do not owe anyone anything except to love 
one another, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. 9 For 
the commandments—do not commit adultery, do not murder, do not 
steal, do not covet (and if there is any other commandment)—are 
summed up in this statement: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 
10 Love does no harm to a neighbor, so love is the fulfillment of the 
law. In modern popular culture, Christians are often accused of being mean 
spirited and unkind.  Imagine what opportunities might arise when people 
find out by experience that such accusations are not correct!  Those 
Christians – they’re always willing to listen, they’re interested in me as a 
person.  Those Christians – I know they don’t agree with everything I do, 
but they’re willing to listen, to discuss, to talk through the issue from one 
person to another.  Those Christians – I don’t know them very well, but I 
can tell that if I was in great need, they’d try to help.  Those Christians – I 



might have different political view than them, but for once that doesn’t 
matter.  They see me as a person.  our responsibility is to show love, and 
who knows what kinds of opportunities there might be to speak of far 
deeper spiritual matters?  

But for as good as all that sounds, living it is not very easy, is it.  Because 
the opportunities are so plentiful, and because God’s love and forgiveness 
is so powerful, it’s not surprising at all that the devil tries everything he can 
to disrupt our attempts to show love.  And so, he throws before us all the 
shortcomings of our leaders.  And he invites us to complain when we don’t 
agree with them.  And he tells us they don’t deserve our respect, hoping 
that we will forget that it’s God who allowed them into their positions in the 
first place.  He encourages us to look at people only as far as they can be 
useful to us.  He invites us to look down our noses at those who struggle 
with various sins.  These, and so many more attacks, anything he can do to 
hinder our responsibility to show love, anything he can do to prevent God’s 
kingdom from being built, anything he can to do tear you and me out of it – 
this he will do, and if you and I were left to our own devices, we’d shirk our 
responsibility far more quickly than we’d like to admit.  Sometimes it seems 
like an overwhelming burden.  

But we aren’t left to our own devices.  That’s why Paul doesn’t bring this up 
until the 13th chapter of Romans.  Our responsibility to show love only 
works when we first understand the love God has for us and just how 
deeply that has changed our lives and saved us from that sinful natural 
state of the world.  It happened with Jesus, who also was responsible for 
showing love – that’s as good a summary as any of his mission as the 
Messiah – and he did it perfectly.  His life was never marred by disrespect 
or selfishness.  He never squandered an opportunity to share his spiritual 
gifts.  He showed perfect love in every way – even turning his love into 
action when he laid down his life for us so that he could win forgiveness for 
all the times when we have fallen short of our responsibilities.  With Jesus 
at our side, our responsibility to show love is not a burden – it’s just the 
natural way of life for the new person God has created inside us.  Speaking 
about a Christian’s respect for the governing authorities, even those with 
whom he might not agree, Luther said, “a good tree does not need any 
teaching or law in order to bear good fruit.  It is rather its nature to bear fruit 
according to its kind without any law and teaching.  A man would be a fool 



to make a book of laws and statutes telling an apple tree how to bear 
apples and not thorns.”  Brothers and sisters, our nature has been 
changed.  Our sin has been forgiven.  We have been entrusted with the 
responsibility to show love – so let’s look for chances to do that, and let’s 
rejoice when God lets us see what he brings about through us.  Amen.  

 


