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12 Therefore, as God’s elect, holy and loved, clothe yourselves with 
heartfelt compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience. 
13 Bear with one another and forgive each other if anyone has a 
complaint against anyone else. Forgive, just as Christ forgave you. 
14 And, in addition to all these things, put on love, which ties things 
together in perfect unity. 15 Let the peace of Christ control your hearts, 
to which you were also called, in one body. And be thankful. 
16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, as you teach and 
admonish one another with all wisdom, singing psalms, hymns, and 
spiritual songs, with gratitude in your hearts to God. 17 And everything 
you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

Dear Friends and Fellow Redeemed, 

Now that the wait for Christmas is over, and the day itself has come and 
gone, for some of us it’s already meant time to go back to work. It’s time to 
get back to life without Christmas all around us. And so, on more than one 
occasion, you may have already been asked—or you will be asked soon—
“How was your Christmas?” We’ll have a number of chances to share and 
compare our experiences: what we did, where we went, what presents we 
opened and what presents we gave. Maybe you had a chance to do just 
that as you talked with friends on the way into church today.  

But our verses today remind us that not everything about Christmas is over, 
because the greatest presents of Christmas aren’t the ones that came 
wrapped up in paper with a bow on top. No, today we have the opportunity 
to talk about a gift that lasts much longer and means so much more—the 
ongoing presence of Jesus Christ in our lives. And our study has to begin 
with a single word, because there is a whole lot packed into it.  Our verses 
begin with the word “Therefore.”  This “therefore” gives us the whole 
background and context of our instruction for today, and really includes 
everything that St. Paul was inspired to write in his letter to the Colossians 
up to this point.  

It’s worth knowing that the Colossian Christians—the initial audience for 
this letter—were people who were struggling with the same issue we have 
sometimes—the idea that maybe Jesus isn’t really enough to provide 
fulfillment in our lives. They wondered if the right combination was Jesus 
and philosophy…Jesus and tradition…Jesus and some combination of Old 



Testament ceremonial laws (fasting or circumcision or sacrifices or 
Sabbath laws, for instance). Our combinations are probably different from 
those. We might seek to combine Jesus and earthly possessions or 
money…Jesus and the perfect job…Jesus and that perfect 
someone…Jesus and earthly status.  Not that any of those “ands” are sinful 
to have, or even sinful to desire.  The problem lies in those times when we 
expect that these earthly gifts will add to what we already have in Jesus 
Christ.  We put them on the same level as Jesus, or we are tempted to give 
them an even higher priority of energy and focus than we place on Jesus.  

So the whole message of Colossians is that fullness and fulfillment are 
found only in Christ, because anytime you try to add anything to Jesus, you 
ultimately take away from what you already have in Him. That brings us 
back to our Christmas present—that is, the presence of Christ. Here’s the 
way St. Paul worded it earlier in the letter, describing Jesus coming to earth 
on a rescue mission for all mankind: 2:9 For in Christ all the fullness of 
the Deity lives in bodily form, 10 and you have been given fullness in 
Christ…13 When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision 
of your sinful nature, God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us 
all our sins, 14 having canceled the written code, with its regulations, 
that was against us and that stood opposed to us; he took it away, 
nailing it to the cross…  

That’s what Paul is writing about when he says, “Therefore.” Forgiveness, 
new life, freedom and fulfillment in Jesus alone.  That sets the stage for 
what comes next. Now we can go on 12 Therefore, as God’s elect, holy 
and loved, clothe yourselves with heartfelt compassion, kindness, 
humility, gentleness, and patience. 13 Bear with one another and 
forgive each other if anyone has a complaint against anyone else. 
Forgive, just as Christ forgave you. 14 And, in addition to all these 
things, put on love, which ties things together in perfect unity. 

It’s probably safe to assume that all of us have received clothing for 
Christmas at some point, and we know it doesn’t always go according to 
plan….Have you ever received a new sweater or another article of clothing, 
only to try it on and find that it doesn’t fit? Or it might fit fine, but when you 
look in the mirror, you’re not quite sure when or where you might wear it, 
because it doesn’t quite seem to be your style?  In the presence of Christ, 
we are all given matching outfits to wear…and at first it feels like it doesn’t 
fit us. You can pick any one of these qualities listed here, and honestly, it 



might not look all that comfortable at first. Humility doesn’t feel natural. 
Gentleness seems kind of constrictive.  Patience might not be your style. 
Depending on what we’ve been through in our lives and our relationships 
and times that people have hurt us in the past, sometimes forgiveness 
seems way too big for us…  

These outfits don’t look like they’d fit sinful people like us.  But keep it all in 
context and see how you aren’t addressed as sinful people here. You have 
been chosen by God. In Christ you are seen as a holy, beloved child of the 
Heavenly Father. So no matter how odd the outfit may seem, God will tailor 
it perfectly to your life, if you will only put it on.  Clothe yourself with 
compassion, and you’ll see how God has put people in your life who will 
know him better through your acts of compassion. Clothe yourself with 
kindness and humility and see how these qualities can often break down 
walls in strained relationships. Clothe yourself with gentleness and patience 
and see how after a while it fits more and more natural as you mature in 
your Christian life. If forgiveness seems like it doesn’t fit your situation, just 
think of how grateful you are to know that God’s forgiveness fits your sins 
perfectly and covers them all, as many and as great as they might be 
Clothe yourself with his forgiveness and see how forgiving others is a 
natural result of appreciating your own pardon.  And as God’s chosen 
people, holy and dearly loved, tie the whole outfit together as you reflect 
the love of Jesus in your home and in your life.  

So no, it might not look like it fits, but put it on, because God designed it for 
you. We all have daily opportunities to have and share a  

CHRISTMAS PRESENCE  

in our lives as we clothe ourselves in Christ. But it’s not just for our 
outsides.  It’s not just what we act like, as if we are just putting on a show to 
look like good people. The presence of Christ is meant for the heart that 
leads us to act. Look again at the second paragraph: 15 Let the peace of 
Christ control your hearts, to which you were also called, in one body. 
And be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, as you 
teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, singing psalms, 
hymns, and spiritual songs, with gratitude in your hearts to God. 
17 And everything you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 



God gives the kinds of gifts that people can’t. This time of year, all kinds of 
businesses have been trying to make money by showing us 
advertisements of people losing their minds when they see the gifts meant 
for them. They look out the window and see a new Mercedes Benz in the 
driveway. They unwrap the diamonds and fall in love all over again.  They 
get the video games or the toys or the bike or the iphone they wanted and 
they bounce around the room screaming in happiness.  

Maybe something similar happened at your Christmas celebrations, and we 
don’t need to think that there is anything wrong with enjoying a moment like 
that. But what the commercials don’t show us is that you can’t park peace 
in the driveway. You can’t fit wisdom in a little box. Contentment doesn’t 
come from a quick rush of emotion all at once when you get a new thing, 
whatever that thing might be.  

So where can peace be found?  What can make us truly thankful? Who 
gives genuine wisdom? How can our hearts grow in gratefulness? God tells 
us through St. Paul. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly.  

Less than one week ago, we heard the Christmas story that we love so 
well. But we all know that Christmas isn’t the whole story. In our Gospel 
reading, Simeon pointed out that this child had big things to do yet. In 
reality, every word of God is a part of his plan to save us, and every word 
has a purpose for our lives.  Some of us shared in the blessing of having 
read the whole Bible over the past year, and others of us fell behind a bit 
and came close. None of us can say that our time in God’s Word was 
wasted. Instead, we shared in the blessing of knowing God’s Word at least 
a little better than we did last year. We gained wisdom. We grew in our 
faith.  We felt the discomfort of having our sins pointed out, and then we felt 
the peace of Christ in God’s forgiveness. And all of us who have gathered 
here today are united once again as the body of Christ, trusting that God 
will bless us through his Word. He’ll do the same this evening. He’ll do the 
same tomorrow morning. He’ll do the same on Tuesday, and Wednesday, 
and Thursday, if we make some time for his Word in our lives. 

Today we have God’s Word as a reminder that the meaning of Christmas is 
not just a seasonal idea that gets packed away with the Christmas 
decorations, but a living, breathing reality in your heart that is fed and 
fueled by the Word of God dwelling in you richly. The wait is over, the day 
has come and gone, but His powerful presence in our lives 



remains.  Forgiveness, peace, wisdom and gratitude all come from God, 
through Christ, by the working of the Holy Spirit.  May God’s Saving Word 
find a home in each one of our hearts. In Jesus’ name. AMEN. 

 


