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ONE MORE YEAR 

December 31, 2020 

________________________________________ 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP On this Eve of a New Year we are gathered together to meditate on 
the goodness of our God during the past year and to pray for his grace for the future. As 
most years of our lives, this past one has likely been a year of joys and a year of sadness. 
Such is life in this imperfect world.  Yet in the midst of uncertainty we have turned again and 
again to the Lord our God who does not change. His Word has been our fortress and our 
Rock of refuge in all times. So as we approach the New Year tonight we turn again to that 
Word – to its revelation and its promises.  

HYMN                  “Angels from the Realms of Glory” 
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PLEASE STAND 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

Dialog for New Year’s Eve 

P: For everything there is a season: 
C:  And a time for every matter under heaven: 
P: A time to be born and a time to die. 
C:  A time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted.  
P:  A time to break down, and a time to build up. 
C:  A time to weep and a time to laugh. 
P:  A time to keep and a time to throw away. 
C:  A time to be silent and a time to speak. 
P: A time to love and a time to hate. 
C:  A time for war and a time for peace. 
P: God has made everything suitable for its time. 
C: God has put a sense of past and future into our minds. 
P: God has done this, so that all should stand in awe before him. 
C: Whatever God does endures forever. 
 

The Rite of Baptism  

HYMN                    “Baptized in Water” 
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P: Our Savior Jesus Christ commanded baptism when he said: “Go and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit.” All of us are born into this world with a deep need for baptism. From our par-
ents we inherit a sinful nature; we are without true fear of God and true faith in God 
and are condemned to eternal death. But Jesus took away our sin by giving his life on 
the cross. At our baptism he clothes us with the robe of his righteousness and gives us a 
new life. Our sinful nature need not control us any longer. We recall what baptism 
means for our daily lives as we speak these words: 

C: Baptism means that the sinful nature in us should be drowned by daily sorrow and 
repentance, and that all its evil deeds and desires be put to death. It also means that 
a new person should daily arise to live before God in righteousness and purity forev-
er. 

P: As baptized children of God we confess our sins: 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by Nature sinful, and that I have diso-
beyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to 
do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I 
am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have 
mercy on me, a sinner. 

P: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the 
atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authori-
ty, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Ho-
ly Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
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P: In obedience to the command of our Lord and trusting in his promise, you have brought 
this child to be baptized. Jesus told us: “Let the little children come to me and do not 
hinder them, because the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.” It is in baptism 
that God grants the new life of forgiveness, joy, and peace to little children. By the pow-
er of God’s Word, this gracious water of life washes away sin, delivers from death and 
the devil, and gives eternal salvation to all who believe. 

  Receive the sign of the cross on the head (+) and heart (+) to mark you as a redeemed 
child of Christ. 

 Caddie Annmarie Riggs, I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

 The Almighty God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—has forgiven all your sins. By your 
baptism, you are born again and made a dear child of your Father in heaven. May God 
strengthen you to live in your baptismal grace all the days of your life. Peace be with 
you. 

PLEASE STAND 

Exhortation 

P: Brothers and sisters in Christ: 

 Our Lord commands that we teach his precious truths to all who are baptized. Chris-
tian love therefore urges all of us, especially parents and sponsors, to assist in what-
ever manner possible so that Caddie may remain a child of God until death. If you are 
willing to carry out this responsibility, then answer: Yes, as God gives me strength. 

C: Yes, as God gives me strength. 

P: Let us pray: 

 Merciful Father in heaven, we thank you for the blessing of baptism by which you 
offer and grant the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation. Help us to regard our bap-
tism as the robe of righteousness we are to wear all the days of our life. Look with 
special favor on Caddie and grant her a rich measure of your Spirit that she may grow 
in faith and godly living. Make us willing to carry out our responsibilities to those who 
have been baptized, so that all of us may finally come to the blessed joys of heaven, 
through Jesus our Lord. 

C: Amen.  

PLEASE BE SEATED 

The Word  

FIRST LESSON                     Isaiah 51:1-6 
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51:1 Listen to me, you people who pursue righteousness, you people who seek the Lord! Look 
confidently to the rock from which you were hewn and to the quarry from which you were 
cut. 2 Look confidently to Abraham your father, and to Sarah, who gave birth to you. Yes, 
when I called him, Abraham was only one person, but I blessed him and multiplied him. 3 The 
Lord is certain to comfort Zion. He will comfort all her ruins. Certainly he will make her wil-
derness like Eden and her wasteland like the garden of the Lord. Joy and gladness will be 
found in her, thanksgiving and the sound of music. 
4 Pay attention to me, O my people. My nation, listen to me! For the law will go out from me, 
and I will establish my justice as a light to the peoples. 5 My righteousness is near. My salva-
tion goes forth, and my arms will bring justice to the peoples. The seacoasts will wait for me. 
They will have confidence in my arm. 6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens. Look closely at the 
earth beneath, because the heavens will vanish like smoke, and the earth will wear out like a 
garment, and its inhabitants will die like gnats. But my salvation will remain forever, and my 
righteousness will never be abolished. 

PSALM OF THE DAY — Psalm 90 

 

Lord, you have been our dwelling place* 
 throughout all generations. 
Before the mountains were born or you brought forth the earth and the world,* 
 from everlasting to everlasting you are God. 
For a thousand years in your sight are like a day that has just gone by,* 
 or like a watch in the night. 
 
Refrain 
 
You have set our iniquities before you,* 
 our secret sins in the light of your presence. 
You turn mortals back to dust.* 
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 You sweep them away in the sleep of death. 
The length of our days is seventy years—or eighty, if we have the strength;* 
 yet their span is but trouble and sorrow. 
Teach us to number our days aright,* 
 that we may gain a heart of wisdom. 
 
Refrain 
 
Satisfy us in the morning with your unfailing love,* 
 that we may sing for joy and be glad all our days.  

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
 and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Refrain 
 

SECOND LESSON               1 Peter 1:22-25 
22 Since you have purified your souls by obeying the truth, resulting in sincere brotherly love, love one another 
constantly from a pure heart. 23 For you have been born again, not from perishable seed but from imperishable, 
through the living and enduring word of God. 24 For: 

All flesh is like grass, and all its glory is like a flower of the field. The grass withers, and the flower falls, 25 but the 
word of the Lord endures forever.  

And this is the word that was preached to you.  

 

PLEASE STAND 

VERSE OF THE DAY                 Psalm 119:105 

P: Alleluia. Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. Alleluia.   
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HOLY GOSPEL                       Luke 13:6-9 

P: 6 He told them this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard. He came look-
ing for fruit on it, but he did not find any. 7 So he said to the gardener, ‘Look, for three 
years now I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and I have found none. Cut it 
down. Why even let it use up the soil?’ 8 But the gardener replied to him, ‘Sir, leave it 
alone this year also, until I dig around it and put fertilizer on it. 9 If it produces fruit next 
year, fine. But if not, then cut it down.’” 

 

 Here ends the Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

PLEASE BE SEATED 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY           “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” 
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SERMON - “One More Year” (Isaiah 51:1-6) 

PLEASE STAND 

NICENE CREED 

C: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,  

the only-begotten Son of God, 

begotten of the Father before all worlds, 

God of God, Light of Light,  

very God of very God, 

begotten, not made, 

being of one substance with the Father. 

by whom all things were made; 

Who for us men and for our salvation 

came down from heaven 

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
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and was made man; 

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

He suffered and was buried. 

and on the third day he rose again  

 according to the Scriptures; 

and ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father; 

and he shall come again with glory  

to judge both the living and the dead; 

whose kingdom shall have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

who spoke by the prophets. 

And I believe in one holy Christian and Apostolic Church. 

I acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins, 

and I look for the resurrection of the dead  

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

OFFERING 

Due to the comfort and safety of the congregation we will not be passing the offering plates 
today. Please leave your offering in the plate located on the small table in the Narthex as you 
leave. Thank you. 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P: I will exalt you, my God and King; I will praise your name.  

C: Every day I will praise you and extol your name. 

P: It is fitting, O Lord, in the final hours of this year, to express our gratitude for countless 
gifts of grace we have received from you.  

C: You have been faithful to your promises and loving toward all you have made. 

P: You clothe your creation with beauty; you feed even the birds and tell us that we are 
much more valuable than they. 

C: You know what we need, and you give us all good things. 
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P: Clothing and food, safety and health, possessions and money, even life itself—all these 
come to us from your generous hand. 

C: We thank you for these blessings, and we ask that you continue to grant them to us. 

P: We thank you especially for your Word and Holy Supper, which strengthen our faith, 
shield us from temptation, and equip us for service. 

C: Increase our commitments to these precious gifts, so that we may continue to grow in 
the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

P: Almighty and eternal God, you have been gracious and compassionate, slow to anger 
and rich in love. As you led your people Israel with a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of 
fire by night, so lead us by the light of your Word that we may live our lives to your glo-
ry and be prepared to die in your peace. 

C: We ask these things in the name of Jesus. In his name we began this year; in his name 
we bring it to a close. Amen.  

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into tempta-
tion, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 

The Sacrament  

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

P: Our  Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which he was betrayed, took bread and when 
he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples saying: “Take, eat; this is my 
(+) body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me.” In the same way also 
he took the cup after supper, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying: “Drink of it all of 
you; this cup is the new testament in my (+) blood, which is shed for you and for many, 
for the remission of sins. This do as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD 
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PLEASE BE SEATED 

DISTRIBUTION 

HYMN                    Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” 
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Thanksgiving  
PLEASE STAND 

THANK THE LORD 
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Departed Members Remembered 

In this New Year’s Eve service we remember the Christian brothers and sisters whom the Lord 
has welcomed home to heaven in this past year.  

HYMN              “Across the Sky the Shades of Night” 

P: Moses has written about our God, "You turn mortals back to dust. You sweep them 
away in the sleep of death. ... The length of our days is seventy years—eighty years if 
we have the strength. Yet their span is but trouble and sorrow, for they quickly pass, 
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and we fly away. Teach us to number our days aright, that we may gain a heart of wis-
dom"  (Psalm 90). 

 We celebrate our family members who have escaped the sorrows of this world and 
now, because Jesus is their Savior, enjoy the eternal pleasures of the next world.  

 

 Debra Ann Cygiert 

 Born to Earthly Life: April 28, 1961; Transferred to Eternal Life: October 1, 2020 

 

 Wanda Rae Brannum 

 Born to Earthly Life: June 8, 1937; Transferred to Eternal Life: December 12, 2020 
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CLOSING PRAYER 

P: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may 
glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may 
long for his coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and blood the 
pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

BLESSING 

P: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord 
with gladness. The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you 
and be gracious to you. The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  
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