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25 “I have told you these things while staying with you. 26 But the Counselor, the 
Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and 
remind you of everything I told you. 
27 “Peace I leave with you. My peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I 
give to you. Do not let your heart be troubled, and do not let it be afraid.  

Dear Friends and Fellow Redeemed, 

Can you remind me to…? Ever say those words? We all have our own way of 

reminding ourselves to do something. I don’t know anyone who actually does the 

string around the finger trick, but we have our own tactics: sticky notes, phone 

dings, lists, set something by your keys, etc. Why do we do that? We don’t ask for 

reminders about everything, but why do we take extra precautions to be 

reminded about some things? Because whatever it is, it’s usually important, but 

it’s not necessarily obvious?  

Is that what Pentecost is to us? I can stand up here today and scream until I’m as 

red as the parament, “Today is one of the three major festivals of the church 

year.” I can tell you over and over again, “It’s the birthday of the New Testament 

church as 3000 people came to faith on that first Pentecost.” But there’s no cake. 

No party hats. No tongues of fire sitting on our heads today signifying, “This is 

special.” Pentecost and the blessings of Pentecost aren’t necessarily obvious. So 

why is the Festival of the Holy Spirit or the Holy Spirit himself worth being 

reminded of?  

Grab a cushion and recline next to the disciples in the Upper Room as you listen 

to Jesus speak on the night before he died. If you have a red-letter bible marking 

Jesus’ words, you will notice that John 13 to John 17 is basically all red. It’s the 

longest-recorded verbatim discourse of Jesus. And we understand why. This is 

Jesus’ last will and testament. If you’re in the hospital room and grandpa is 

speaking his last words under his dying breath, nobody else is demanding the 

floor. You listen. The disciples are listening. And Jesus is saying some last-will-and-

testament type things. Things like, “One of you is going to betray me… I will be 

with you only a little longer. Where I am going, you cannot come… Love one 

another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another…My Father’s house 

has many rooms. If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you 



to be with me… I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the 

Father except through me.”  

What’s going on in your mind and heart as you are hit by some of these verbal 

bombshells? ‘Jesus is leaving? How sad! I’ve just spent three years walking and 

talking with this guy. I don’t want to say good-bye. Jesus is leaving? How scary! 

He’s our leader. What’s going to happen next? Is my life going to be in danger? 

Jesus is leaving and he’s leaving us instructions? How nerve-wracking! Will I be 

able to carry out what he’s asking me to do? I can’t see myself being so humble 

that I wash someone else’s feet? I can’t love like he loved. Will I disappoint Jesus?’  

I know we’re not in the Upper Room. But do some of those same emotions – 

sadness, fear, nervousness -- come our way, especially this time of year? 

Pentecost marks the end of the Festival half of the church year. For the last six 

months – in worship, but also in our daily lives as we celebrate holidays or “holy 

days” -- we’ve been hearing about and celebrating the life of Christ. We’ve 

celebrated God’s tremendous love in becoming one of us at Christmas. It’s easier 

to be a Christian when even the stores are playing “Silent Night.” We’ve stood in 

awe as we watched the depth of Jesus’ love in his willingness to go to the cross. 

We’ve celebrated his victory over death, the last enemy to be destroyed, and we 

relished the comfort that brings. It’s easier to be a Christian, to live our faith, 

when the focus is on the object of our faith – namely, Jesus, and all he’s done. But 

what religious holidays are coming up? Nothing imminent. If the last six months in 

worship, and in a small part even in society, have been about the life of Christ, 

this time of year seems to shift to the life of the Christian.  

We know Jesus doesn’t go away. We know he’ll be sitting at the right hand of God 

next week, just like he was last week. But maybe sometimes it feels like he goes 

away. Whether it’s our worship life or our daily life, we ask God, “Where are 

you?” And if we don’t see him actively working in our lives, a whole bunch of 

emotions well up. Sadness – “have you forgotten about me God?” Scared – “I 

need you God.” Anger. Disappointment. “Where are you God?” Or if we think 

about what God has asked us to do -- to witness to my neighbor, to make worship 

a priority even during the summer months, to teach my child the life-saving truths 

of God’s Word – we wonder, ‘Am I up for it? Will I disappoint God?’  



Maybe you don’t feel that today. You’re not questioning God. You’re not 

questioning yourself or your spiritual life. But to say you’ve never been there is 

dishonest. And to say you’ll never be there is naïve. Jesus knew that about his 

disciples. And he knows that about you. As he sat there in the Upper Room, a 

place where he prayed for you, he knew that there would be times when we 

would be spiritually crushed, where we felt like our faith was crumbling. He knew 

there would be times when we wouldn’t even be able to express what’s going on 

inside our heads or our hearts – whether it’s sadness, anger, disappointment, 

doubt, etc. He knew there would be times that the disciples on those Upper Room 

cushions and the disciples in these sanctuary pews would want to crawl into a 

fetal position because we were helpless.  

And that’s why he reminded the disciples and that’s why he reminds us of the 

Holy Spirit. When you’re all curled up inside, when your stomach is in knots and 

your thoughts are all twisted up, when you have a sin-sick soul, remember this, 

our God doesn’t leave you alone to get it all figured out. He sends you the Holy 

Spirit. Jesus gives him another name here, translated “the Counselor.” I don’t 

know if that English word captures the depth of the word Jesus used. The word 

Jesus used here is more of a concept than a title, which makes it difficult to 

translate. This translation is Counselor. Other English translations use Advocate, 

Comforter, Helper, Encourager. It’s a word that has this concept of being called 

alongside someone, but many cultures, not just American English, find it difficult 

to express that with just one word.  

I came across a story of some translators of the Karre language in the Cameroon 

who were trying to demonstrate the role of the Holy Spirit to the local people. 

According to the story, the translators just could not come up with a good word 

to demonstrate this helper, advocate, counselor, comforter, encourager role of 

the Holy Spirit. But then they watched the natives go off into the bush carrying 

bundles on their heads. And there was always one person who didn’t carry 

anything. They assumed he was the boss. But later they learned, he had a special 

job. If anyone fell over from exhaustion, this man would come and pick up the 

load and carry it for the man who was down. In the Karre language he was “the 

one who falls down beside us.” They used the same word for this verse. When we 

seem to be carrying things fine, the Holy Spirit is there giving us things like joy and 



goodness and faithfulness. When we are down, God sends the Holy Spirit to fall 

down beside us.  

That’s the role of the Holy Spirit – to be with you; when you’re walking tall or 

when you fall. When God sees you doubting, he dispatches his Holy Spirit, “Go to 

that person’s side.” When God sees you despairing because you’ve disappointed 

God, he sends his Holy Spirit, “Go to that person’s side.” When God sees you’re 

angry at God or you’re blind to how he’s working in your life, he sends the Holy 

Spirit, “Go to that person’s side.” And he comes. Not just to be there with you, 

but also to remind you of some very important things. Look at Jesus’ promise, 

“[He] will teach you all things and remind you of everything I told you.” Earlier, I 

said this section of God’s Word is the longest verbatim discourse of Jesus. Do you 

know when John penned these words? Approximately 50 years after Jesus spoke 

them. Isn’t that amazing! What five-chapter long conversations can you recall 

from fifty years ago? That’s the work of the Holy Spirit! Guys like John were able 

to write these words down as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. He 

reminded them of everything that Jesus said to them. And he taught them 

everything. Even when Jesus left this earth, things weren’t crystal clear in the 

disciples’ minds. I alluded to this in the Ascension sermon last Thursday. Jesus is 

just about to return to heaven and what do the disciples ask, “Are you at this 

time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” It wasn’t until the Holy Spirit 

opened their eyes and their hearts that they were able to grasp the full 

significance of who Jesus was and what he had done for them.  

And the Holy Spirit does the same for you today. Not too long ago, I sat with a 

self-proclaimed skeptic in my office. He wants to believe, but he doesn’t know 

how to get faith. He wants to read the Bible, but how does he know it’s true? I 

admire him for his honesty. What would you say to him? There’s some arguments 

that I could give him about the authenticity of the Bible. But ultimately, what’s 

the answer? Read it. Through the Word, the Holy Spirit teaches you about Jesus. 

Through the Word, the Holy Spirit teaches you that you have a Savior who lived 

and died for you and our holy God says, “That’s enough! Because Jesus did that, 

you can come to heaven. You can live eternally.” You know that. And do you know 

why you know that? It’s not because you were born into a Christian family. It’s 

not because of tradition. It’s because the Holy Spirit has been working on your 



heart. In his grace, God sent the Holy Spirit to teach you all things! And he wants 

to keep teaching you.  

But he’s also there to remind you of what he’s already taught you. When you’re 

wondering, ‘God, where are you?’ It’s the Holy Spirit who falls down beside you 

and reminds you through his Word, “Remember, I am with you always, to the 

very end of age.” Oh, yeah. When you’re bruised and broken because of a 

situation in your life, it’s the Holy Spirit who falls down beside you and reminds 

you through his Word, “A bruised reed, I will not break.” Oh, yeah. When your 

plagued by the haunting memory of you sin, it’s the Holy Spirit who falls down 

beside you and reminds you through his Word, “I remember your sins no more.” 

Oh, yeah. When your life – be it spiritual, physical, or emotional – is chaos, it’s the 

Holy Spirit who falls down beside you and reminds you of Jesus’ words, “Peace I 

leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give as the as the world gives. Do not 

let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.” Oh, yeah. Thanks for the 

reminder. Amen. 


