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22:1 Jesus spoke to them again in parables. He said, 2 “The kingdom of 
heaven is like a certain king who prepared a wedding banquet for his 
son. 3 He sent out his servants to summon those who were invited to 
the wedding banquet, but they did not want to come. 
4 “Then he sent out other servants and said, ‘Tell those who are 
invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner. My oxen and my fattened 
cattle have been butchered, and everything is ready. Come to the 
wedding banquet!’ 
5 “But those who were invited paid no attention and went off, one to 
his own farm, another to his business. 6 The rest seized the king’s 
servants, mistreated them, and killed them. 7 As a result, the king was 
very angry. He sent his army and killed those murderers and burned 
their town. 
8 “Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding banquet is ready, but 
those who were invited were not worthy. 9 So go to the main 
crossroads and invite as many as you find to the wedding banquet.’ 
10 Those servants went out to the roads and gathered together 
everyone they found, both good and bad, and the wedding hall was 
filled with guests. 11 But when the king came in to see the guests, he 
saw a man there who was not wearing wedding clothes. 12 He said to 
him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without wearing wedding 
clothes?’ The man was speechless. 13 Then the king told the servants, 
‘Tie him hand and foot and throw him into the outer darkness where 
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 14 For many are called, 
but few are chosen.” 

Dear Friends and Fellow Redeemed, 

When Jesus tells a parable, you want to watch for something unexpected, 
something unusual because that is the important clue to understanding the 
whole parable. But this parable is almost entirely unexpected. 

The parable starts out great. A king is throwing a wedding feast for his son. 
So far, so good. A nice king, a nice event, good food. Let’s get this party 
started. The king sends out his servants to call the invited guests to come. 
So, notice this is the second invitation. The first one came in the mail, and 
now the king’s servants are out to let everyone know that it’s time to party. 
But nobody comes. Normally, people would fight and clamor to be at such 



an event, but not in this parable. The people don’t come. The parable is 
already getting strange. 

The king issues a third invitation. He again sends out his servants to tell the 
guests, “Come to the wedding feast. The food is ready. The meat is laid 
out. The table is set. Come to the wedding feast.” But some pay no 
attention to the servants. One heads off to his farm, another walks off to his 
business. But it’s about to get more shocking. 

The rest of the people seize the king’s servants, treat them shamefully, and 
kill them. Some way to treat the king. Ignore his letters, brush off his 
messengers, and then grab his servants, beat them up, treat them 
shamefully, and murder them. Usually, a murderer has some motive. 
Rarely, there are random murders – just being in the wrong place at the 
wrong time. But this goes beyond that – it makes no sense. 

Word of the murderous mob gets back to the king, and he is angry. Yes, 
he’s angry – righteously so. The king is done sending his servants. Now, he 
sends in the troops. Justice falls swiftly. His army invades the city, destroys 
the murderers, and burns everything to the ground. 

A day that began with the anticipation of the king for his party has turned 
into a day of blood, ruin, smoke, and ashes. You would think the king would 
be sitting in a tower of his castle looking over the smoldering ruins and just 
give up on his party. But the surprises keep coming because this king’s 
ways are not our ways, and His thoughts are not our thoughts (Is. 55:8-9). 

The king turns around, almost as though nothing has happened, and says 
to his servants, “The wedding banquet is ready, but those who were 
invited were not worthy.” (Notice that. Those who were invited were not 
worthy.) “9 So go to the main crossroads and invite as many as you 
find to the wedding banquet.” 

This is the fourth invitation from the king and the third time the king sends 
out his servants to bring people into the wedding feast. And I bet those 
servants go out a little timidly, but they don’t dare refuse to go. They find 
people here and there. And you can almost imagine the first time the 
servants start to tell random people about the feast they are hesitant. 
“Excuse me. Yeah, um, hi. The king is throwing a wedding feast. What’s 
that? Yeah, ignore the smoke. The king would like you to come to his 



banquet. Um, there’s like a lot of good food. And, um, yeah. You should 
come.” 

And they do. People start to come. In fact, now everyone these servants 
meet is eager to go to the feast. Good people, respectable people, and 
average Joes come. And bad people, ugly and smelly people, losers, and 
even shady characters come. Everyone this third group of servants meet is 
invited to the banquet hall, and every seat is taken. 

Finally, the king has what he wanted – a party, a hall full of guests 
celebrating the wedding of his son. 

Now, the parable isn’t done, but we have to pause briefly here. The guests 
who were invited first, the guests who didn’t come and now lie on the 
ground dead, the king has called ‘unworthy.’ And the guests who finally fill 
the king’s hall are ‘both good and bad.’ This is an important detail, so don’t 
miss it. 

This parable is about being worthy to be at the feast. But that worthiness 
has nothing to do with being good or bad. Nothing whatsoever. 

The rest of the parable drives this home. The king’s hall is filled. The music 
is playing. The food is being distributed. The guests are having a good 
time. And, now, the king comes into the banquet room. He looks over the 
crowd smiling at the guests who have come to his feast. But there over at 
table 72 is a man who has no wedding garment. He is there in his smelly, 
sweat-stained cloths with dusty, dirty feet. 

The king makes his way through the crowd, dodges waiters with trays, and 
bumps the backs of a few chairs. He stands before the man with no 
wedding garment and says, “Hey pal, how did you get in here without a 
wedding garment?” 

Remember, all these guests had been pulled off the street, so none of them 
would have had the proper attire to be at such a fancy feast. The wedding 
garments the king expected everyone to have would have been paid for by 
the king and given out by his servants at the door. 

So, when the king addresses this rascal, “Hey buster, how did you get in 
here without a wedding garment?” the man is speechless. The man had no 



excuse because he knows that he has been caught refusing and rejecting 
the king’s gift. 

So, the king says to his servants, “Tie him hand and foot and throw him 
into the outer darkness where there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth.” 

Fellow sinners, the Jesus who tells this parable is not soft. He isn’t a 
Precious Moments Jesus. Jesus tells this parable today to shake us up and 
remind us who He is – He is the Lord, the King of all Creation, the Holy 
Ruler of all things. And Jesus tells this parable to remind you who you are – 
unworthy beggars brought in from the street. Yet, He has graciously, 
lovingly, carefully made you worthy to be at His feast by His grace and His 
provision. 

Your God is into feasts and parties and merry-making. His feast goes on, 
and He wants you there. He wants you to celebrate with Him, so He has 
provided you with everything you need to be at the feast. Don’t reject His 
invitation. Don’t reject His robe of righteousness. 

On the cross, Jesus provided everything for you. He gave everything so 
you could have it all. His poured out His own blood for you. He gives His 
perfect righteousness to you. In Christ, you are washed. In Christ, you are 
clothed. In Christ, you have no spot or wrinkle. In Christ, you are holy and 
without blemish (Eph. 5:26-27). 

So repent. Be dressed in the holiness and perfection of Jesus. Come to the 
wedding feast. Hear His invitation that your soul may live. And don’t be 
afraid to invite others to this feast no matter who they are. Amen. 

 

 


