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18 Dear children, let us love not only with word or with our tongue, but also in 
action and truth. 
19 This is how we know that we are of the truth and how we will set our hearts 
at rest in his presence: 20 If our hearts condemn us, God is greater than our 
hearts, and he knows everything. 21 Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn 
us, we have confidence before God. 22 We also receive from him whatever we 
ask, because we keep his commands and do what is pleasing in his sight. 23 This 
then is his command: that we believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and 
that we love one another just as he commanded us. 24 The one who keeps his 
commands remains in God and God in him. This is how we know that he 
remains in us: We know it from the Spirit, whom he has given to us. 

Dear Friends and Fellow Redeemed in Christ, 

When I looked at the text for this weekend, I’ve had tucked in my mind these 

words from 1 John 3. Jotting down thoughts on sticky notes and my phone. As I 

looked at the word, “Greater”, I gave myself the assignment to observe 

comparisons of everyday life. Try doing that – it’s crazy. My wife sends me on an 

emergency grocery trip to Meijer for a can of cream of mushroom soup. Do I buy 

Campbell’s or the generic? Compare the cost. And I think, ‘Ah, there’s a 

comparison.’ When that the new Meijer gas station opened in Fremont. Without 

thinking, I ask, “Is it cheaper than Wesco?” There’s a comparison. Our boys’ 

birthdays were over these last two weeks, and we did a lot of shopping online. 

Looking at all the options on Amazon’s website, what do I do? I compare prices, 

ratings, features etc. Compare, Compare, Compare. 

The Bible has two main teachings: Law and Gospel. They often get compared. Law 

shows our sin. Gospel shows our Savior. Law written in our hearts and in the 

Bible. Gospel only in the Bible. Which one is greater? I pray that we know that the 

Gospel trumps the Law. That’s the good news that you all can be certain of. The 

Gospel doesn’t negate the law, but it’s greater than the Law. But do we live that 

way? That’s where I think we struggle. That’s where I know I struggle. And I get 

why we struggle. The Law is big. The Law is great.  

The Law is summarized in the Ten Commandments. Think about how God gave 

the Ten Commandments. Just listen to this description of the scene: “There was 

thunder and lightning. A thick cloud was over the mountain, and there was a 



very loud blast of a ram’s horn. All the people in the camp trembled… Mt. Sinai 

was covered with smoke… it’s smoke went up like the smoke from a kiln, and 

the whole mountain trembled violently. When the sound of the ram’s horn 

grew louder and louder, Moses spoke, and God answered him in the thunder” 

(Exodus 19:16, 18-19) 

You can’t see that scene without thinking, ‘Wow! The law is great.’ That same 

voice that thundered from the mountain, “Do this,” and “Don’t do that,” also 

thunders in our hearts. In response, our conscience billows up and bellows out, 

“Guilty.” Rightfully so, our conscience condemns us. It’s not just an unbelieving 

world that scoffs, “You Christians are such hypocrites! You say one thing and do 

another!” That’s echoed from within. As a Christian, how can I say, “Love your 

neighbor,” when I’m too busy with my life to even know my neighbor’s name, 

much less his needs. How can I promise at a baptism, I’m willing to assist in 

whatever manner possible so that this child will remain a child of God, but by the 

time the sermon comes around, I’ve long forgotten what I just promised? When 

we have new member stand up in front of the congregation, they along with all of 

us say these words, “I promise to support the work of the Lord with my prayers, 

time, talents, and offerings” yet how often don’t we cringe whenever asked to 

help on a committee at church or murmur to ourselves, ‘I’m always volunteering 

and no one else.’ Just a few verses before our lesson John, who’s been around the 

block when it comes to people and their faith writes, “This is how you know 

whether or not you’re a child of God – anyone who does not do what is right is 

not God’s child.” Ouch. Cut me out of the will. How can I call myself God’s child? 

How can I call myself a Christian? My heart condemns me. If your heart sends you 

to hell, then to hell with your heart.  

Do I have your attention? I mean that… if I follow my heart, if I follow my feelings, 

hell is where I’ll end up. Maybe you read the Time of Grace blog. A while back, 

Pastor Mike Novotny wrote, “Please don’t misunderstand – emotions are not 

evil… Join Jeremiah and weep. Join Solomon and gush. Join David and dance. 

Enjoy the emotions of life, unexpected laughter, and the butterflies of first love. 

Embrace the sorrow of sin and the inexpressible joy of knowing Jesus. But just 

remember. When all is said and done, feelings are not the final word… Emotions 

are not gospel truth. The gospel is.” And the gospel, the good news of Jesus, is 

greater than the law.  



That’s John’s point here. If our hearts condemn us, if our hearts need to be set at 

rest in God’s presence – which they do, forget your feelings and figure on the 

facts. We teach our little ones, “Jesus loves me this I know, for the Bible tells me 

so.” Not, “Jesus loves me this I know, for in my heart I feel it so.” We know that 

“God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything.” He knows how we 

let our calendars shut the door on a relationship with our neighbor. He knows 

how we neglect our responsibility to be there for one another in the church, 

neglecting parts of the very body of Christ of which we’re a part of. He knows how 

our time and talents are so often teetered our way instead of tottered his way. 

And he knows how that tatters our hearts up inside. And he knows that’s why he 

sent his Son. To take that guilt and pin it to a cross. To take that blame and bury it 

in a tomb, where it stays today. Your hearts cannot condemn you because Christ 

has cleared you.  

And that opens up a whole new realm. John goes on to say, “If our hearts do not 

condemn us” – which they don’t because of Jesus – “we have confidence before 

God.  We also receive from him whatever we ask.”  

Whatever. Over the last month in a half, I have fallen in love with God’s indefinite 

pronouns. It goes back to when I preached on John 3:16, “God so loved the world 

that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him, shall not perish 

but have eternal life.” We considered how we can have definite confidence 

because of God’s indefinite pronoun. I’m a “whoever.” And so are you. Or I look at 

the passage on the back wall. Don’t be afraid. Be courageous. Why? Because the 

Lord will be with “wherever” you go. And then you look at this verse. “Whenever” 

our heart condemns us, remember that God is greater than our hearts, so you can 

be confident that you will receive “whatever” you ask. Isn’t that awesome? 

Whoever. Wherever. Whenever. Whatever. Seems like we’re only missing a 

“whyever.”  

John addresses that, here, too. More often than not, it’s the “whyever” that trips 

me up. If I wonder, “Whyever” am I one of God’s “whoevers” that will receive 

eternal life, whyever will God be with me wherever I go, whyever will God give me 

whatever I ask, whenever I ask it, where does my head and heart go? Back to me. 

There must be something inside of me or something that I do that makes God say, 

“Ahhh, that’s my child!” And if you only read 1 John 3:22, that’s what it sounds 



like. “We also receive from him whatever we ask, because we keep his 

commands and do what is pleasing in his sight.” See, it’s what I do. But what’s 

this command that brings all these blessings. It’s not the commands thundered 

down from Mt. Sinai or the one imprinted in our hearts. Those we could never 

keep. “This then is his command: that we believe in the name of his Son, Jesus 

Christ, and that we love one another just as he commanded us.” Faith in Jesus is 

what allows you to keep all of God’s commands, because Jesus did it for you. He 

lives in you and you get to live in him. And just in case we still are tempted to 

think it’s something I do – if we think or feel – I have to believe in order to receive 

all this, again, forget your feelings and figure on the facts. “This is how we know 

that he remains in us: We know it from the Spirit, whom he has given to us.” He 

has given us. His Spirit, the Holy Spirit, gives us faith. And his Spirit is greater than 

our spirit. God is greater than our heart. Amen. 

 


