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WELCOME TO WORSHIP This service is an adaptation of the medieval Tenebrae ser-
vice. The word tenebrae means “darkness,” and it reminds us of the darkness that 
covered the earth while Jesus hung on the cross. Seven candles will be extinguished 
during the worship hour (at each * ), to remind us of the unfolding events that led to 
the death of the Son of God for the world. One candle remains burning throughout 
the service to symbolize that even in the midst of death and darkness, the forces of 
hell shall not prevail against the light of Christ. The climax of the service is the cry of 
triumph by the congregation to illustrate the victory that Christ has won for us. 
At the back of the sanctuary, a cross has been placed to remind us what Jesus had to 
face for us. As you leave this evening, you will be asked to drive a nail into that cross. 
It is to remind us that, although a Roman soldier may have lifted the hammer, it was 
our sin that brought that hammer down. It was our sin that nailed him to that tree so 
that we would receive forgiveness, life, and salvation. 

OPENING HYMN                 “Oh, Darkest Woe” 
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PLEASE STAND 

P:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

P: “Indeed, let this attitude be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus. Though he was 
by nature God, he did not consider equality with God as a prize to be displayed, 
but he emptied himself by taking the nature of a servant. When he was born in 
human likeness, and his appearance was like that of any other man, he humbled 
himself and became obedient to the point of death—even death on a 
cross!” (Philippians 2:5-8) 

HYMN              “Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted” 
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THE FIRST WORD 

P: Tonight we turn back to that first Good Friday to try to relive the events and emo-
tions of the believers who watched the Savior die and be buried. Recall in spirit 
how, as the sun climbed toward its zenith that morning, they had fastened Him to 
the cross with great nails. The world hates! Jesus forgives. By His words He for-
gives not only the Roman soldiers but each of us, for we all nailed Him to the 
cross. 

C: They came to a place called Golgotha (which means The Place of the Skull). 
There they offered Him wine to drink, mixed with gall; but after tasting it, He re-
fused to drink it. There they crucified Him, along with the criminals – one on His 
right, the other on His left. Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not 
know what they are doing (Matthew 27:33-34; Luke 23:33-34).” [*]  
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HYMN              “Upon the Cross Extended” 

THE SECOND WORD 

P: People who passed by kept insulting him, shaking their heads, and saying, “You 
who were going to destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, save yourself! If 
you are the Son of God, come down from the cross!” In the same way the chief 
priests, experts in the law, and elders kept mocking him. They said, “He saved oth-
ers, but he cannot save himself. If he’s the King of Israel, let him come down now 
from the cross, and we will believe in him. He trusts in God. Let God rescue him 
now, if he wants him, because he said, ‘I am the Son of God.’” In the same way 
even the criminals who were crucified with him kept insulting him (Matthew 27:39
-44).  But one of them remembered the ancient prophesies concerning the suffer-
ing Messiah and came to trust in Jesus as the Savior. To him Jesus promised para-
dise that very day, assuring us that when we close our eyes in death we will imme-
diately be with Him in glory, for on the cross He paid for all our sins.  

C: One of the criminals hanging there was blaspheming him, saying, “Aren’t you the 
Christ? Save yourself and us!” But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you 
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fear God, since you are under the same condemnation? We are punished justly, 
for we are receiving what we deserve for what we have done, but this man has 
done nothing wrong.” Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come in 
your kingdom.” Jesus said to him, “Amen I tell you: Today you will be with me in 
paradise” (Luke 23:29-43). [*] 

HYMN                “Just as I Am” 

THE THIRD WORD 

P: In the upper room the night before He died, Jesus told His disciples, “As the Father 
has loved me, so also I have loved you. Remain in my love” (John 15:9). He loved 
them all to the very end. In fact, it is His love for us that motivates us to continue 
to serve Him willingly and joyfully. “ For the love of Christ compels us, because we 
came to this conclusion: One died for all; therefore, all died” (2 Corinthians 5:14). 
That is the love that Jesus spoke from the cross. This love Jesus showed to His 
mother, Mary, and to His whole spiritual family, the church. 

C: Jesus’ mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene 
were standing near the cross. When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom 
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he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, “Woman, here is your son!” 
Then he said to the disciple, “Here is your mother!” And from that time this dis-
ciple took her into his own home (John 19:25-27). [*] 

HYMN        “What Wondrous Love Is This” 

THE FOURTH WORD 

P: Only once has it happened in all history. Only once has God forsaken a man, and 
that Man was Jesus, the Christ. Try, but you cannot imagine what it means to be 
forsaken by God. To us Jesus has promised, “Surely I am with you always until the 
end of the age” (Matthew 28:20). That is why that cry from the cross is such an ag-
onizing cry. This was the final depth to which He could be sent that day on which 
He was our substitute in death. Here He is suffering the very pain of hell for all 
mankind. “God made him, who did not know sin, to become sin for us, so that we 
might become the righteousness of God in him” (2 Corinthians 5:21). 

C: When it was the sixth hour, darkness came over the whole land until the ninth 
hour. At the ninth hour Jesus shouted with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lama 
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sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken 
me” (Mark 15:33-34)? [*] 

HYMN               “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” 

THE FIFTH WORD 

P: In the darkness, in the darkness of the day which had turned into night, in the 
darkness of the soul which for one eternal moment had lost all contact with God, 
in the darkness of mind and spirit which was the very darkness of hell itself – Jesus 
rose again to a level in which suddenly He became aware once more of His suffer-
ing body, aware of a torment which focused itself now on one frightful and con-
suming need. He was feeling the dehydration of crucifixion. His lips were parched; 
His tongue was swollen. He has a message to speak for all the world to hear, down 
through the corridors of time. He thirsts, He thirsts for souls. He thirsts for you and 
me. Come to Him all you who are weary and heaven laden, He will give you rest. 

C: After this, knowing that everything had now been finished, and to fulfill the 
Scripture, Jesus said, “I thirst.” A jar full of sour wine was sitting there. So they 
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put a sponge soaked in sour wine on a hyssop branch and held it to his mouth 
(John 19:28-29). [*] 

HYMN       “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” 

THE SIXTH WORD 

P: For some hours now the suffering Sin-Bearer has been hanging on the cross. His 
only cry of physical need in all those bitter hours has been answered. Matthew 
writes that a soldier gave Him a drink from a sponge. The moisture enabled Him to 
make His greatest pronouncement, for death was near. 

C: When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, “It is finished” (John 19:30). [*] 

P: It is the sweetest announcement that we would ever want to hear! So concise. So 
clear. Our sins are forgiven us, because He completed the ransom. All that we 
needed for salvation is now accomplished. Every last sin paid for in full, blessed 
peace with God. 

C: He was despised and rejected by men, a man who knew grief, who was well ac-
quainted with suffering. Like someone whom people cannot bear to look at, 
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he was despised, and we thought nothing of him. Surely he was taking up our 
weaknesses, and he was carrying our sufferings. We thought it was because of 
God that he was stricken, smitten, and afflicted, but it was because of our rebel-
lion that he was pierced. He was crushed for the guilt our sins deserved. The 
punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are 
healed. We all have gone astray like sheep. Each of us has turned to his own 
way, but the Lord has charged all our guilt to him. He was oppressed, and he 
was afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth. Like a lamb he was led to the 
slaughter, and like a sheep that is silent in front of its shearers, he did not open 
his mouth. He was taken away without a fair trial and without justice, and of his 
generation, who even cared? So, he was cut off from the land of the living. He 
was struck because of the rebellion of my people (Isaiah 53:3-8). 

HYMN                “Jesus, Your Blood and Righteousness” 

THE SEVENTH WORD 

P: Jesus is not yet dead. The crowd is watching, and even the worst ones among His 
enemies are still. The silence is penetrating. It makes them wonder. Jesus lifts His 
head for the final time. He speaks His last. This cry rose to the very courts of heav-
en. It was a cry that proclaimed the “mission” accomplished. Jesus was coming 
home. Because Jesus was victorious in death, we, who are united with Him by 
faith, can indeed depart this world in peace, assured of the victory of heaven. 

C: Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit!” 
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When he had said this, he breathed his last (Luke 23:46). [*] 

P: Suddenly, the temple curtain was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth shook 
and rocks were split. Tombs were opened, and many bodies of saints who had fall-
en asleep were raised to life. Those who came out of the tombs went into the holy 
city after Jesus’ resurrection and appeared to many people (Matthew 27:51-53). 

HYMN               Upon the Cross Extended” 

SERMON: “Nail-Pierced Hands” Luke 23:32-34 

OFFERING 

Due to the comfort and safety of the congregation we will not be passing the offering 

plates today. We will present it to the Lord at the Altar followed by an Offering Prayer. 

Please leave your offering in the plate located on the small table in the Narthex. Thank 

you. 

PLEASE STAND 
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            dy  -  ing,          With  which Thou  wast    op - pressed, They shall, when 

            life     is      end  -  ing,        Be     guid - ing    and       at   -  tend  -  ing 

                  My      way      to    Thine         e     -     ter    -    nal        rest. 



 

 

PRAYER 

P: Lord Jesus Christ, in humble awe, in reverent silence, and in solemn trembling, 
your people have gathered around your cross to remember your death. 

C: O Christ, friend of sinners, have mercy on us.  

P: At your cross let us see all the ugliness, horror, and misery that sin, death, and Sa-
tan brought into the world and that you willingly took on yourself. Open our eyes 
to see that we deserved the death and torments of hell that you suffered for us. 

C: O Christ, Savior and Redeemer, have mercy on us.  

P: But open our eyes also to see that by your death you destroyed death, by your 
sacrifice you reconciled us with your Father, and by the blood you shed you pur-
chased us to belong to you forever. 

C: O Christ, only hope of a lost world, have mercy on us. 

P: Help us believe that we are worth that much to you. Fill us with joy and peace in 
believing that we are truly free from condemnation and forgiven by your Father. 
Help us dedicate our lives in thankful love to you, who gave yourself for us. 

C: Hear us, O Lamb of God, who bore all our sins for us. Amen. 

P: Christ has died! 

C: Yes, we are justified freely by His grace through the redemption that came by 
Christ Jesus. 

P: Christ has died! 

C: (Loudly) Yes, Christ has died for us. We are redeemed! 

 

The congregation will immediately follow the Pastor as he leaves the sanctuary. We 
depart the service in silence, meditating on all that Jesus did for our salvation. The 
congregation will not be ushered from the pews. 

Duet             “O Come and Mourn” 
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