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20 Now there were some Greeks among those who went up to worship at the 

Festival. 21 They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and asked 

him, “Sir, we want to see Jesus.” 22 Philip went to tell Andrew. Andrew came 

with Philip and told Jesus. 
23 Jesus answered them, “The time has come for the Son of Man to be 

glorified. 24 Amen, Amen, I tell you: Unless a kernel of wheat falls to the 

ground and dies, it continues to be one kernel. But if it dies, it produces much 

grain. 25 Anyone who loves his life destroys it. And the one who hates his life 

in this world will hold on to it for eternal life. 26 If anyone serves me, let him 

follow me. And where I am, there my servant will be also. If anyone serves 

me, the Father will honor him. 
27 “Now my soul is troubled. And what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this 

hour’? No, this is the reason I came to this hour. 28 Father, glorify your name!” 

A voice came from heaven: “I have glorified my name, and I will glorify it 

again.” 
29 The crowd standing there heard it and said it thundered. Others said an 

angel talked to him. 30 Jesus answered, “This voice was not for my sake but for 

yours. 
31 “Now is the judgment of this world. Now the ruler of this world will be 

thrown out. 32 And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people 

to myself.” 33 He said this to indicate what kind of death he was going to die. 

Dear Friends and Fellow Redeemed, 

If you could sit down with anyone in the world and have a 15-minute 

conversation, who would you pick? And here’s a bonus: you can pick a 

moment in time when you can see them. For example, would you like to see 

LeBron James in person right now….or when he was 14 and not quite so 

muscular? Would you like to talk to Carrie Underwood, the famous singer 

today….or when she wasn’t quite as glamourous? Or for those of you who 

remember the great running back OJ Simpson…or OJ today?  

Maybe the answers are obvious to you when it comes to having a private 

interview with a famous person and how you would want to see them, but 

when it comes to the world’s only Savior, it’s tougher to think of exactly how 

we want to see Jesus. At least at first.  



How you see Jesus in your mind, how you picture him in the most glorious 

setting or pose that you can think of – how you think of Jesus Christ– will 

affect where your immortal soul spends eternity.  

You see, on Tuesday of Holy Week, just three days before he died, Jesus was 

the focus of a lot of people’s attention. In Jerusalem at the temple, some 

native Greeks were in town to celebrate the Passover (they probably had 

learned about the God of the Old Testament and became believers). But they 

had also heard about Jesus and wanted to talk to him. They politely ask 

Philip, one of the 12 disciples, for a few minutes with his teacher.  

When Philip and Andrew bring them to Jesus, the Savior instantly jumps into 

talking about what would happen later that week. He said, “The time has 

come for the Son of Man to be glorified.” Several times before this Jesus had 

said the hour hadn’t yet arrived; it wasn’t his time to die.  

But now it is.  

“Amen, Amen, I tell you: Unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and 

dies…” There’s not a human who has ever lived or ever will live who by his or 

her death could make more people alive….except Jesus. Think of it this way, if 

Jesus hadn’t died, there would just be God and the angels in heaven. Not a 

single sinful person could ever get past the pearly gates. But because he died, 

now there are millions and millions of undeserving, sinful people who already 

are or who will be in heaven.  

Last week we heard Jesus say the same thing to Nicodemus in John 3. 

Nicodemus was an Old Testament expert and so Jesus compares himself on 

the cross to the bronze snake (people looked up, trusted God’s promise and 

were rescued). Here to these Greeks, Jesus’ comparison is as universal as flour 

and bread.  

To make his point even more clear, Jesus says God’s judgment on the human 

race is coming. In three days he would punish the human race in the person 

of Jesus and crush the devil so hard with his divine judgment that 

supernatural darkness would envelope the whole planet, and the earth would 

shake the moment Jesus died.  



And as if they really needed more details, Jesus tells these Greek folks that he 

will be lifted up. The Jews wouldn’t stone him to death; the Romans would 

crucify him.  

So what is Jesus thinking about on the Tuesday afternoon or evening? He’s 

not thinking about the palm branches placed before him two days earlier as 

he hopped on a donkey for a lift into town. He’s not thinking about the 

praises people were giving him when they yelled “Hosanna in the highest! 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Blessed is the King of 

Israel.” He’s not even thinking about those moments with his disciples in 48 

hours, eating the Passover, enjoying the closeness of the new covenant meal. 

No, Jesus is thinking about his death.  

This moment is really no different than his agony in the Garden of 

Gethsemane. “Now my soul is troubled. And what shall I say? ‘Father, save me 

from this hour’? No, this is the reason I came to this hour. Father, glorify your 

name!” 

And God the Father answered his prayer right there, out loud. A voice came 

from heaven: “I have glorified my name, and I will glorify it again.”  

The greatest glory of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, would be his death on a 

cross. That’s how he would honor God the Father, that’s how he would show 

praise to the One who sent him, that’s how he would fulfill his mission to 

rescue mankind, and that’s exactly how Jesus wants us to see him….his glory 

hidden. Because there we see the mercy and forgiveness that we all need.  

I hope all of you – one time or another – have been able to join us for the 

midweek Lenten services this year. The theme is “Hands of the Passion” and 

each of those short mid-week services are so pointed and so clear and so 

powerful. You could make the argument that those six Wednesday mini-

church services are the most impactful of the whole year. The focus is rightly 

on Jesus’ hidden glory, his passion, his suffering, his death. It’s precisely how 

we should see Jesus.  

If Jesus’ greatest moment of glory is his death -- the payment for the world’s 

sins -- then it’s true that we find our glory through that same death. If you see 



Jesus in your heart as the one dying for you, if you have a faith connection to 

Jesus Christ, then your life on this earth will end in glory. Yes, when you will 

leave this life your soul will go to heaven. Jesus promised that.  

But if you don’t see Jesus as the dying Savior or if you lose your faith-

connection to him, then your life will not end in glory but in sadness, in 

horror, in misery, in eternal punishment. Again, it’s like Jesus’ conversation 

with Nicodemus. God loved his world and sent his one and only Son that 

whoever…whoever… believes in that Son will not perish in pessimism, 

punishment and pain but will have eternal life. That’s the good news (what 

we call the “gospel”) of the Bible in a nutshell. Three years after explaining it 

to Nicodemus, Jesus explains it to people with a different culture, language 

and customs.  

Now he’s explained it to us too!  

Do you see the implications? First of all, we too should be saying – and I trust 

you say this – “We would like to see Jesus.” But don’t see him merely as a 

great teacher or leader, like Socrates or Abraham Lincoln. Don’t see him as a 

wise diplomat between nations or an arbitrator to settle disputes. Don’t see 

him as your Santa Claus or your generous great-uncle who’s here just to 

provide you with money and material blessings.  

No, see your Savior as the only one who ever could and ever would take all 

your guilt on himself, make peace between you and God, and ransom you 

from a life of sin….for something totally different, a new life now connected 

to him.  

Here’s how he explained it. “Anyone who loves his life destroys it. And the 

one who hates his life in this world will hold on to it for eternal life. 26 If 

anyone serves me, let him follow me. And where I am, there my servant will 

be also. If anyone serves me, the Father will honor him.” Jesus calls each of us 

not only to see him as the Savior who died for our sins, but he calls us also to 

follow him. To follow him means to keep close to him, to listen to him speak, 

to walk in his ways, to surround ourselves with his words. Following him isn’t 



a token name recognition but it’s being in tune to and committed to Jesus. 

Someone once said, “Jesus has many admirers but few followers.”  

Jesus says that when we compare this life of 70 or 80 years with eternity and 

we realize that in comparison this life is nothing – Jesus used the phrase 

“hates this life” – then you will actually end up with everything. The flip side 

is also true: if you love your life here so much that it’s all about you, what you 

can gain, what you can enjoy, what you can accomplish, what you can 

accumulate in this life….then you will end up with nothing because by doing 

so you will lose your connection to Jesus. You will lose eternal life.  

Do you see what he is doing for us? Out of his indescribable love he’s 

commanding us to look at him differently and to look at our short life 

differently. He gives us that command for one reason only: he wants us in 

heaven. That’s why the Bible warns us about being apathetic/lukewarm, about 

greed, about lust, about any sin that the devil uses on us to pull us away.  

But Jesus’ hidden glory, dying on the cross, is the difference maker for you, for 

your family, for your brothers and sisters here at Holton, for the whole world. 

Jesus’ hidden glory is the eternal difference maker and the source of strength 

for your life right now…whether you are 8, 28, 48, or 98.  

Jesus calls us to follow him with a life completely devoted to him. That 

changes how we look at coming to church, how we look at serving people, 

how we look at money. It changes everything.  

If you would see LeBron James as a skinny 14 year-old or Carrie Underwood 

as a 12 year-old with braces, you would have no idea about who they really 

are. Their glory would be hidden. This Lent and Easter see Jesus for who he 

really is. See what makes him your Savior. Jesus on a cross is not a pretty 

picture, but it’s where his glory is hiding. It’s how God the Father shows his 

love, mercy, and forgiveness. And he wants you to have it and to see it and 

then to live it. Amen. 


