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27 Then the governor’s soldiers took Jesus into the Praetorium and 
gathered the whole cohort of soldiers around him. 28 They stripped 
him and put a scarlet robe on him. 29 They twisted together a crown of 
thorns and put it on his head. They put a staff in his right hand, knelt 
in front of him, and mocked him by saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 
30 They spit on him, took the staff, and hit him repeatedly on his head. 
31 After they had mocked him, they took off the robe and put his own 
clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify him. 

Dear Friends and Fellow Redeemed in Christ,  

Judging from the number of books, movies, and media mini-series devoted 
to the topic, we could make the case that the general population has a 
fascination with royalty.  Why is this? One reason might simply be the 
math.  In comparison to the rest of us, they are so few, and that alone 
makes them noteworthy.   But perhaps the bigger reason is because kings 
and queens and princes and princesses with all their attendant privileges 
and powers seem to lead the kind of charmed fairy-tale lives that ordinary 
people only dream of living. However, history tells us otherwise.  History 
makes it clear that despite their privileged positions, members of royal 
households are not by any means perfect.  Some are better than others, 
but all are flawed, sinful human beings just like everyone else.  So, while 
they may be regal, they are imperfectly regal. 

Today is the final Sunday of the Church Year, designated as “Christ the 
King” Sunday. Our Scripture lessons remind us of our Lord’s royalty and 
majesty.  Countless kings have lived before and since that 33-year period 
when Jesus walked the earth, but he is different from them all.  

In him we find no errors.   No mistakes in judgment.   No abuse of 
power.   No moral lapses.  In him we find perfection.  Others may be regal, 
but only he is 

PERFECTLY REGAL 

As we consider our Gospel lesson and the events that surround it, we’ll see 
our King carrying out his duties for us as 

1. The Perfect Provider 
2. The Perfect Ruler 
3. The Perfect Model 



You will recall the setting for our lesson.  It is an early hour on the first 
Good Friday, perhaps just after first light.  Jesus had been arrested the 
night before and subjected to a mock trial convened illegally by Jewish 
leaders normally consumed by the letter of the law, but willing to make an 
exception in this case.  Jesus is now brought before the Roman Governor.  

This was a grudging, but necessary final step due to the fact the Jewish 
people were under Roman rule.  The leaders are expecting him to 
formalize and legalize the death sentence they had already passed on 
Jesus.   The governor’s name is Pontius Pilate. 

Pilate had been around the block with these people many times before.  He 
had a pretty good idea that a railroad job was in the works.   But he was 
called upon to govern.  And govern he did.  

The Jewish leaders had shrewdly concocted about the only charge that 
would guarantee Pilate’s attention.  They accuse Jesus of setting himself 
up as a rival king to the Roman Emperor.  So, he questions Jesus.  He 
asks if he is a king.  In the Gospel of John Jesus indicates the answer is 
“Yes,” but then adds: “My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom 
were of this world, my servants would fight so that I would not be 
handed over to the Jews. But now my kingdom is not from here” 
(John 18:36). 

In other words, he is a king.  Just not the kind Pilate expected.  And, we 
might add, not the kind of king a lot of other people in this world are looking 
for… 

One of the best-known miracles of Jesus was the feeding of the five 
thousand.  Do you remember what happened after everyone had their fill 
and twelve basketsful of leftovers had been gathered?  The Gospel of John 
tells us: “When Jesus realized that they intended to come and take him 
by force to make him king, he withdrew again to the mountain by 
himself” (John 6:15).    

Everyone with a belly full of food they hadn’t sown or grown or caught or 
bought thought this was a pretty good deal.  If Jesus could become their 
permanent bread-king and meet all their earthly needs on demand, well, life 
would be pretty sweet. 



The idea of an on-demand God is indeed very attractive, and to this day 
that is what many people desire in Jesus.  Someone to always give them 
whatever they want when they want it, and conversely, to always spare 
them from any unpleasantries.  There is only one problem:  That is not the 
Jesus of Scripture. That is a fabricated deity.  

If there is anything Jesus made abundantly clear throughout his teaching 
and preaching, it is that he’s not that kind of king.  He is a spiritual king who 
came for a spiritual purpose.  

That purpose was not to expand border lines or conquer other nations or 
build earthly monuments to himself or to make life entirely trouble-free for 
his subjects.  This King’s purpose was to carry out the meaning of his 
personal name, Jesus, which means “Savior.”  So named, the angel told 
his foster father Joseph in a dream 33 years previous, because “He will 
save his people from their sins” (Matthew 1:21). 

Our lesson indicates the great lengths of humility, pain and injustice Jesus 
underwent to do this.  In the days leading up to these events, Jesus told his 
disciples that he would be turned over to “Gentiles to be mocked and 
flogged and crucified” (Matthew 20:19).  The Roman guards in our 
lesson carried it out.  Listen again: 
27 Then the governor’s soldiers took Jesus into the Praetorium and 
gathered the whole cohort of soldiers around him. 28 They stripped 
him and put a scarlet robe on him. 29 They twisted together a crown of 
thorns and put it on his head. They put a staff in his right hand, knelt 
in front of him, and mocked him by saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 
30 They spit on him, took the staff, and hit him repeatedly on his head. 
31 After they had mocked him, they took off the robe and put his own 
clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify him. 

They treated the King of Kings in a less-than-regal way.  But that was all 
part of the plan. 

The American author, Mark Twain, wrote a little book entitled “The Prince 
and the Pauper.”  It is the story of two English boys who discover that they 
look exactly alike. But they came from backgrounds that could not be 
farther apart. 



One was high-born royalty, the Prince of Wales.  His name was Edward 
Tudor, and one day he would become the king of England.  The other was 
a street urchin.  His name was Tom Canty, and his parents were so poor 
that he was left to grow up on his own. 

Through a series of circumstances these two exchange places and enter 
into each other’s world.  In short order the prince feels the effects of abuse 
and neglect that were altogether foreign to him, while the pauper 
experienced a level of attention and care he had never known or ever 
dared to imagine. 

That’s more than a kid’s story.  That’s our story.  Jesus became a pauper, 
so we might live as heavenly princes and princesses forever.  The Apostle 
Paul put it this way: “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that although he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that 
through his poverty you might become rich” (2 Corinthians 8:9). Christ 
the King is our Perfect Provider. 

He is also our Perfect Ruler.  Earlier in a conversation with Pontius Pilate 
Jesus proclaimed that he “came into the world to testify to the 
truth.”  He then made this assertion: “Everyone who belongs to the truth 
listens to my voice” (John 18:37). 

What exactly is the truth that Jesus testifies about?  The truth is Law and 
Gospel.  The truth is our sin and God’s grace.  The truth is the great swap 
God speaks of through the prophet Isaiah: “Though your sins are like 
scarlet, they will be as white as snow. Though they are as red as 
crimson, they will be like wool”  Because, in the words of John, “the 
blood of Jesus Christ, his Son, cleanses us from all sin” (1 John 1:7). 

And so we say – as we will in about a month – “Joy to the World!  He rules 
the world with truth and grace.”  Christ the King once said, “You will also 
know the truth, and the truth will set you free” (John 8:32).  

And under his perfect rulership that is exactly what we have – 
freedom.  Freedom from the condemnation of sin.  Freedom from 
worry.  Freedom from the slavery of trying to perform our way into 
heaven.  Freedom to live our lives to the glory of God.  Freedom to flourish 
spiritually under the gracious leadership of Christ the King… 



Who also serves as our Perfect Model.  Picture the scene in today’s 
lesson.  The almighty, all powerful, majestic Son of God is standing 
seemingly helpless before cruel and evil men.  Why’s he doing that?  It’s for 
us.  There he stands, a model of humility and devotion and service.  The 
ultimate model of selflessness and sacrifice.  His demeanor must not 
escape us.  He’s modeling love.  

And that is precisely what we as his disciples are to model before a 
watching world.  In fact, love is to be our distinguishing feature.  On the 
night before his crucifixion Jesus said this: “A new commandment I give 
you: Love one another. Just as I have loved you, so also you are to 
love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my 
disciples, if you have love for one another” (John 13:34-35). 

But, how do we do this?  Isn’t love just an emotion, a feeling?  What does 
love look like?  Love looks like Jesus.  1 Corinthians 13 is the great love 
chapter of the Bible.  It is an interesting and instructive exercise to 
substitute the word Jesus for love:  
4 JESUS is patient. JESUS is kind. JESUS does not envy. JESUS does 
not brag. JESUS is not arrogant. 5 JESUS does not behave indecently. 
JESUS is not selfish. JESUS is not irritable. JESUS does not keep a 
record of wrongs. 6 JESUS does not rejoice over unrighteousness but 
rejoices with the truth. 7 JESUS bears all things, believes all things, 
hopes all things, endures all things. 
8 JESUS never comes to an end. 
 

First and foremost, Jesus is our Savior.  But he is also the perfect model 
after which we are to pattern our lives.  

As we look back on this lesson, we must admit that Jesus is a most 
unusual king.  Instead of riches, he chooses poverty.  Instead of praise, he 
receives mockery.  Instead of seeking glory, he models humility. 

Someday – maybe sooner than we think – he will come to judge the world 
and take us to be his own in heaven.  On that day, all seeming 
contradictions will cease, and the world will see him for the true and 
perfectly regal King he is. 



But until that time, let us be about our King’s business – rejoicing in his 
perfect provision, devoting ourselves to his perfect truth, and ever striving 
to follow his perfect model before a watching world.  

May God empower each of us to be ever increasingly loyal subjects – and 
grateful ambassadors – of our King.  He deserves nothing less.   Amen. 


