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18 because Christ also suffered once for sins in our place, the 
righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to 
death in flesh but was made alive in spirit, 19 in which he also went 
and made an announcement to the spirits in prison. 20 These spirits 
disobeyed long ago, when God’s patience was waiting in the days of 
Noah while the ark was being built. In this ark a few, that is, eight 
souls, were saved by water. 21 And corresponding to that, baptism 
now saves you—not the removal of dirt from the body but the 
guarantee of a good conscience before God through the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ. 22 He went to heaven and is at the right hand of God, 
with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him. 

Dear Friends and Fellow Redeemed in Christ, 

So how many things in life can you name that are agathokakological? 
Agathokakological means “consisting of both good and bad.” There are 
many examples: maybe winning the lottery (instant wealth often leads to a 
life filled with emptiness and misery), or an all-you-can-eat buffet (seldom 
leaves you feeling good – maybe it’s just me), or free Lambeau Field 
tickets…in December… 

Did you know that Jesus’ second coming is agathokakological? It’s both 
good and bad at the same time depending on which side of Jesus you’re 
standing. The Apostle Peter encouraged his readers not to give up their 
spot with Jesus. He also knew that they were suffering, being persecuted 
for being Christians under the Roman emperor Nero. Peter didn’t want 
them to throw away the greatest blessing they had….otherwise something 
very good would become something very bad for them. 

Good & bad. Jesus’ second coming would only be a bad thing if not for his 
first coming. And Peter gets right to the heart of Jesus first coming when he 
describes the good/bad of his suffering. “Christ… suffered once for sins, 
the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God.” No one can 
compare their suffering to what Jesus suffered, because he was completely 
righteous, perfect, holy, faultless, and suffered as the substitute for every 
human being. We shudder to think about the pain, the torture, the horror of 
it all. Call it unjust and unfair. Call it a travesty of justice……. 

But we call the day of his suffering “good”, as in, Good Friday. And as sad 
and somber as that day still is, it’s the day that the God of love intervened 



to bring us to him. We couldn’t do that; only he could. And he did….by 
suffering for our sins and guilt. He had done nothing to deserve that but 
volunteered to take our place. Someone once said, “God permits what he 
hates to accomplish what he loves.” God hated the betrayal, the flogging, 
the execution of an innocent person… but he used exactly those things to 
save us. 

Do you see how important this is for today, the first Sunday in Advent? As 
we look forward to Jesus’ coming….at Christmas (three weeks from now!), 
we have to see the cross in the manger scene. If your Christmas 
preparation doesn’t have Jesus’ cross in view, and your holidays runs the 
gamut of eggnog to cookies, of presents to parties, of family to your favorite 
Christmas music – even coming to church – but you don’t see the good & 
bad of Good Friday, then we miss the point of Christmas. If your family can 
quote every line of every Christmas movie but not a word is spoken about 
why Jesus was born, then we really aren’t prepared…. even if all the 
Christmas shopping is done. 

Don’t let what actually is bad about Christmas – here in our culture: the 
commercialism, the distractions, the busyness – keep you from receiving 
what’s good. The Savior gave up his perfect life in heaven to be born…so 
he could suffer….so he could bring us to God. 

Before his next good-bad example, Peter goes off on a little tangent. After 
Jesus became alive again early that Easter morning, he went down to hell 
to proclaim his victory. He didn’t go there to suffer; we know that because 
on the cross he said, “It is finished.” Nor did he give the souls in hell or 
even Satan and his demons a second chance. No, the exalted Savior went 
to the eternal prison as the winner, the champion, the conqueror. Included 
in that audience were the millions and millions of souls who died in the 
great Flood.  

And that reminded Peter of another agathokakolgical event: the Flood. The 
Flood was completely a good/bad event. As the rain came from above and 
beneath for forty full days, chasing scared people to high ground, yet 
leaving them rescue-less, the ark slowly rose and stayed on top of the 
water. A sad tragedy, the deadliest event in terms of people dying in history 
that will never be matched until the final Judgment Day, has the good side 
to it. 



God preserved a family of eight: Noah, his wife, three sons and the sons’ 
wives survived so one day Mary would hear Gabriel’s announcement that 
she would give birth to Jesus. The ghastly loss of life is balanced by the 
greater Descendent of Noah through his son Shem. God’s act of judgment 
on those who turned their back on him was good in this respect: it provided 
the family for the Savior, so Jesus could be born, so millions and millions of 
people could be rescued. 

Do you see how this applies to you and me as we wait for Jesus’ second 
coming? With the start of every new month or birthday, it’s like the people 
walking past Noah’s ark and seeing that it was that much closer to being 
done. Every hurricane, every earthquake reminds that Jesus was not lying 
to us about coming back. His return is closer and closer each year, each 
month, each week, each day.  

The Flood has even a more personal good side to it: baptism. “…baptism 
now saves you—not the removal of dirt from the body but the 
guarantee of a good conscience before God through the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ.” Baptism is God’s legal and official proof (pledge) that 
your sins are forgiven and that your conscience is clear. This is actually the 
third time in the New Testament that God says baptism saves us. Jesus 
said in Mark 16, “Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved.” And 
Paul wrote to Titus, “[God] saved us…through the washing of rebirth 
and renewal by the Holy Spirit.” Baptism doesn’t save us apart from 
Jesus but like Paul would say later on, it saves us by the resurrection of 
Jesus – baptism connects us to Jesus’ death and resurrection. 

So do you see God’s hand in your life? It was only by the grace of God that 
Noah and his family were on the ark. It was only by the grace of God that 
you were invited on the “ark” of baptism. Someone brought you, someone 
baptized you, someone taught you, someone invited you. And it was the 
same God of grace who brought you safely through to this day.  

To help make that connection of the Flood to Baptism many Christians 
make a baptism font with eight sides. And if you think God isn’t doing much 
these days? In the country of India alone, there are estimated of 15,000 
baptisms a month; in China it’s a much higher number; around the 
world….it’s in the millions each year. So if a tear forms in your eye when 
you witness a baptism or you have urge to clap, that’s a reaction to God’s 



grace. And if you think that that feeling is a little overwhelming, remember 
the overwhelming feeling of relief and gratitude that those eight people had 
when they realized the ark was floating, and they were safe. 

And that is what we are. Safe. 

We prepare to meet Jesus this Christmas and at his second coming with a 
feeling of relief and gratitude. The good-bad of the second Advent becomes 
all good for us. Jesus has taken away our fear, our apprehension, our 
worry. Peter lists the things Jesus did for us as an accomplished fact – 
similar to the Apostles’ Creed. He suffered, died, descended to hell, rose 
from the dead, ascended to heaven, sits at God’s right hand. Those truths 
are the foundation of everything we believe – it’s a summary of Jesus’ work 
on our behalf. It’s all good. 

This Christmas season, you might see your holidays as agathokakological, 
good-bad. Maybe for you someone won’t be there, maybe someone’s 
health issues has changed the mood, maybe the older you get the faster it 
all seems to go. But with your eyes on Jesus, the good-bad becomes just 
good. 

Jesus already came and so our celebration reminds us what he already 
did. Jesus’ death for you – the righteous for the unrighteous – brought you 
to God. Celebrate that! Jesus coming to your heart in baptism and in Holy 
Communion and in his Word is not only God’s invitation to trust him, but it’s 
his promise to keep you close to him. And one day at his second Advent is 
here, somehow the good-bad of Judgement Day will only be good. There 
will be no mourning or sadness or grief or pain. As you wait and prepare for 
the Advent of our Lord, remember…………..it’s all good. Amen. 


