
20th Sunday after Pentecost 
Isaiah 5:1-7 

Sermon #1058 
October 15 & 18, 2020 
Erich Jonathan Hoeft 

  

  



5:1 Let me sing for my loved one a song about my loved one’s 
vineyard. My loved one had a vineyard on a fertile ridge. 2 He dug it up 
and gathered the stones out of it. He planted it with the best vines. He 
built a tower in the middle of it. He also cut a winepress into it. He 
expected it to produce clusters of sweet grapes, but it produced only 
sour grapes.  
3 So now, you residents of Jerusalem and you men of Judah, judge 
between me and my vineyard. 4 What more could have been done for 
my vineyard 
that I have not already done for it? When I expected it to produce 
clusters of sweet grapes, why did it produce sour grapes? 
5 Now, let me tell you what I will do to my vineyard. I will take away its 
hedge, and it will become a pasture. I will break down its wall, and it 
will be trampled down. 6 I will make it a wasteland. It will not be pruned 
or hoed. 
So briers and thorns will shoot up. I will also command the clouds not 
to pour rain on it.  
7 Yes, the vineyard of the LORD of Armies is the house of Israel, and 
the men of Judah are the planting that was pleasing to him. He 
expected justice, but instead there was oppression. He expected 
righteousness, but there was an outcry. 

Dear Friends and Fellow Redeemed, 

A man adopts a little baby boy. He provides that little baby boy with 
everything he could need. He gives him a warm house to live in, tucks him 
into bed each night, feeds him when he is hungry, changes his little, dirty 
diapers. He teaches him how to walk, and later, how to tie his shoes. He 
holds him and hugs him when he has skinned his knee. He throws him 
parties for his birthdays and has a pile of presents waiting for him under the 
tree every Christmas. He plays Legos with him for hours on end. When he 
is old enough, he drives his boy to school every morning and picks him up 
every afternoon. He helps him with his homework in the evenings and 
spends hours co-designing his science fair projects. He chases around 
town taking his boy to baseball games and piano practices. He attends 
every one of those games and every one of those recitals. He takes his boy 
Disneyworld. He buys him a brand-new car for his sixteenth birthday. He 
spends thousands of dollars sending him to a private high school to give 



him a better chance at getting into a better college. He spends thousands 
more to send him to that college.  

Now, the boy is grown. And he will have nothing to do with his father. He 
does not call. He does not write. He does not visit. He is busy doing his 
own thing and has neither the time nor the inclination to contact the man 
who has given him everything. Unless, of course, he runs short on cash. 
Then, Dad gets a phone call from the boy wondering when he can expect a 
check.  

How does such a situation make you feel? Doesn’t it ignite anger in your 
heart? You don’t even know the man and his son. But, it still makes you 
angry. This level of ingratitude is simply too much.  

This is the level of ingratitude the prophet Isaiah was describing in our first 
reading this morning. Except, instead of a man and his son, he used the 
picture of a farmer and his vineyard. In Isaiah’s story, God is the farmer and 
the people of Israel are the vineyard. Isaiah wrote, “My loved one had a 
vineyard on a fertile ridge. He dug it up and gathered the stones out of 
it. He planted it with the best vines. He built a tower in the middle of it. 
He also cut a winepress into it. He expected it to produce clusters of 
sweet grapes, but it produced only sour grapes” (5:1-2). The farmer did 
everything possible to allow the vineyard to produce good grapes. Instead, 
it yielded only bad.  

The LORD had done everything possible to allow the Israelites to produce 
God-pleasing lives and to have a vibrant, thriving relationship with Him. He 
had chosen them, out of all the nations of the earth, to be His special 
people. He had delivered them from slavery in Egypt and given them 
victory after victory over their enemies so that they could inhabit the land 
He had promised them. He had given them prophets to stand as a 
watchtower and warn them about threats to their souls. He had built a 
hedge around them by commanding them to eat a special diet and observe 
special festivals. This diet and these festivals would set them apart from the 
heathen nations all around them so that they did not fall into the idolatry 
those nations practiced. And, most importantly, the LORD had promised that 
the Savior of this world would be one of their descendants. They had the 
promise of eternal life with the LORD. 



And what did they do with all these advantages? They squandered them. 
They took them for granted. They failed to follow God’s commands. Instead 
of finding appreciative, obedient lives among His people, God found 
disobedience and indifference among His people.  

In the verses immediately following our reading, Isaiah identifies two sins of 
which the people of Israel were guilty. Listen: “Woe to you who join 
house to house, who connect field to field, until there is no room left, 
except room for you alone to live in the middle of the land” (5:8)! He is 
describing greed. These people never had enough. They lived for their 
wealth rather than for their Lord.  

And then: “Woe to those who rise up early in the morning to chase 
after beer, who stay up late into the night until wine inflames them. 
Harp, lyre, drum, flute, and wine are at their drinking parties, but they 
have no regard for the work of the LORD, nor have they paid attention 
to what his hands are doing” (5:11-12). There is nothing wrong with 
having a good time. But, these people were so obsessed with partying that 
they had no time for or interest in the work of the LORD.  

When the LORD had every right to expect a bumper crop of God-pleasing 
actions out of the His chosen people, there was nothing but empty vines.  

You can hear the heartbreak in God’s voice when He said through Isaiah, 
“So now, you residents of Jerusalem and you men of Judah, judge 
between me and my vineyard. What more could have been done for 
my vineyard 
that I have not already done for it? When I expected it to produce 
clusters of sweet grapes, why did it produce sour” (5:3-4)?  

We know what the LORD said about His people twenty-seven hundred 
years ago. One wonders what the LORD might say about His people today. 
How have we responded to all that the LORD has done for us? Have we 
been as grateful as His goodness deserves? Have we produced a bumper 
crop of God-pleasing words and actions? Or, does the LORD wonder why 
He so often discovers empty vines?  

We could discuss many areas of our lives in which the fruit is rather sparse. 
But, let’s just talk for a bit about the two areas Isaiah mentioned to the 
people of his day.  



First, he warned his people about their greed. Clearly, greed is nothing 
new. The 1980’s is often portrayed as a decade of greed. But, in reality, 
every decade since Adam and Eve’s fall into sin has been a decade of 
greed. There is nothing wrong with wanting to be successful and provide a 
comfortable life for you and your loved ones. What is wrong is allowing our 
passion for material things become greater than our passion for the Lord’s 
work. The United States is the wealthiest nation on the earth. And yet, 
many congregations struggle to meet their budget every year. How can this 
be? Is it because the good Lord has not supplied us with the means to 
carry out the work He has given us? Or, is it rather, that we have the 
means but we do not have the desire to put those means to work for 
spreading God’s Word?  

Or, how about the second area mentioned by Isaiah? The people of Israel 
were so busy partying that they did not have time for or interest in the work 
of the Lord. He said that they had, “…no regard for the work of the LORD, 
nor have they paid attention to what his hands are doing.”  

Not only are we the wealthiest people on earth, but we have more leisure 
time than the vast majority of people in the history of our planet. How much 
of that time are we using to further the work of the Lord? There is nothing 
wrong with having fun. In fact, fun is a gift from the Lord. But, when our fun 
becomes more important than our faith, it is a slap in God’s face. After all 
He has done for us, to tell Him that we do not have time for Him - to tell 
Him we are too busy to visit Him in His house or too distracted to spend 
time speaking to Him in prayer or that our schedule is too full to serve in 
His church – is no different than that son who had no time for his father.  

Remember how angry that story made you? Remember your sense of 
outrage at that son’s lack of gratitude for his father? Imagine how outraged 
our Heavenly Father is when we give Him so little time and attention – until, 
of course, we are short on cash or are diagnosed with a disease or are 
facing another of life’s crises. Then, like that son, we call on Him for help.  

Can you imagine how you would react to someone treating you this way? I 
expect most of us would say, “Forget it. I am not putting up with this any 
longer. For you to treat me this way after all I have done for you? You are 
on your own.”  



And that is precisely how the Lord could react to how we treat our 
relationship with Him. Instead, He reaches out to us time and time again, 
calling us back, pleading with us to restore our relationship with Him. That 
was why He sent the prophet Isaiah. He was calling His people back, 
pleading with them to return to Him.  

The wonderful thing is, it is never too late to return to Him. Think back to 
the father and his adopted son. Do you suppose that father would ever 
refuse to restore his relationship with his son? If his son were to visit him 
and say, “I am so sorry. I have been so unappreciative of all you have 
given me and done for me. Please forgive me. Let me show you how 
grateful I am.” Do you suppose that father would say, “Forget it!?” No, not 
that loving father.  

And not our loving Father. When we confess that we have not been as 
appreciative as His goodness deserves, when we ask Him to forgive us 
and beg Him to allow us to show how grateful we are, He welcomes us with 
open arms.  

So, no matter how rough your relationship with the Lord has been in the 
past, leave it in the past. Leave it two thousand years in the past, on the 
cross of Christ. Start fresh this day. Show Him how grateful you are – with 
your time and your attention and your wealth and your resources. Let 
everything you have and everything you do say, “Thank you, Father!” 
Unlike that wayward son, SHOW YOUR FATHER YOUR APPRECIATION. 
Amen. 


