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10 Jacob set out from Beersheba and traveled toward Haran. 11 He 
came to a certain place and decided to spend the night there, because 
the sun had set. He took one of the stones from that place, put it 
under his head, and lay down to sleep in that place. 12 He had a dream 
in which he saw a stairway set up on the earth with its top reaching to 
heaven. There were angels of God ascending and descending on it. 
13 There at the top stood the LORD, who said, “I am the LORD, the God 
of your father Abraham and the God of Isaac. The land on which you 
are lying, I give to you and to your descendants. 14 Your descendants 
will be like the dust of the earth, and you will spread abroad to the 
west, and to the east, and to the north, and to the south. In you and in 
your seed all the families of the earth will be blessed. 15 Now, I am with 
you and will watch over you wherever you go, and I will bring you 
back again into this land. Indeed, I will not leave you until I have done 
what I have promised to you.” 
16 Jacob woke up from his sleep, and he said, “Certainly the LORD is in 
this place, and I was not aware of it.” 17 He was afraid and he said, 
“How awe- inspiring is this place! This is nothing other than the 
house of God, and this is the gate to heaven.” 

Dear Friends and Fellow Redeemed, 

If you could trade places with one person, could be absolutely anyone, who 
would it be? Who would you want to trade places with? Perhaps, our minds 
instantly think of a celebrity – a movie star or professional athlete. We 
would love to have their wealth, their homes or their cars, their skills, their 
looks, their fame. But maybe you didn’t think of someone rich and famous, 
but someone you know. Someone you secretly have been envying for 
years: a family member, a friend. See, they have the perfect job, the 
seemingly perfect marriage and family life. Money isn’t as tight or doesn’t 
even seem to be an issue at all. If you could just trade places with that 
person.  

After reading from Genesis 28, maybe you’d like to trade places with 
Jacob. How awesome to be Jacob! What an amazing thing to see: a 
stairway reaching to heaven with angels going up and down, and the Lord 
standing above it. What amazing things to hear: such promises of 
assurance, comfort, guidance. I would love to at least trade dreams with 
Jacob. In my dreams I’m usually running from something, falling, or in front 



of all of you on a Sunday morning either feeling unprepared or 
underdressed. If only God would give us such a dream, we could be sure of 
his presence and love. If only God would speak directly to my future, what 
confidence I could have. How awesome to be Jacob!  

Perhaps we would want to trade places with post-dream Jacob, but 
probably not pre-dream Jacob. I may envy Jacob in verse 16 or 17 as he 
awakes from his God-given dream. But I definitely don’t envy him in verses 
10 and 11 as he places his head on a rock. See, when we meet Jacob at 
the start of our reading, he’s on the run. He’s about 50 miles in to a 500 
mile journey, and he’s homeless, childless, and in a foreign land. 
Everything familiar is behind him, yet he had to leave. He didn’t have a 
choice. His twin brother Esau has vowed to kill him. But before we go the 
full 180 degrees from envying Jacob to feeling sorry for him, we need to 
ask the question “why?” Why is Jacob running for his life? Why does his 
brother want to kill him? Now I’m not excusing Esau’s murderous threats, 
but much of Jacob’s suffering is his own fault. With the help of their mother, 
Jacob deceived their blind father. In deceiving him, Jacob went so far as 
not only to put on his brother’s clothes but also goat skin on his arms and 
neck. When their father touched him and kissed him, father Isaac would 
think it was the rough and hairy skin of his son Esau. And it worked, Isaac, 
thinking one son was the other, gave Jacob the blessing he intended to 
give Esau.  

It’s Jacob’s own deception that causes his suffering. But it really goes even 
deeper than that. While these twin boys were still in their mother’s womb, 
God had promised that the older would serve the younger. That the 
younger, Jacob, would be the greater nation, the son through whom God 
would bring the world’s Savior. But in Jacob’s mind, it wasn’t going that 
way. He was 70 years old, or nearing that. He was childless, wifeless too. 
And Esau was obviously daddy’s favorite, and it was clearly dad’s intention 
to give this blessing to Esau, his oldest son. So rather than trusting God 
and his plan, rather than seeing how God would come through on his 
promise, Jacob thought he best take it out of God’s hands and put it in his 
own. Jacob is a lonely runaway at the start of our reading, because he 
thought he knew better than God.  



And yet doesn’t that background, this suffering that Jacob endures because 
of his own sin, make this vision and the promises attached to it that much 
more awesome?! Were there ever more beautiful promises given to one 
more obviously a sinner? Jacob lays his head on that rock exhausted from 
the start of his journey knowing his sin. Jacob lays his head on the rock 
with the temptation to despair. Due to his actions, Jacob has nothing and 
humanly speaking should expect to have nothing for the indefinite future. 
Yes, God lets Jacob suffer some of the earthly consequences of his sins, 
but God does not want to drive him to despair. God uses this dream to 
prevent that very thing. In Genesis chapter 28, specifically verses 10 
through 17, we see a simple Bible truth illustrated in an amazing way: 
Mankind doesn’t receive from God what his sins deserve – God comes with 
grace to sinners who deserve nothing but suffering in consequence of their 
sins. So it’s not how awesome to be Jacob, but how awesome is our God!  

As Jacob sleeps, God shows him a stairway reaching to heaven. Angels of 
God are ascending and descending on it. And God himself, the LORD, is 
standing above it. With the ground for a bed and a rock for a pillow Jacob 
has heaven! God assures Jacob with this stairway that though he is a 
sinner and is currently suffering some earthly consequences of his sins, 
God is with him and someday heaven will be his home.  

Look at the promises God speaks to Jacob. “I am the LORD, the gracious 
and faithful God of unfailing love. And as I have been faithful to and 
blessed your grandpa Abraham and father Isaac, I will be faithful and bless 
you. How am I going to do that?” God says to Jacob. “You may be childless 
and alone now, but your descendants will be as many as the dust of the 
earth and will spread out in every direction. In fact, they will live on the land 
where you are lying as a foreigner. Through you and your offspring, Jacob, 
all people will be blessed.” But God doesn’t just give Jacob these “big” 
promises, he comforts his here and now with his personal care and 
guidance. “Jacob, I am with you and will continue to be with you, watching 
over you wherever you go. You may be fleeing now, but I will bring you 
back.” What awesome promises, what awesome assurance and blessings 
from an awesome God! I said it earlier, but it’s worth saying again: Jacob 
has done nothing to deserve these promises. This is all God’s grace, his 
undeserved love.  



That’s great for Jacob, but what about us? What about me? Tonight, you 
likely won’t be laying your head onto a rock, but perhaps you feel that way. 
Perhaps you feel a lot like Jacob as he reached that certain place. The 
feeling of “this isn’t how I thought my life would play out.” “I thought I would 
still have my health.” “I thought I would be able to help my children with 
more of their education.” “I thought my family would remain close.” “I 
thought I would have a family.” “I thought I would be happier.” Or maybe 
like Jacob you are suffering some earthly consequences of your sinful 
actions. A lack of trust in God and his will, his plan, led you to take things 
into your own hands, to lie, deceive, or simply make a decision that was 
less than God pleasing. And now like Jacob you are suffering the 
consequences. Like Jacob, whether your present suffering is a 
consequence of sin or not, you feel far from God.  

But did you catch it? In God’s promises to Jacob, did you catch his promise 
to you? See, in Genesis 28, not only do we see God’s undeserved love for 
Jacob, we see his undeserved love for us. God comes with grace to you 
and me. He says to Jacob in verse 14: In you and in your seed all the 
families of the earth will be blessed. “All the families on earth” – that’s 
us. We’re included in that. We’re blessed through Jacob and his family. 
Jesus, the Savior, is Jacob’s family. God brought the world’s Savior, my 
Savior and your Savior, into the world through Jacob and his descendants. 
That is God’s great promise to you. And as you and I can look and see how 
God carried out his promises for Jacob, every last one, we’re able to look 
and see how God has fulfilled this promise for us. In Lent, we do that in a 
very real way. We see our Savior, we see Jesus suffering and dying. We 
walk into church and, yes, we see the cross, but we also see the crown of 
thorns in the Narthex. We see the purple, the color the soldiers placed on 
Jesus as they beat him and mocked him. Yet Jesus endured not only 
physical pain but the punishment of hell. Again, it’s not us who receive what 
our sins deserve. Yes, here on earth we may endure sufferings – 
sometimes, like Jacob, even consequences of our sin. But not the eternal 
consequences. God has spared us of that suffering. In Jesus, through 
Jesus, God comes with grace to sinners. How awesome is our God!  

And just as God has come through on the “big” promise, because God has 
come through on the “big” promise, we can trust he will continue to fulfill 
every promise: the promise of his presence, to be with us; the promise of 



his guidance, to watch over us. How awesome these promises really are 
having considered our background – beautiful promises for obvious 
sinners.  

I started out by asking if there was someone with whom you wished you 
could trade places. And maybe it’s just something that’s fun to think about, 
or maybe there really are some whom you envy. But when we consider 
these promises, when we see how God has come to us, you and me, with 
his grace, we need not trade places with anyone – not even Jacob who 
himself saw the stairway to heaven and heard God’s promises.  

When Jacob awoke from his sleep, his circumstances hadn’t changed. He 
was still on the run. But his perspective had changed. No longer did he feel 
alone and abandoned. He was assured of the presence of his God. He 
said, “How awesome is this place!” But it wasn’t the place that made it 
awesome, it was just “a certain place.” It was God and his presence. It was 
God showing Jacob “the gate of heaven.” Jacob was really expressing the 
awesomeness of his God. No matter our circumstance, we too can share in 
Jacob’s perspective. A perspective that can’t help but say, “How awesome 
is our God!” Amen. 


