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60 When they heard it, many of his disciples said, “This is a hard teaching! Who 
can listen to it?”  
66 After this, many of his disciples turned back and were not walking with him 
anymore. 67 So Jesus asked the Twelve, “You do not want to leave too, do you?” 
68 Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom will we go? You have the words of 
eternal life. 69 We have come to believe and know that you are the Holy One of 
God.” 
70 Jesus answered them, “Did I not choose you, the Twelve? Yet one of you is a 
devil!” 71 He meant Judas, son of Simon Iscariot, one of the Twelve, because 
Judas was going to betray Jesus. 
 
Dear Friends and Fellow Redeemed, especially you, Joe on this your confirmation 
day, 

Every day of our life we face situations that require us to make choices. Most of 
the time those choices are easy to make and don't amount to much. For instance, 
we decide if we're going to have fruit or cereal for breakfast; if we're going to 
wear this shirt or that pair of shoes; if we're going to the store in the morning or 
in the afternoon. 

Other times we need to make choices that are much more important. Some we 
might even call "crossroads" in our life, times when we stop and ask,  

"SO WHERE DO I GO FROM HERE?"  

Will I go with this group of friends, marry this person, make a living doing this or 
that? 

Today you are at such a crossroads in your life. Years of hearing and learning 
God's Word have brought you to an important day in which you will publicly 
confess your faith in the true God. You will announce that you intend to be 
faithful to Him and his Word until the day you die. Up to this point God has made 
this path pretty easy for you to follow because he’s used your parents to point the 
way for you and he’s used your church to help your parents in teaching you God's 
Word.   

Over your years in Sunday School and catechism class you may have thought you 
were doing this to please your parents and show respect for them according to 
the 4th commandment. And that’s true. But today God is making it clear that he is 



concerned about the work His Word has done in your hearts. He cares about your 
future and the impact his Word will have on you for the rest of your life.  

This is a time when you are asking, "So where do we go from here?" One time 
Jesus gave such a clear, simple answer to that question that we just have to look 
at what he said.  

60 When they heard it, many of his disciples said, “This is a hard teaching! Who 
can listen to it?”  
66 After this, many of his disciples turned back and were not walking with him 
anymore. 67 So Jesus asked the Twelve, “You do not want to leave too, do you?” 
68 Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom will we go? You have the words of 
eternal life. 69 We have come to believe and know that you are the Holy One of 
God.” 
70 Jesus answered them, “Did I not choose you, the Twelve? Yet one of you is a 
devil!” 71 He meant Judas, son of Simon Iscariot, one of the Twelve, because 
Judas was going to betray Jesus. 
(John 6:60,66-71) 

The day before this Jesus had fed a large crowd of over 5,000 people with one 
person’s lunch. This miracle showed them that he was the Son of God, the 
promised Savior.  But most of them missed the point and wanted to make him a 
king on earth. Jesus was about as popular that day as He ever was, but what He 
told them that day turned them off so much that, "From this time many of his 
disciples turned back and no longer followed him." They were at a 
crossroads...and they decided against Jesus. They were only thinking about this 
life: having good times, good food, good jobs, nice homes. They wanted Jesus to 
"do His stuff" and give it all to them. 

But in all their classes with Jesus they only learned that he got in the way of what 
they wanted. Jesus told them that the Father sent him to earth to feed their souls 
with His Word. He told them they were lost in sin and he had come to bring them 
back into God's family. They needed him to give up his life for them so they could 
have life that would never end in heaven. He urged them not to set their hearts 
on the things of this passing world and to focus on eternity.  

But they answered the question, "So where do we go from here?" by turning 
away from Jesus and the life he offered so they could run after a life without God. 
What Jesus had to say was “a hard teaching”. They didn’t like what he said, so 



they went off to find someone who would tell them the things they wanted to 
hear. 

It's easy to think that our spiritual needs are not very important. It's easy to follow 
the crowd and put all our time and energy into what goes into our stomach, what 
covers our bodies, and what pleases our eyes. We have a sinful nature with 
messed up priorities just like the rest of the world. And many disciples still turn 
away from Jesus and no longer follow him. He gets in the way of what they want 
out of life. They slowly stop hearing and learning his Word. They slowly stop 
worshipping him with their church family because they stop worshipping him in 
their daily lives. Soon they are no longer disciples but are lost in sin all over again. 
Jesus wasn’t kidding when he said,  “Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is 
the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter 
through it.  But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only 
a few find it.” You are at the same crossroad.  You are at a crossroad, too. So 
where do we go from here? 

Others stick around, but in their hearts they are far from Jesus…like Judas, one of 
Jesus' twelve chosen disciples. Judas was a hypocrite. He knew some Bible 
passages. He knew the right things to do. He looked like he fit in, but in his heart 
he had given up believing in Jesus. In the end Judas betrayed His Savior and 
handed Him over to his enemies. 

It isn’t all that hard to be a hypocrite. It isn’t all that hard to show up in church 
once in a while to keep mom and dad or our husband or wife happy. It’s easy to 
hide the evidence that we are Jesus’ disciples when we aren’t here. It all depends 
upon whom we want to please. Judas was at a crossroads and decided that what 
people thought of him was more important than what God thought of him. You 
are at the same crossroad. So where do we go from here?  

There were others who stood at the crossroad that day, too. After watching the 
crowds walk away, Jesus turned to his disciples and asked, "You do not want to 
leave, too, do you?" Peter quickly spoke up, "Lord, to whom shall we go? You 
have the words of eternal life!" Peter and the other disciples thought about 
everything Jesus had taught them. Compared to what Jesus gave them the world 
had nothing to offer. They knew that there was only one way to heaven and they 
wouldn’t find it anywhere else in the whole world. The only way to heaven was 
through Jesus Christ, God's Son. 



"You have the words of eternal life!" Peter said.  Where else would they ever 
find someone who could love them like Jesus loved them – a friend who was 
willing to go to hell for them, take the horrific punishment they deserved for their 
sins, endure their foolishness, dullness, unfaithfulness…and still ask his Heavenly 
Father to forgive them?  

Who else will ever love you that much? What else can the world offer to you or to 
me? Where do we go from here? Today Jesus turns to you and to all of us and 
asks, “You do not want to leave too, do you?”  You don’t want to stop hearing 
my Word and following me in your life, do you? You don’t want to throw away 
the great eternal blessings I have for you, do you? Surely not you, my chosen 
disciples, you don’t want to leave, too, do you? 

Lord Jesus, there is no other name under heaven, given to men, by which we must 
be saved. Work in our hearts through Your Word, our great Redeemer, to stand  
with Peter and confess,  

“There is no where else to go…only you have the words of eternal life!” Amen. 

 
 


