
 

 

THE SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 

FROM THE CHRISTIAN WORSHIP HYMNAL 

 

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EASTER 



 

 

 

 

PEACE BE WITH YOU! 

APRIL 8 & 11, 2021 

________________________________________ 

 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP “Shalom Elechem” or “Peace be with you” is Jesus’ Easter 
greeting. But it’s more than that, He doesn’t merely wish what those words ex-
press, he gives it. And then he gives it again. And then he gives it to them to give 
to the world. What an amazing thing! Jesus resurrection gives us peace.   

HYMN         “O Light of Gentile Nations” 
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PLEASE STAND 

P: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

P: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as 
his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and pun-
ishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I 
have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting 
in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. 
Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

P: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and inno-
cent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his 
own dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his will. 

C: Amen. 
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PRAYER AND PRAISE 

P: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

OH, TASTE AND SEE 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray. 

 O risen Lord, you came to your disciples and took away their fears with your words 
of peace. Come to us also by your Word and sacrament, and banish our fears with 
the comforting assurance of your abiding presence; for you live and reign with the 
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Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

BE SEATED 

THE WORD 

FIRST LESSON                 Acts 3:12-20 (EHV) 
12 When Peter saw this, he addressed the people: “Men of Israel, why are you amazed 
at this? Why are you staring at us, as if by our own power or godliness we have made 
this man walk? 13 The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God of our fathers, glori-
fied his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and disowned in the presence of Pilate, 
though he had decided to release him. 14 You disowned the Holy and Righteous One 
and asked to have a murderer given to you. 15 You killed the Author of Life, whom God 
raised from the dead. We are witnesses of this. 16 And on the basis of faith in his 
name, it is the name of Jesus that has strengthened this man, whom you see and 
know. This faith that comes through Jesus has given him this perfect health in the 
presence of all of you. 
17 “Now brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, just like your leaders. 18 But in 
this way God fulfilled what he had foretold through the mouth of all the prophets: 
that his Christ would suffer. 19 Therefore repent and return to have your sins wiped 
out, 20 so that refreshing times may come from the presence of the Lord and that he 
may send Jesus, the Christ appointed for you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5 



 

 

PSALM OF THE DAY - 16 

Keep me safe, O God,* 
for in you I take refuge. 

I said to the Lord, “You are my Lord;* 
apart from you I have no good thing.” 

I have set the Lord always before me.* 
Because he is at my right hand, I will not be shaken. 

Refrain 

My heart is glad and my tongue rejoices;* 
my body also will rest secure, 

because you will not abandon me to the grave,* 
nor will you let your Holy One see decay. 

You have made known to me the path of life;* 
you will fill me with joy in your presence. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
 and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Refrain 

SECOND LESSON                   1 John 5:1-6 (EHV) 
5:1 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone 
who loves the God who has given birth also loves one who has been born of him. 
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2 This is how we know that we love the children of God: when we love God and keep 
his commands. 3 In fact, this is love for God: that we keep his commands. And his 
commands are not burdensome, 4 because everyone who has been born of God over-
comes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world: our faith. 5 Who is 
the one who overcomes the world? Only the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of 
God. 
6 This is the one who came by water and blood: Jesus Christ. He did not come by the 
water alone but by the water and by the blood. The Spirit is the one who testifies, be-
cause the Spirit is the truth.  

STAND 

VERSE OF THE DAY 

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Blessed are those who have not seen 
and yet have believed. Alleluia! (John 20:29) 

GOSPEL                John 20:19-31 (EHV) 
19 On the evening of that first day of the week, the disciples were together behind 
locked doors because of their fear of the Jews. Jesus came, stood among them, and 
said to them, “Peace be with you!” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands 
and side. So the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 
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21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you! Just as the Father has sent me, I am 
also sending you.” 22 After saying this, he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Ho-
ly Spirit. 23 Whenever you forgive people’s sins, they are forgiven. Whenever you do 
not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” 
24 But Thomas, one of the Twelve, the one called the Twin, was not with them when 
Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples kept telling him, “We have seen the Lord!” 
But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands, and put my finger into 
the mark of the nails, and put my hand into his side, I will never believe.” 
26 After eight days, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. 
Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them. “Peace be with 
you,” he said. 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and look at my hands. 
Take your hand and put it into my side. Do not continue to doubt, but believe.” 
28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 
29 Jesus said to him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed. Blessed are those 
who have not seen and yet have believed.” 
30 Jesus, in the presence of his disciples, did many other miraculous signs that are not 
written in this book. 31 But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 

Here end the Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

BE SEATED 

HYMN OF THE DAY              “Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won” 
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SERMON - “Peace Be With You!” (John 20:19-31) 

STAND 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

C: I believe in God the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,  died and 
was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father al-
mighty; From there he shall come to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

THANKSGIVING 

OFFERING 

Due to the comfort and safety of the congregation we will not be passing the offering 
plates today. However, we will present our offering to the Lord at the Altar followed 
by an Offering Prayer. Please leave your offering in the plate located on the small ta-
ble in the Narthex. Thank you. 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P: God of all grace, we thank you for the gift of eternal life in your Son. By the resur-
rection of Jesus from the dead and by the faithful testimony of the apostles, you 
have assured us that our faith stands on a sure and solid foundation. 

 Though we do not see Jesus with our physical eyes, help us see him with the eyes 
of faith. Through your Holy Spirit, breathe on your Church that it may faithfully 
proclaim the gospel of our risen Savior with courage and diligence in all lands and 
to all people. Grant that we also may be illumined by the heavenly light of your 
Word, and so keep us in the one and only true faith. 

 Preserve us from all assaults on our souls, deliver us from doubt and despair, and 
preserve us from worldly wisdom and false teaching. 

 Forgive the sins of your people. Strengthen the doubting and faithless. Bring back 
the forgetful and wayward, and comfort the anxious and the distressed. 

 Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

 As we go from this holy place today, grant peace and rest to us all. We pray this in 
the name of Christ our Lord, who taught us to pray: 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and for-
give us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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BE SEATED 

 

HYMN          “This Joyful Eastertide” 

STAND 
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P: Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and 
do. Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be 
strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one true God, now and forever. 

BLESSING 

P: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the 
Lord with gladness. The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine 
on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you 
peace.  

 

Announcements  

• ADOPT-A-HIGHWAY PICK-UP starts April 17 and ends April 25. If you would like to 
help our community in this way, please sign up for a section on the table in the 
Narthex. 

• HAND 2 HAND has been purchasing meals this year and the funds are getting low. 
We are asked to please consider giving monetary donations to help; there is still 
two months of school left. Items to purchase this month are: Pudding Cups, Meat 
Sticks, and Peanut Butter. 

• COUNCIL MEETING has been rescheduled for this coming Sunday morning before 
the service at 8:00 am. 

• VOTERS’ MEETING will be held May 2 after the service and time for fellowship. 
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CHURCH FINANCIAL UPDATE 

THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE: 

 Wednesday 10:00 am Bible Study  
   3:00 pm Catechism Class 
 Thursday 6:00 pm Bible Study 
   7:00 pm Divine Service w/ Communion 
 Sunday 8:00 am Council Meeting 
   9:30 am Divine Service w/ Communion 
   11:00 am Bible Study & Sunday School 
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6655 Marvin Road 
Holton, MI 49425 

231.821.2583 (Office) · 231.760.3970 (Pastor’s Mobile) 
www.HoltonELS.org 
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