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________________________________________ 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP The Epiphany of Our Lord Jesus Christ is one of the oldest 
Christian festivals. Epiphany comes from a Greek verb meaning "to reveal," and 
Epiphany reveals the glory of the long-awaited Christ to mankind. From Isaiah of old, 
to the Magi, even to us today, the mystery of our salvation is revealed in the person 
of Jesus Christ. 

 

The church is dimly lit and we approach our worship in meditative silence as we await 
the coming of the Light of the World, Jesus Christ! 

 

PLEASE STAND 

 

P: Jesus Christ is the light of the world, 

C: The light no darkness can overcome. 

P: Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening, 

C: And the day is almost over. 

P: Be our light and scatter the darkness, 

C: And hear our evening hymn of praise. 

 

The church’s lights gradually brighten. The Congregation responds by singing the first 
hymn: 
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P: Lord God, by the leading of a star you once made known to the nations your one 
and only Son. Guide us, also, who know him now by faith, to come at last to the 
perfect joy of your heavenly glory, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen.  

CONFESSION OF SINS 
P: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him 

as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and 
punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways 
I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But 
trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfail-
ing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

P: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and inno-
cent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are 
his own dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his will. 

C: Amen. 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 
P: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
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OH, TASTE AND SEE 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray. 

 Lord God, by the leading of a star you once made known to the nations your 
one and only Son. Guide us, also, who know him now by faith, to come at last 
to the perfect joy of your heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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BE SEATED 

THE WORD 
 

FIRST LESSON                  Isaiah 60:1-6 (EHV) 
60:1 Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord is dawning upon 
you. 2 Look, darkness covers the earth, and deep darkness covers the peoples, but the 
Lord will dawn upon you, and his glory will be seen over you. 3 Nations will walk to 
your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
4 Look up. Look all around and see! All of them have been gathered. They are coming 
to you. Your sons will come from far away, and people will carry your daughters on 
their side. 5 Then you will look and be radiant. Your heart will race with excitement 
and burst with joy. For great riches from the sea will be delivered to you. The wealth 
of the nations will come to you. 6 Caravans of camels will cover your land, young cam-
els from Midian and Ephah. All those from Sheba will come. They will carry gold and 
incense, and they will announce the good news of the praise of the Lord. 

 

PSALM OF THE DAY - 72 
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Endow the King with your justice, O God,* 

 the royal Son with your righteousness. 

He will defend the afflicted among the people* 

 and save the children of the needy. 

He will endure as long as the sun,* 

 as long as the moon, through all generations. 

He will be like rain falling on a mown field,* 

 like showers watering the earth. 

Refrain 

All kings will bow down to him,* 

 and all nations will serve him. 

All nations will be blessed through him,* 

 and they will call him blessed. 

Praise be to the LORD God, who alone does marvelous deeds.* 

 May the whole earth be filled with his glory.  

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

 and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Refrain 

SECOND LESSON         Ephesians 3:2-12 (EHV) 
2 Surely you have heard of the administration of God’s grace given to me for you, 
3 namely, that the mystery was made known to me by revelation (as I have already 
written briefly). 4 When you read this, you will be able to understand my insight into 
the mystery of Christ. 5 This mystery was not made known to people in past genera-
tions as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to his holy apostles and prophets. 6 This 
mystery is that in Christ Jesus the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same 
body, and people who also share in the promise through the gospel. 
7 I became a servant of this gospel, in keeping with the gift of God’s grace that was 
given to me by the working of his power. 8 To me—even though I am the very least of 
all the saints—was given this grace: to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches 
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of Christ 9 and to enlighten everyone about the administration of this mystery. In past 
ages this mystery remained hidden in God, who created all things. 10 He did this so 
that, through the church, the multifaceted wisdom of God might now be made known 
to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 11 This was done according to the 
eternal purpose that he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord. 12 In him we can freely 
approach God with confidence through faith in him. 

PLEASE STAND 

VERSE OF THE DAY 

P: Alleluia! We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him. Alleluia! 
(Matthew 2:2b) 

GOSPEL            Matthew 2:1-12 (EHV) 
2:1 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, when Herod was king, Wise Men from 
the east came to Jerusalem. They asked, 2 “Where is he who has been born King of 
the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 3 When King 
Herod heard this, he was alarmed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 He gathered together 
all the people’s chief priests and experts in the law. He asked them where the Christ 
was to be born. 5 They said to him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, because this was written 
through the prophet: 6 You, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are certainly not least 
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among the rulers of Judah: because out of you will come a ruler, who will shepherd 
my people, Israel.”  
7 Then Herod secretly summoned the Wise Men and found out from them exactly 
when the star had appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search 
carefully for the child. When you find him, report to me, so that I may also go and 
worship him.” 
9 After listening to the king, they went on their way. Then the star they had seen when 
it rose went ahead of them, until it stood still over the place where the child was. 
10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced with overwhelming joy. 11 After they went 
into the house and saw the child with Mary, his mother, they bowed down and wor-
shipped him. Then they opened their treasures and offered him gifts: gold, frankin-
cense, and myrrh. 12 Since they had been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, 
they went back to their own country by another route.  

Hear ends the Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

BE SEATED 

HYMN OF THE DAY             “As With Gladness Men of Old” 
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SERMON - “X Marks the Spot: Not Found But Revealed” (Matthew 2:1-12) 

STAND 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

C: I believe in God the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ,  

his only Son, our Lord; 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified,  

 died and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 

From there he shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy Christian Church,  

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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THANKSGIVING 
OFFERING 

Due to the comfort and safety of the congregation we will not be passing the offering 
plates today. Please leave your offering in the plate located on the small table in the 
Narthex as you leave. Thank you. 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P: Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God and Mary’s son, in the fullness of time you came 
into our world to save us from sin and death. 

C: You ushered in the day of grace so long foretold. 

P: Beloved Son of the Father, revered by the Magi, baptized by John, you came 
preaching and teaching, healing and comforting, forgiving and encouraging. 

C: You brought the light of life to those walking in darkness, and the joy of salva-
tion to those doomed to death. 

P: Prince of Peace, shine like a beacon for us and the people of our world. Let the 
good news of salvation be heard in the most remote corners of the earth.  Open 
our own lips to speak your name to those around us who still live without faith 
or hope. 

C: Arouse us and our missionaries to flood the world with the light of your gospel. 

P: Preserve your truth among us and by that truth preserve us until you appear in 
dazzling splendor to bring us to the glory of heaven.  Let our anticipation of the 
heavenly kingdom enable our thinking and speaking, enrich our conduct, and in-
crease our joy in all aspects of earthly life. 

C: Be gracious to all and lead us to reflect your love in everything we say and do. 

 Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

P: Finally, bring us and all your believers to the heavenly home where we will stand 
in the full light of your glory and with all your saints and angels sing the ever-
lasting song of triumph. 

C: Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
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will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

BE SEATED 

HYMN - “How Lovely Shines the Morning Star” 
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STAND 

P: May the blessing of the eternal God be upon us:  his light to guide us, his pres-
ence to shelter us, his peace to unite us. 

C: I thank you my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you 
have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep 
me this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let 
your holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. 
Amen. 

 In peace, Lord, you let your servant depart according to your word. For my 
eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared for every people. A 
light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of your people Israel. 

BLESSING 

P: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the 
Lord with gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

12 



 

 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  

HYMN        “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise” 
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Announcements  
• HAND 2 HAND has connected with a grocery supplier and can purchase groceries 

at a discounted price. They are asking for monetary donations for this.  They con-
tinue to need breakfast items and snack items which can also be donated. 

THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE: 

 

 Sunday 8:00 am Council Meeting 

   9:30 am Divine Service 

   10:30 ERC Bake Sale 

   10:45 am Bible Sunday & Sunday School 

 Monday 6:30 pm Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting 

 Wednesday 10:00 am Bible Study 

   4:30 pm Catechism Class 

 Thursday 7:00 pm Divine Service w/ Holy Communion 

 Sunday 9:30 am Divine Service w/ Holy Communion 

   10:45 am Bible Study & Sunday School 

  

 

 

 

6655 Marvin Road 

Holton, MI 49425 

231.821.2583 (Office) · 231.760.3970 (Pastor’s Mobile) 

www.HoltonELS.org 
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