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8 But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: For the Lord, one day 
is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like one day. 9 The 
Lord is not slow to do what he promised, as some consider slowness. 
Instead, he is patient for your sakes, not wanting anyone to perish, 
but all to come to repentance. 
10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. On that day the 
heavens will pass away with a roar, the elements will be dissolved as 
they burn with great heat, and the earth and what was done on it will 
be burned up. 11 Therefore, since all these things will be destroyed, 
what kind of people ought you to be, living in holiness and godliness, 
12 as you look forward to and hasten the coming of the day of God? 
That day will cause the heavens to be set on fire and destroyed, and 
the elements to melt as they burn with great heat. 13 But according to 
his promise we look forward to new heavens and a new earth, in 
which righteousness dwells. 
14 Therefore, dear friends, as you look forward to these things, make 
every effort to be found in peace, spotless and blameless in his sight. 
15 Regard the patience of our Lord as salvation 

Dear Friends and Fellow Redeemed in Christ, 

There is a book that made the best-selling book list a few years ago called 
“The One Thing.” It promotes an approach to life that concentrates on 
doing “The One Thing” instead of getting caught up in all the distractions of 
what I could do. I didn’t read it. Apparently, “The One Thing” was not my 
“One Thing.” 

But in preparation for this sermon, as I studied the words before us today, it 
made me think of that book. Did you catch it when we read it earlier? The 
apostle Peter writes, “But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: For 
the Lord, one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are 
like one day.” 

Sounds like a strange thing to make your “one thing.” But understand the 
context. Peter is not saying this is the one thing you need to know in life. 
This is not the one thing you need to know about how heaven is yours. 
Remember, Peter got his name which meant “rock” because he confessed 
that foundational truth that “Jesus is the Christ, the son of the living God.” 
Peter boldly stood up in front of the Pentecost crowd and said, “Repent 
and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the 



forgiveness of sins.” Jesus clearly was the One Thing in Peter’s life and 
message. The recipients of this letter also knew Jesus as their One Thing. 
Peter’s writing to second generation Christians. They knew Jesus as their 
Savior. They could sing, “Jesus loves me this I know,” just like the 
preschoolers. But just because they knew, and just because we know that 
Jesus is our “one thing” doesn’t mean we should be content with that. God 
says that we should have child-like faith, not child-like knowledge. God 
doesn’t want us to stay in preschool when it comes to the teachings of his 
Word. Significantly, Peter ends his letter, “Grow in the grace and 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Grow in our understanding of all 
teachings of Scripture. One of the areas that these readers were cloudy in, 
and as a general statement I would say so are we, is in regards to Jesus’ 
return. We confess in the creeds, “He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead,” but what does that mean? When will that happen? To 
help bring clarity to some of our cloudiness on this issue, Peter says, “8 But 
do not forget this one thing, dear friends: For the Lord, one day is like 
a thousand years, and a thousand years are like one day.” 

Sadly, this passage which is meant to bring clarity, is often misapplied. I’ve 
heard this passage used in defense of an old earth, “The Bible says that 
the Lord created the world in six days, but remember, with the Lord, a day 
is like a thousand years.” Two completely different contexts. When it comes 
to creation, Scripture goes out of its way to describe those days as 24-hour 
periods. There was evening and there was morning – boom, that’s day one. 
There was evening and there was morning – boom, that’s day two. He put 
the sun, moon, and stars in the sky to mark times, and days and years.  

Or jump ahead to the Ten Commandments. When God tells the Israelites 
to rest on the seventh day, what does he point back to? Creation. Just like 
God rested on the seventh day, so too, you should rest. God was not 
saying they were to work for 6000 years before resting. The creation 
account clearly tells us that God created time. But as the Creator of time, 
he’s not bound by it. He’s outside of time. And that’s Peter’s point here as 
he’s looking forward to Judgment Day. God is the master of time. That’s so 
foreign to us because we’re slaves to time. How much of your December is 
about scheduling? Company Christmas party on the 16th? I’ll be there. 
What time? Your side of the family on the 25th, my side on the 26th. Which 
Christmas service are you going to attend, Eve or Day? God doesn’t have 



those conversations. Our God is never an “I will God” or an “I was God.” 
He’s an “I AM God.” One hymn writer describes him as the “everlasting 
instant.” 

As such, doesn’t that make us respect him and marvel at him, all the more? 
The key to understanding this passage are the three words, “with the Lord.” 
If my puny mind could comprehend “a thousand years are like a day and a 
day like a thousand years,” there would be no need for those three words. 
But that’s how amazing our God is. “With the Lord”, not “with Erich Hoeft,” 
but “with the Lord,” this is what it’s like. And in regards to the end of the 
world, this passages makes me respect God’s power all the more. Put it 
this way: ever try to close a business? A parishioner of one of my previous 
churches in told me about the waning years of his career as a dairy farmer. 
First he stopped raising young stock. Then he sold the cows. Then he got 
rid of some equipment. Then he sold a little bit of land but kept enough to 
be manageable. Then he sold all the equipment, piece by piece. Next, he 
unloaded the land lot by lot. It was a decade long process to close down a 
small family farm.  

Eventually, God’s going to close the business of earth. But as the master of 
time, he can do it just like that. “The day of the Lord will come like a 
thief. On that day the heavens will pass away with a roar, the elements 
will be dissolved as they burn with great heat, and the earth and what 
was done on it will be burned up.” Wow – what a God! 

And if he can do that for the whole earth, he certainly can do that for us as 
individuals. 52, 91, 92, 0, 78, 69, 83, 85, 94, 59. Do you know what those 
are? The ages of people from our congregation who passed away in the 5+ 
years I have served as your pastor. What do you notice? They are all 
different, and one is very unexpected. Point? It’s not only the public 
Judgment Day that God could bring in an instant, so he could bring our 
private one. Knowing he can come like a thief, what do we do until that day 
comes? 

Huddle up? Hide under the covers? Bury our head in the sand? Eat, drink, 
and be merry for tomorrow we die? No. Peter writes, “…what kind of 
people ought you to be, living in holiness and godliness, 12 as you 
look forward to and hasten the coming of the day of God? That day 
will cause the heavens to be set on fire and destroyed, and the 



elements to melt as they burn with great heat. 13 But according to his 
promise we look forward to new heavens and a new earth, in which 
righteousness dwells.” 

Translate: Live for him. Not because we “have to” to earn his favor. But 
because we “get to” because of what he’s bringing us. Across the nation, 
parents are threatening children, “You better watch out, you better not cry, 
you better not pout, I’m telling you why.” God’s not threatening. He’s 
promising. “I’m coming and I’m going to bring you presents that can’t fit 
under a tree. I’m bringing you presents that can’t fit on this earth. I’m 
bringing a new heaven and a new earth, where righteousness dwells.” 

When someone dies we often say, “They’re in a better place.” I wonder 
how many times we shortchange that “better place” in our minds. We just 
make it an extension of what we know on earth. “Grandpa always has a 
good day fishing in heaven.” Or, “Grandma wins bingo every time.” Look at 
this description: “where righteousness dwells.” It’s not just alright. It’s all 
right. A new heaven and a new earth is an end to all that is wrong in the 
world around us. Frustrated by unfairness or lack of cooperativeness by a 
co-worker? That’s gone where righteousness dwells. Missing loved ones at 
Christmas? Gone where righteousness dwells. Sex assault accusations, 
pornography-strained marriages, political bickering, playground bullying… 
gone, gone, gone, and gone where righteousness dwells.  

I love how Time of Grace’s Mark Jeske puts it in The People’s Bible, “Jesus 
Christ has done far more than to just bring us back to the Garden of Eden, 
back to where Adam and Eve started. Once we enter the new heaven and 
earth, there will be no more satanic testing and tempting.” Where 
righteousness dwells is better than Eden. “14 Therefore, dear friends, as 
you look forward to these things, make every effort to be found in 
peace, spotless and blameless in his sight.” Because that’s what you 
are through Jesus. When God, the Master of time, determined that the time 
had fully come, he sent his Son, for you. The Timeless entered our 
24/7/365 world and lived a perfect life for us, so that we could be presented 
spotless before our God. He took the blame for our sins and paid its 
penalty on the cross, so we can stand  blameless before our holy God. The 
One of whom the angels sang on Christmas, “Peace on earth” gives you 
peace with God today and eternal peace in a new heaven and a new earth. 



Which begs the question – if that’s what’s waiting for us and if God’s the 
Master of time, why doesn’t he just turn the dial and make it come today? 
What is God waiting for? Peter answers, “9 The Lord is not slow to do 
what he promised, as some consider slowness.” When I studied this 
verse all I could think of was that the DMV sloth in the movie Zootopia. 
Who….. talks……. like……. this…….. 

What picture is God drawing for us in his apparent “slothness” to return? 
“9 The Lord is not slow to do what he promised, as some consider 
slowness. Instead, he is patient for your sakes, not wanting anyone to 
perish, but all to come to repentance.” At the beginning of the sermon 
we marveled at how great God is, how powerful he is as the Master of time. 
Isn’t it just as marvelous to see how patient he is? Ever hear the phrase, 
“Only the great can wait.” That’s so true when you compare God’s 
greatness to us. Especially in December our patience wears thin. End-of-
the-year bills rack up, COVID is coming back with a vengeance and 
calendars get crammed and we just want to explode. It takes self-control 
and strength to exercise patience. Think about God as he looks at this 
world. 

You’d think God would just want to end this world. But he doesn’t, at least 
not yet. The Great can wait. Right now, his arm of love is holding his arm of 
justice. Why? Because he doesn’t want anyone to perish, but everyone to 
come to repentance. 

At a pastors’ conference I attended last month, we went around the table 
and shared the names of unchurched friends to pray for. I wrote the names 
down so I could remember to pray for them. God already knows those 
names, and he doesn’t want them to perish. He wants them to come to 
repentance. What name is on your list? Know this… they’re on God’s list 
too. And so was yours. We can easily read 2 Peter 3 and think, ‘Ok, God’s 
just waiting for other people to come to know Jesus. I already do so this 
doesn’t apply to me.’ Yes, by God’s grace you know Jesus. You know what 
he’s done for you in going to the cross and rising from the grave. But don’t 
forget that God’s patience also meant salvation for you. When you were 
born, he didn’t zap you because of your sinful nature. He was patient, until 
you could be introduced to him through the waters of baptism. When you 
strayed from his Word and followed alternate paths, he didn’t zap you, but 



he called you to repentance through his Word. If God, in his wisdom, would 
have returned when Peter wrote these words, your name would never have 
shown up in the book of life. If God, in his wisdom would have returned 
2000 years ago, you wouldn’t be a future resident of the new heaven and 
new earth. But by God’s grace and patience, you are. And that’s one thing 
worth remembering the next time you find yourself questioning God’s timing 
in regards to things of this life or the next. Amen. 


