
 

 

THE SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 

FROM THE CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMNAL 

 

FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 



 

 

 

 

        MARKS THE SPOT: WHERE FORGIVENESS IS OFFERED 

JANUARY 28 & 31, 2021 

________________________________________ 

 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP The readings for this Sunday put a finer point on all of the 
readings of Epiphany: This is Jesus’ glory, that he uses all he is and has done for us 
and for our salvation. 

 HYMN          “Comfort, Comfort All My People” 
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PLEASE STAND 

P: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

P: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him 
as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and 
punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways 
I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But 
trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfail-
ing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

P: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and inno-
cent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are 
his own dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his will. 

C: Amen. 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 

P: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
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OH, TASTE AND SEE 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray. 

 Gracious Father, keep your family, the Church, always faithful to you, that we 
may lean on the hope of your promises and be strong in the power of your 
love; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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BE SEATED 

THE WORD 

FIRST LESSON            Isaiah 43:18-25 (EHV) 
18     Do not remember the former things. 
    Do not keep thinking about ancient things. 
19     Watch, I am about to do a new thing. 
    Now it will spring up. Don’t you know about it? 
    Indeed I will make a road in the wilderness. 
    In the wasteland I will make rivers. 
20     The wild animals, the jackals and ostriches, will honor me, 
    because I am providing water in the wilderness, 
    rivers in a parched wasteland, 
    water for my chosen people to drink. 
21     This people that I formed for myself will declare my praise. 
22     But you have not called on me, O Jacob. 
    Instead, you have become weary of me, O Israel. 
23     You have not brought me sheep as your whole burnt offerings. 
    You did not glorify me with your sacrifices. 
    I did not make you serve me with a grain offering. 
    I did not make you weary with demands for incense. 
24     You did not purchase fragrant cane for me with silver 
    or satisfy me with the fat from your sacrifices. 
    Instead you have made me serve because of your sins. 
    You have made me weary because of your guilt. 
25     I, yes I, am he. 
    I blot out your rebellious deeds for my own sake, 
    and I will not remember your sins.  
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PSALM OF THE DAY - 130 

Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD;* 

 O Lord, hear my voice. 

Let your ears be attentive* 

 to my cry for mercy. 

If you, O LORD, kept a record of sins,* 

 O Lord, who could stand? 

But with you there is forgiveness;* 

 therefore you are feared. 

Refrain 

I wait for the LORD and in his Word I put my hope.* 

 My soul waits for the Lord more than watchmen wait for the morning. 

O Israel, put your hope in the LORD,* 

 for with the LORD is unfailing love and with him is full redemption. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

 and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
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Refrain 

SECOND LESSON             2 Corinthians 1:18-22 (EHV) 
18 As surely as God is faithful, our message to you is not “Yes” and “No.” 19 For the Son 
of God, Jesus Christ, who was preached among you by us (by me, Silas, and Timothy), 
was not “Yes” and “No,” but in him the “Yes” stands firm. 20 In fact, as many promises 
as God has made, they have always been “Yes” in him. For that reason we also say 
“Amen” through him to the glory of God. 
21 God is the one who makes both us and you to be strong in Christ. He anointed us. 
22 He sealed us as his own and gave us the Spirit as the down payment in our hearts.  

STAND 

VERSE OF THE DAY 

M: Alleluia! Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. Alleluia! (Luke 6:36) 

GOSPEL                 Mark 2:1-12 (EHV) 
2:1 When Jesus again entered Capernaum some days later, people heard that he was 
home. 2 So many people were gathered together that there was no more room, not 
even by the door, and he was speaking the word to them. 3 Some people came to him 
bringing a paralyzed man, carried by four men. 4 Since they could not bring the man to 
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Jesus because of the crowd, they dug through the roof above where he was. When 
they had made an opening, they lowered the stretcher on which the paralyzed man 
was lying. 5 When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralyzed man, “Son, your sins 
are forgiven.” 
6 But there were some experts in the law sitting there and thinking in their hearts, 
7 “Why does this fellow speak like this? He is blaspheming! Who can forgive sins ex-
cept God alone?” 
8 Jesus immediately knew in his spirit that they were thinking this way within them-
selves. He asked them, “Why are you thinking these things in your hearts? 9 Which is 
easier: to tell the paralyzed man, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up, take your 
stretcher, and walk’? 10 But, so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority 
on earth to forgive sins”—he said to the paralyzed man, 11 “I tell you, get up, take 
your stretcher, and go home.” 
12 At once the man got up, picked up the stretcher, and went out in front of everyone. 
So they were all amazed and glorified God. They said, “We have never seen anything 
like this!” 

Here end the Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

BE SEATED 

HYMN OF THE DAY          “My Faith Looks Up to Thee” 
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SERMON - “X Marks the Spot: Where Forgiveness Is Offered” (Mark 2:1-12) 

STAND 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

C: I believe in God the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ,  

his only Son, our Lord; 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified,  

 died and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. 
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He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 

From there he shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy Christian Church,  

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

THANKSGIVING 

OFFERING 

Due to the comfort and safety of the congregation we will not be passing the offering 
plates today. Please leave your offering in the plate located on the small table in the 
Narthex as you leave. Thank you. 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P: Jesus Christ, Lord of glory, you delight in making yourself known to us and others 
Bring us to recognize and rejoice in your majesty and your ministry. In love you 
chose to exercise your greatest strength to serve us in our greatest need. You 
revealed the brightness of your glory through humble deeds of love. 

 You called ordinary men to do extraordinary things as your disciples and apos-
tles. You also called us confidently to follow you, diligently to learn from you, 
and lovingly to imitate you. Equip and empower us to serve you and our neigh-
bor faithfully. Use us as your witnesses to bring many throughout the world to 
the light of your gospel. 

 You revealed your glory through mighty signs and wonders. Assure us that you 
still rule all things in the universe and use them to serve our eternal good. In 
wise compassion you often exercise your power to help and heal people with 
physical and emotional needs. Give us courage and compassion to relieve the 
distress of the hurting, to pray for all according to their needs, and to be content 
and cheerful when in your wisdom you ask us to endure hardship. 
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 Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

 Preserve your truth among us, and by that truth preserve us until you appear in 
dazzling splendor to bring us to the glory of heaven. Let our anticipation of the 
heavenly kingdom ennoble our thinking and speaking, enrich our conduct, and 
increase our joy in all aspects of earthly life. Hear us, Light of the Gentiles and 
Glory of Israel.  

C: Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

BE SEATED 

HYMN          “I Know My Faith Is Founded” 
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STAND 

P: Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe 
and do. Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we 
may be strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in 
death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one true God, now and forever. 

12 



 

 

BLESSING 

P: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the 
Lord with gladness. The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face 
shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look on you with favor and (+) 
give you peace.  

Announcements  

• HAND 2 HAND has connected with a grocery supplier and can purchase groceries 
at a discounted price. They are asking for monetary donations for this. Our congre-
gation is specifically asked to donate small boxes of raisins, pudding cups, and fruit 
cups .They continue to need breakfast items and snack items which can also be 
donated. 

 
• HOLTON COMMUNITY BLOOD DRIVE will be held here at our church on February 

24 from 2:00 pm until 7:00 pm. 
 
• ANNUAL VOTERS’ MEETING will be held after the service today (Sunday). The re-

ports are available on the table in the narthex. 
 
• SCHOOL ITEMS We have finally made a sale on the school building! We have been 

working to empty it. If there is anything you would like from the school building 
please feel free to take what is available. Currently, we have placed all the items 
that are available in the two northern school rooms. The east side room, south of 
the petition, and the west side room, north of the petition. 

 
• SWEETHEART VALENTINE BAKE SALE Get out your heart cookie cutters and pink 

frosting! February 14th will be our Sweetheart Valentine Bake Sale. Bakers and 
buyers are needed! 
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THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE: 
  
 Monday 6:00 pm Every Ready Circle Meeting 
 Wednesday 10:00 am Bible Study 
   4:30 pm Catechism Class 
 Thursday 6:00 pm Bible Study 
   7:00 pm Divine Service w/ Communion 
 Sunday 9:30 am Divine Service w/ Communion 
   11:00 am Bible Study & Sunday School 
    
UPCOMING EVENTS 
  
LENTEN SERVICES beginning February 18 @ 7:00 pm under the theme: “The Hands of 

the Passion.” When we consider Jesus and the people around him in his Passion, we 

can’t help but think of their hands—the hands that beat their breast, accepted money 

for betrayal, petulantly swung swords, pointed in accusation, beat and disavowed, 

praised, washed, were pierced, and offered eternal life. In short, we can’t help but 

think about how we sinners have had the same sinful hands of those who surrounded 

Jesus in his Passion, and how Jesus our Savior has touched us with his hands of grace.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6655 Marvin Road 
Holton, MI 49425 

231.821.2583 (Office) · 231.760.3970 (Pastor’s Mobile) 
www.HoltonELS.org 
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